uthois
| F— ?
y —-%_‘ffﬂ?:ﬁ]&d -
RAY M. STROUPE

Capt., Inf

DECLASSIFIED BY: Db DR
.t sann.
DECLASSIFY ON: L9 Dac 27

OPERAION

Teraonal Copy
The Editow, MWilory Revw

VARSI -
23 MARCH,1945 to 30 MARCH,1945

gen e R ’“\'“\“lhz'hﬁ"h_‘f'

Qa7 : i

Ukwwtor s<==" 777, COPY Now 61 9952

e 2= 1
0 apR 1046 No §.0:-Req,”

L= = i

REPRQDUGL., =Y _30an ENGR TORN €O, (CORPSE._ 0 s e e USROS R







HEADOUARTERS XVIIT CORPS (AIRBORNE)
Office of 4'he Corps (

SUMTARY OF GROUND FORCES PARTICIPATION IN 1Y1’ :
ODVRATTON ”VAPSITY" o4

o5 April 1845

GENERAL

1. On or avbcut 09 Februaryyl945, while still engaged in
the ROER River area north of SCHMIDT, I received from the
SUPREME COIMANDER, in person, my Ilrst instructions concern-
ing this operation. He informed me that the XVIII Corps (Air-
borne) would successively command a three-airborne division
operation east of the REINE, in support of the 21st Army
Group; would be promptly withdrawn; and shortly thereafter a
two-airborne division operation, likewise east of the RHINE,
in support of the lath Army Group.

2. The Corps was withdrawn from the SCHNIDT area, 13 Feb-
ruary, returned to base at EPERNAY, FRANCE, and, in accordance
"with directives from FIRST ALLIED AIRBOBNE APWY, began planning -
for "VARSITY", under planning control of the 21lst Army Group.

- PLANHING

5. Blst Army Group directed the operation would be in
support of British SECOND ARMY. The mission, evolved from con-
ferences with General Officer Commanuing that Army, Commanding
General, FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARNY, and Lommandln General,
XVIII Corps (Airborne), was: .

"To disrupt the hostile defense of the,RHINE in the
WESEL sector by the seizure of key terrain by airborne
attack, in order rapidly to decpen the bridgehead to be
seized in an assault crossing of the RHINE by British
ground forces, and in order to facilitate the further
offenslve opcrations of the SECOND ARMY.®

, The.6th»Br1tlsh and the 13th and 17th U. S. iirborne
Divisions were made available to the Corps. British SECOND ARMY
and U. S. NINTH ARMY, both under 2lst Army Group control, were
directed %o furnish the necessary supporting troops and serv-
ices. Both were furnished in generous measure, the bulk con-
sisting of British formations, particularly artillery. Subse-
quently, due to insufficient air 1lift, thc lSth nlrborne Divi-

sion was w1thdrawn from the opuratlon.

' 4, British SECOND ARMY agreed to defer its assallt cross-
ing of the RHINE by as much as five days, if weather should com-
pel postponement of the airborne effort, which the COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF, 21st frmy Group, and the General Officer Commanding British
SECOND ARMY, considered essential to the success of the RHINE

~ crossing. Daylight was chosen for the airborne operation, in
order to take full advantage of complete Allied air supremacy

and the overwhelmirg superiority of available Allied artillery.

- 5. Decision wasvmade that the airbgry
the ground force assaulg crossing, the firg
ployment of airborne ‘in which thisgiys g
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articipation in Operation "Varsity",
Continued. A CoL e

6. Development of the operation was planne C
to ¢lear and secure divisional areas; to establish contact
rearward with assaulting British XII Corps and to -expand thc
bridgehead laterally to the south to secal off WESEL: ‘and make-
contact with the U. S. NINTH ARMY (WESEL was to be seized by
a rapid night assault by the British lst Commando Brigade);
to further deepen the bridgehead to a depth of about. 10, 000 -
yards by a coordinated Corps attack to seize key terrain- to
be prepared, on ARMY order, to.deepen this bridgehead to 15,000
yards by an attack in conaunctlon with XII Corps on its left
and thence to exploit eastward in qccordunce 1th ARWY orders
and the situatlon.

7. It was decided that the XVIII Corps. (Alrborne), less
its divisions, would withdrpw from this operation not later than
D#6, in order to mount the next ulrborne operation, as directed
by the SUPREME COMMANDER.,

.E._)@gu.m

8. Weather was excellent. Executlon began on D Day,
24 Morch, Both divisions led with their parachute echelons.
The drops, commencing at 1000 hours, concluded with the last
glider element shortly after noon. Fifteen minutes later, 240
heavy bombers dropped one day of supply By parachute to each
division. Ground contact being established with British XII -
‘Corps on D Day, and ferrying and bridging operations being
ahead of schedule, the supply. situation permitted cancellation
of all planned subsequent air resupply missions. The cirborne
phase of “V}RSITY" therefdre terﬁinated at about 1330 on D Day.

: 9. The operatlon was developed in full conformity, phase
- by pHase, with the pleon. By the time the final planned. phase
line, about 15,000 yards deep, was about to be reached, the -
Corps ordered- thlS line disregarded, ond woximum exploltatlon
to the east, the objective being to seize debouchment areas
beyond the deflles at DULMEN and H@LTERN, in order to permit
British and Amerlcnn armor to bre X out into the north German
plain. L : a

-~ 10. Prior. to thls tlme the h Guards nrmored Brlgode
'(Scots Guards, Coldstream Guards, Grenadier Guards) had been
attached to thl& Corps. attaching the 513th Parachute  Infantry.
to this brigade, it was pushed with maximum speed and encrgy
to the east, and rapidly seized the debouchment areas desired.
Immediately on the heels of this brigade, the infantry of the
17th Airborne Division arrived, took over the defense of these
areas, and freed the Guards Armored Brlgadc for its rapid sub-
sequent movemcnt on IUNSTER

11. Meanwhile, through both the DULMFN and HALTERN dbfllLS,
the exits of whlch were now securely held, the U. S. 2d nrmorbd
DlVlSlon exp101tbd ea stword =

bTﬁTISm

12. During the six-day pcrlod 24 to 30 Narch in whlch
this Corps controlled the opwrctlon, it averaged a dully advance
of over seven miles; took 8,000 prisoners; destroyed the 84th
Infantry D1v131on, qnd by Ve”lfled but very incomplete count

-



(Summary of Ground Forces Partlclpﬂtlon in Operation nvbr51tyn
Contlnued ‘ - ;

captured or destroyed 124 ortlllury nd AL pieces and 26 tanks.»
The withdrawal of the Corps on D6 made it impossible to get
full reports from the divisions. It is believed that the
amount of materiel captured and destroyed greatly exceeds the
above figures. L ' '

CONCLUSTIONS

, 13. a. Concept and plenning were sound and thorough, and
\execu+1on flawlpss. o : '

e b., The impact of the clrborne lelSlonS, at one blow,
completely shattered the hostile defense, permitting prompt
link-up with the assaulting XII Corps, the 1st Comrondo Brigade,
and the NINLH ARMIY on the south.

: ¢. The rapid deepening of the brldgchgaa materlally
increased the rapidity of brldglﬂg operations, whieh, in turn,
greatly increased the rate of build-up on thu ea st bunk so
esscntlal to subseouent succeSSns. » :

d, ~Th 1n51stent drlve of the gorps to the egst and
the rapid '1zurc .of ke¢y terrain in the DULVEN and H‘LTERN areas,
were decisive contrlbutlons to this operutlon, and to subsequent
developments, as by it both British and U. S. armor were able to
deboqch 1nto the nortn German plain at full strength and mo-
mbntum T L o .

'

- In plannlng anq in execution, the cooperation of |
part1c1pat1ng air forces, both ertlsn and jAwmerican, I consider
'completely satlsfagtory.w There was no encmy a1r 1ntbrcppt1on.
The" ¢1ghter-bomb, s, /in their counter~fl korole, were as e;fcc—
tivé ‘as could have becn exp &Ctb&. ‘The -air resukply by heav
bonbcrs was tlmcly, unu,mpt o crltwcal ne L@ ‘Troop uellvbry

by IX: Wroop Carrier Comnund was on zlmc, and Wlbh mihor ©xcep-
tions, in the corwvcn‘ﬂrcas. S . R

"-«

i

f. I wish partlcularly to ;ecoré that throughout both
planning and cxecution, the cooperation ond actual assistance
provided by the Commanders, Staff and troops of the British
formations under ~which this Corps served, vhich it comuanded,
or with which it was. wssocxutcd left nothing to be chLrbd.
For my part, I have never had ﬁOIp satisfying professional =~
. service in combﬁt nor more ugrubublb personal. rclatlops w1th
”purt1c1p uvng comnnﬂJcrs. . , -

/l\ PR
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25 April l9&5

" REPCRT ON OPERATION VARSITY .

1. PLANNING PHASE:

a. Headquarters, XVIII Corps (Airborne) was at ZWEIFALL, GERMANY
preparing plans to cross ROER River when Major General M. B, RIDGWAY received
orders to ‘report for conference 9 February 1945 with Commander-In-Chief,
TWENTY-FIRST ARMY GROUP. At this conference the XVIII Corps (Airborne) was
alerted for Operation VARSITY, an airborne operation in conjunction with the
crossing of RHINE River by SECOND BRITISH ARMY, with date to be 31 March 1945.
- The Corps was relieved from FIRST U,S. ARMNY and proceeded to base 1n EPERNAY,

FRANCE, closxng there 14 February 1945. '

‘b The 6th British Airborne DlVlSlon, 17th U.S. Alrborne Div131on

and 13th U.S. Airborne Division were assigned for the airborne operatlona The
. 6th Britfish Airborne Division moved to ENGLAND from FRANCE for. tralnlng and
preparation for departure from airdromes in the UNITED KINGDOM: The 17th
U.S, 'Airborne Division was withdrawn from combat in the ARDENNES Area and
closed in the v101n1ty of CHALONS, FRANCE on 14 February 1945 for reorgani-
zation, reequipping and training. VARSITY was to be the first combat air-
borne operation of the 17th U.S, Airborne Division. The 13th U.S. Airborne
D1V1510n had recently arrived on the continent and was reorganized under new
T/0 & E. It had not been in combat. This division was released from Oper-
ation VARSITY;on 8 March 1945.

c.. During the planning phase pumerous conferences were held to

"button up" the multitude of details as a pre-requisite to the successful
mounting of a combined river crossing and airborne operation, A detailed
account of all the general and special staff conferences is not ' within the
scope .of this report, but it should be recorded that the staff planning of
the tactical and logistical aspects of the operation, both air and ground,
contributed in large measure to its successful. execution. Three (3) ma jor
conferences were conducted by Headguarters, SECOND BRITISH ARMY resultlng
in adoption of the follow1ng broad plan as it affected operations of XVIIIL
Corps. (Airborne); , ,

D Day - Zu March 1945.

D-3 = Air neutrallze enemy air by bombing airdromes, parti-

cularly those used by jet—propelled alrcraft sweep
on D Day.

D-1 - 1730 - RAF heavy aircraft bomb WESEL.
1800 ~ Massed artillery begin all night preparation.
2100 -~ 30th British Corps launch assault crossihg of -

RHINE on one (1) division front to seize a bridge-
head in the v1c1n1ty of REES.

2200 -~ ‘1st Commando Brigade ¢ross RHINE and launch - sneak
attack on WESEL.

® e e ® oo Ve stewes e o0 e !
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VAN L D Day 0200 - 12th Brltlsh Corps launch assault ¢rossing of
RHINE North of WESEL with 15th (Scottish) Divi-
sion; seize BISLICH (Al1443) and advance on BOCHOLT

/-(A226O and BORKEN: (A3961) _ ‘
1000 - (P Hour) - 6th British Alrborne Division and l7th
-.sU.S. Alrborne Division begin simultaneous drops
in’ the area Northwest of WESEL indicated on Sketeh
‘No, 1, attached. Drops and lardings to be com-
‘Vpleted by 1245, D Day. See Paragraph 2, "Plan of
Commanding General, XVIIT Corps (Airborne)' for"
further details of initial mission and subsequent
- employment of airborne units to exp101t the bridge-

1300 - Resupply by air "

2. PLAN OF COMMANDING GENERAL, XVIII CORPS (AIRBORNE) ~ (Sketch No, 1)

a. Mission XVIII Corps (airborne): To dlsrupt the hostilé defense
‘of the RHINE North of WESEL by seizure of key terrain by airborne attack in
order to rapidly deepen brldgehead facilitate crossing by SECOND BRITISH ARMY
and link-up with NINTH U.S. ARMY; then be prepared for further offensive actio
eastward on SECOND BRITISH ARMY Qrder.

_ b Inltlal Mission 6th British Airborne Division: To drop durlng

davllght 21, March l9h5, beginning at P Hour; seize, clear and secure’ the Divi.
" sion Area with priority to the high ground in the general avea (160475 = = |
163468 — 170461), the town of HAMMINKELN, and the bridges over the ISSEL River
at (218h97) and (2224,85); protect the left (North) flank of thesCorps; estab-
lish contact with the 12th British Corps, and the 17th U .S, Airborne Division.
Obiectlves to bé held at all costs.

- e, Initial Mission 17th U.S. Alrborne Division: To drop durlng day-
llght 24 March 1945, beginning at' P QQur, seize, clear and secure the Divi-
_sion Area wztb prlorlty to the high ground East of DIERSFORDT in the general
‘area (181449 -~ 183443 — 191441), and the bridges over the ISSEL River from-
(253439) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right (South) 'flank of the
Corps; establish contact with the 1lst Commando Brigade, the 12th British Corps
and .the 6th Brltlsh Airborne DlVlsion. Objectives to be held.at all-costs.

, d. Plan for subsequent operations called for advance to Phass Line

LONDON (Sketch No. 1), by 17th U.S, Airborne Division by 0700, D plus 1; ad- ,
vance to Phase Line NEW YORK by 1700, D plus 1 with 6éth British Alrborne Divi-
 sion and 17th U.S. Airborne Division (with 1st Commando 'Brigade attached); _

-12th British Corps to relieve’ elements of 6th British Airborne Division North
of 1nter~Corns boundary during the night of D plus 1 and 2; advance to Phase
Line .PARIS on D plus 2; continue the advance on order of General Of ficer Con»
mandlng, SECOND BRITISH ARMX.W S i &

3. PERSONALITIES

" General Officer Commanding, TWFNTYnFIRST ARMY GROUP _
Fleld Marshal - Slr BERNnRD L. MDNTGOMERY KCB DSO

General Offlcer Commandlng, SECOND BRITISH ARMY ;
Lleutenant General §ir MILES DEMPSEY, KCB, DSO, MC

'Commandlng Gensral FIRST (ALLIED) AIRBORNE,ARMY
Lieutenant General LEWIS H. BRERETON: ‘

Commanding General, XVIII Corps (Airbd
"~ Major General MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY




/

Deputv Commander XVIIT Corps (Airbsrne)

Major General RIPHARD N. GALE, DSO, OBE, MC, General Offlcer
Commandlng, 1st BTltlSh Alrborne CorpS"

General Officer Commandlng, Sth Brltlsh Corps

Lieutenant General EVELYN H. BARKER, CB; CBE, DSO, ‘MC

General Officer Command1" , 12th British Corps
Lieutenant General NEIL RITCHIE, CB

Commanding General, 8th Bomber Commnand (szh Resupplv)
Manor General FREDERICK L. ANDERSON

Commandlng General IX Troop Carrier Gommand
Ma1or General PAUL L. WILLIAMS" :

-Commandlng General, 17th U.S. Alrborne DlVlslon

Maior General WILLIAM M. MILEY

‘»General Offlcer Commanding, 6th Brxblsh Airborne DlVlSlon

Mawor General ERIC L. BOLS DSO

General Officer Commanding, 6th Guards Armored Brlgade

Brlgadler We Do Co GREENACRE, MVO

General Officer Commanding , lst Commahdo- Brigade

'Brigadier DERCK MILLS—ROBERTS~ DSO MC - Irish‘Guards;

Officer Commanding, SAS Ground Force

~Lieutenant Colonel BRIAN FORSTER MORTAN FRANFS Dso, MC

Ly CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS:

2. mza Marchfl9h5 (Sketch No. 2)

- The operatlon proceeded accordlng to plan with drobs and landings
being made in'moderate to interise antiaircraft fire, Details of patterns is-
a matter of ' separate study, but in general they may be classified as good. By
night fall reports were receéived that all objectives had been taken by both
divisions, except that the 513th Parachute Infantry, 17th U.S. Airborne Division
was launching a night attack to secure the high ground in the heavily wooded
area North of DIERSFORDT. This attack wag successful. Five (5) bridges across
the ISSEL River had been seized intact and HAMMINKEIN had been seized by 6th
Airlanding Brigade, éth British Airborne DlVlSlon. 194th Glider Infantry, l?th
U.S. Airborne Division held crossings of the ISSEL River within its zone, Con~ ™
tact had been made between all units. 18t Commando Brigade held the western

half of WESEL.

Build~up of supporting units across the RHINE proceeded slowly

due to difficulty with Class 50-60 Rafts. The Corps Commander crossed during
the afterncon-and joined the Commanding General, 17th U.S. Airborne Division.
Two-hundred -and forty (24,0) B-24 aircraft dropoed five hundred and forty (540)

tons of ‘ammunition, food and gasoline at ;ggg,ggurs.

6th British Airborne Divi-

sion reported capture of fifteen hundred (1,500) prisoners, 17th U.S. Airborne
Division two thousand (2, OOO) prisoners, durlng the day, with 1dent1ficatlon
of - Sath Infantry D1v1s1on predomlnatlng.

: The air

drop was. of such depth that all enemy artlllery and
e included and destroyed, reducing in one (1) day
ken many days to reduce by ground attack only.

Resupply mission by air for -25 March 1945 was cancelled.

3789 POW
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b, '25 March 1945: (Sketch‘Nb.YB)

: XVIII Corps (Alrbovne) assumed céntrol 1st Commando Brlgade at
0930, (which was confirmed later by Heddquarters, SECOND BRITISH ARMY)" and it
was attached to 17th U.S. Alrborne D1v1s1on. WESEL was not completely clear
‘at opening of thls perlod i x»‘»' . ey e
1R ULS, Alrborne DlVlSlon launched an attack w1th l9hth Gllder
. Infantry and 507th Parachute Infantry at 1500 to seize Phase Line: 1ONDON., The
194th Glider Infantry reported on xts object1Ves by l800~‘r651§tance 013551fled
as 1ight with no ‘enemy artillery or’ ‘mortar fire encountered, 507th’ Parachute
" Infanptry with stiffer resistance in- V1c1n1tv of WESEL had two (2) battalzons
'on Phase Llne LONDON prlor to mldnlght. ‘ ‘ S
‘ ~ Build-up preceeded slowly w1th each d1v131on relnforced by one (1)
.battery self-propelled antitank’ gQﬁS‘(l? pounder, British) and 17th U.S. Adr:
.borne D1v131on reinforced by one (1) tank company. 6th British Airborrie Divi-
'sion had béen relnforced by the equlvalent of one (l) tank company (amphlblous)
' on. D Day. v

C ' Ccrps Tactieal Command Post opened on the East bank at DIERSFORDT
T(178hh2) at 1400, and the same- afternoon issued orders for attack on Phase
Line NEW YORK with d1v151ons ‘abreast,’ formation” and boundaries as p&ahned pre-~
viously (see Sketch No. 1) at 0900, 26 March 1945; 3d Pavachute Brigade, 6th
'Britlsh Airborne.Division in Corps Reserve.

8Ll POW

cs 26 March l9h5 (sketch No. L)

6th Britisn Alrborne DlVlSlbn and l7th U.S. Alrborne Division at—
tacked as planned and secured all objectives on Phase Line NEW YORK, Resist—.
ance classified as light along the entire front. Only two (2) counterattacks
reported up to this time each of about company strengthi

Plans were completed for' continuation of the attack on Phase Line
PARIS at 0900, 27 March 1945, with arrangements made for relief of elements of
6th British Airborne Division by 12th British Corps North of the previously
agreed 1nter—Corps boundary by 0200, 27 March 19&5.

Bu11d~up of‘relnforcements proceeded more rapldly due to openlng
of Class 4O Bridge ahead of schedule and construction of two (2) Class 4O
Bridges at WESEL by NINTH U S ARMY ..

~ 6th Guards Armored Brlgade after crossing RHINE during night 26 - -
27 March 1945 was attached to XVIII Corps (Airborne), and plans were prepared
to reinforce it with the follcw1ng.lv '

513th Parachute Infantry (less one (1) battallon)
144th Self-Propelled Antlt Battery .

6th Field Regiment ' f |
'er&mwt%mmh’”

. ‘ i R W . .
and to attack dﬁiCorps Order to seize the line"DORSTEN:(&VEO) ~ RHADES (4450).

17th U.S. Airborne Division secured bridge site at (323397) to
safeguard brldglng Operatlon of XVI U.S. Corps following day.

' 1st Commando Brigade rep&aced 3a Parachute Brlgade at 1800 as
Cor ps Reserve vicinity of WESEL., :

ﬂ827*P0w

K - ; ~ o e
2 ! T
o . Ry



d,_. 27' March 194,5: (Sketch No.. 5)

During the night 26 ~ 27 March 1945, 6th Brltlsh Alrborne Division
sent patrols as far out as Phase Line PARIS, and upon finding ho re51stance
quickly pushed two (2) battalions forward so that by daylight they were on that
line, The Corps Commander iIssued instructions to.disregard Phase Line PARIS
and to advance aggressively on the line DORSTEN — WULFEN (5047) — LEMBECK (4951)
with particular attention to bridges on the LIPPE River. Units were instructed
to push the attack relentlessly day and nlght 1n order to obtaln maximum eX~
ploitation with minimum delay.’ .

The 6th Guards Armored Brlgade was deleyed crossing the RHINE
bridges, but with 513th Parachute Infartry (less one (1) battalion) attached,
it attacked at 1500 and passed througn leadlng elements of 17th U Se Alrborne

Division during the ‘night. ‘ ; A

~ Despite stlff r651stance in the Forest WESEL Area, galns up to
nine thousand (9,000) yards were made in the Corps Zone. ~

XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Cornm:md Post opened at 1500 at 2251,27,
North of WESEL.

493 POW

e. 28 March 1945: (Sketch No. 6)

w 6th Guards Armored Brigade. (relnforced by 513th Parachute Infantry)
‘ entered DORSTEN at 0600, and at 1230, 28 March 19A5, oral orders. were issyed
by Corps Commander to advance rapldly on the axis HALTERN (6249) — DULMEN
(6859) — MUNSTER (9273). Resistance at LIPPRAMSDORF (5546) consisting prin-

~cipally of self-propelled guns held up the brlgade until darkness. This re—
51stance was bypassed during the night.

6th Brltlsh Airborne Division COnbdnued the attack, seizing the
town of ERLE (4050) by 0800, and pushed on to meet stubborn resistance at
IEMBECK which was shelled and also bombed by RAF. LEMBECK was seized during
night of 28 - 29 March 1945. 6th British Airborne Division and all the sup—
porting artlllery of 8th Brltlsh Corps passed to 8th British Corpe ¢control at
2h00. - .

17th U.S. Alrborne Division (less 513th Parechute Infantry) con—
tlnued the attack. 507th Purachute Infantry seized WLFEN by 2100; it was,
then motorized and ordered’ to advance rapldly to join the Guards: Armored Brl~
gade in HALTERN where it took. respon31bllity for security of the town and sent
out securltv to the East. perlmeter of STAUBEGKEN LAKE. . ;

1st Commando Brlgade relleved from assignment to XVIII Corps (Alr—
borne) and_ reverted to command &th Brlﬁlsh Corps upon arrival in EREE.

~ Plan for future operatlon- 6th Guards Armored B*lgade with 513th

Parachute Infantry attached, to press advance on axis HALTERN — DULMEN - .
MINSTER; '507th P spachute df ntry to sacure HALTERN; 194th Glider Inf ntrv to
rove by motor on DULMEN to garrison =nd secure that area. 17th U,S. Alrborne
Division (less 513th Parachute Infantry) pushed rapidly forward by motor to
HALTERN and TULMEN, was: ordered to secure "brldgeheads" at those’ places covering
ex1ts and deflles, thus 1nsur1ng openings through which Guards Armored Brigade

2 % ‘meredsRiyision could advance rapldly ‘and exploit far

st operied at 1700 vicinity PEDIENBERG (313415).

527 POW




: rior to “'ht and contlnued advanpe
]DULMEN by 1000 Further advanc was "d?by extensive rubble
and 'marshy ground on outskirt o 1 5.
ward to clear path. "By 1900
4129 - 30 March 19&5 to EU&EERN

17th U. S. Alrbo
7 troops\assembled in v101n1ty K

1vi51on in HALTERN and EULMEN. 17th A
i - chment's ‘upon . being - ‘passed through to
3come under command XIXiJ;S.;” , 30 March 1945, All British units, . .
- remaining attached to 17th U, irborne Division -and XVIII Corps (Alrharne),
46 vevert to 8th British Cérps at: 0600, 30 March 1945, "XIX U.8: Corps ;to as-
“'sume. nespon81b111ty for that part of XVIII Corps (Airborne) Zone in NINTH U .8,
_ARMY" Zone . and 8th British’ Corps to assume responsibility for that part of
XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Zone in SECOND BRITISH ARMY.Zone. -XVIII Corps: (Air~
borne) to revert to FIRST (ALLIED) AIRBORNE ARMY ‘same. date and hour (0600

30 Mareh 19&5) .

1529‘PGW

""r‘"“"’fi';to’Marc‘h 1oub: (Sketch o 6)

Sor i XVIII Corps’ (Alrborne) closed Command Post at 0600, and departed
;for EPERNAY, “FRANCE,

mpmr AND EVACUATION° ’

- 7,-‘, ' Suppl1es for Operatlon VARSITY group themselves in the fallow1ng
. categories: : .

ijﬂl)i,Ba51c loads. . :
{2) One (1) day of air resupply (two hundred and forty (2&6)
" tons per division) to be’ dellvered on D Day 1mmednately

~after the airborne landing.

(3) Two (2) days’of air. resupply to be dellvered on D plus 1
7" unless cancelled, -

(4) -Overland supply transported across the river by DUKW% from
. dumps established on the West bank of the’ rlver. ‘
- (5) Supplies pre—loaded on division landtails, ;

(6) Normal supply over the brldges from‘regularly establ;shed
SR supplv p01nts. P \ '

iﬁ; ti the afternoon of D Day, it became apparent

(1 “That the basic. load: Day \air resupply had arrived
© . in good Or,de?~ . el i s

: v which wauld make 1t
- - possible-to route DUKWs across the bridges.
Q(g)ffThat sufflcient of -the lelsion roadtail could be- moved acros';
7 the river on' D Day‘so that by the mornlngﬁof D plus Y eagh
airbome division would have a total of all,classes of pply '
from all the aforementicned sources to give them a ye. R
~of at least two (2) days in addltlon to what‘waé comin ,in,“'
< through the normal flow . h

"ﬂwere belng 1nstalled W1th a rapl ity




. " Based on the above estlmate resupoly by air, scheduled for D
plus 1 was cancelled. PR v "

d¢ The flow of trafflc over the br1dges thereafter proceeded at,
such a rate that by the morning of D plus 4 each airborne division had under
its cantrol on the East bank of the river all of its organic and attached
transportatlon and a minimum of five (5):;.days of supply. ~This, in effect,
marked the end of the balld um and thereafter supply proceeded in the normalu
fashlon‘( L SRR, o . , y

CasuaJtles may be classzfled as follows*

(l) Those casualtles he;d bv divisions. ' ' .
(2) Those casualties held by holdlng unlts establlshed on the
. East bank of' the river. :

(3)' Thosé casualties held by field and evacuation hospitals

‘establlshed about five (5) miles to the West of the river.

f. The holding unlt on the East bank of the river, 1ncluding a few
ambulances,: was established on D Day. Evacuation from this point to an am=
 bulance collecting point on the West:i:side of the river was made by DUKW and
" from there to the field or evacuation hospitals by ambulance. Evacuation from
the divisiens to the holding unit was .by "jeep™ ambulances belonglng to the
divisions, sunplemanted by the ambulances.of the halding unit, Loaded am—
ktulances were' given priority. across bridges. and as sufficient bridges were in-
stalled, evacuation was made dirtgct from the East bank holding unit to the
hosp1tals, and later, direct from the lelSlOnS to the hospltals.

6 AIR INCIUDING TRANSPORT ANB RBSUPPLY

: The air plan for VARSITY was 61vlded into phases which covered the
nsutrallzatlon oft.certain hostile installations, interdiction.of traffic by the
bombardment . of road nets and bridges, the protection of Troop Carrier Command
aireraft during the delivery of the airborne forces, against both hostile air-
craft and.flak, and closé cooperation by the 2d tactical Air Force with the
6th British ahd lﬂth U.«S, Airborne Divisions.

"b.. On.D-3 all enemy alrdromes which were within effectlve range of the
VARSITY area were bombed with particular attention being paid to those used by
jet-propelled aireraft, On the ‘morning of D Day at first light these field were
swept by fighter: aircraft of the 8th and 9th Air Forcesrand the effectlveness
of these attacks 1s 1nd1cated by the non—appearance of the Luftwaffe.‘

el From D-3 to D—l road nets in the PIHNDER~VARSITY Area were kepb..
‘under almost continucus attack by medium bombers and flghtermbombers of both
the U.s. and Brltlsh Air Forces. . :

. On D-1 at 1730 Hours RAF heavv aircraft attacked the city of WESEL.
it 2230 Hours to 2245 on D-1 the RAF again bombed WESEL at the request of the
lst Commande Brigade. At the time of the bombing, the Commandoes were within
11,500 yards of the target and no report was received of any 1njury to the per~
sonnel of that unlt. ‘ . . \ 4

e, At 1000 Hours on D Day the 6th British Alrborne D1v181on and the
17th U.S, Airborne Division started a simultaneous parachute.drop and glider
- landings in the area North of WESEL., Parachute: drops and glider landlngs were
completed by 1245 Hours. : The forces involved in .this part of the operatlon
were thé IX Troop Carrier Commend and the 38th and Léth Groups of the RAF,
The IX Troop Carrier Command dropoed six hundred and sixty seven (667) loads
of paratroopers which included seventy-two (72).C-4b type=a1rcraft'if' '
"‘the entire parachute commitment of the 6th British a °\ ;
sions. The 38th and L6th RAF Groups towed four hund




gliders to the landing zones of the b6th British Airborne Division.  [The IX— .
Troop Carrier Command.towed nineé hundred and six (906) CG LA gliders, five
hundred ‘and ninety-two (592) of which were double-towed by C-L7 aircraft.
Seventeen (17)- airfields were used by the IX Troop Carrier Command and. eight
(8) by the 38th and L6th RAF Groups in launching this operation. Three. (3)
airfields were used: by the 8th 4ir Force B—Zh's for resupply. . . --"

f. Immedlately follow1ng the gllder landlnps, a resupnly mission of
five hundred and forty (540) tons was delivered by B-24 type aircraft of the
8th Air Force employing a total of two hundred and forty (240) aircraft.

. A Durlng the alrborne delivery and the resupply dellvery contlnuous
'protectlon was afforded the aircraft of the IX Troop Carrier Command and the
8th Air Force by the 8th Air Force, the 9th Air Force, the Fighter Command and
the 2d Tactical Air Force. "The losses of the IX Troop Carrier Command are re—
ported to have approximated fifty (50) C-47 and C-L6 type aircraft, (Glider .
losses from antiaircraft fire are known to have been very llght. B-Zh’losses
were reported to have been approximately twenty (90) ' : o

: < 4 he Just prlor to last light on D Dayv, alrflelds occupled by nlght
flghter forces of the Iuftwaffe were attacked by the 8th and 9th Air Force
fighters. Throughout the entire operation of. the XVIII Corps (Alrborne), there
were no reported-enemy air attacks on its forces. o

‘ ~ i. The 2d Tactical Air Force supported units of the XVIII Corps (Alr-
borne) throughout the entire operation. 2d Tactical Air Force furnishéd com—
munication.parties which were- attached to the. Corps and each division and
~which had. direct communlcatlon with the 2d British Army G-Air, the FCP, and;
with the supporting aircraft, Requests for air ‘support were submltted dlrect
to Army if the targets were not. of a pressing nature, and in case of an emer—
gency direct to the FCP, byupassxng Army. - There were very few targets submittec
by the two (2) airborne divisions to the air forces, because of the disorgani-

- zation of the German forces and scarcity of suitable targets. Targets which
were submltted were quickly and effectlvely attacked. - - '

3.; A new type of air support to the Corps was made avallable in the
form of medlum bombardment -¢lose support. ‘Medium bombardment aircraft were
standing by and were prepared to atback a target within 3Q to L5 mlnutes after
its submission to the 2d Tactical Air Force by the: Corps. No suitable ‘targets -
were encountered and ‘hence the effectiveness of this type support could not
be appralsed. : ,

7. ARTILLERY:

: Artlllery support for Operatlon VARSITY fell naturally into two
(2) dlstlnct phases: (l) The artlllerv bombardment prior to P Hour on D Day,
and (9) The close support rendered the airborne divisions by artlllery from .
pOSltlonS on the West bank of the RHINE River immediately after the airborne
troops had arrived on the ground.. 12th British Corps planned and executed the
preliminary bombardment . - Commencing at 1800 Hours on 23 March 1945 (D-1), the

bombardment contimied unabated until P ‘Hour (1000) on D Day. Prior to the
commencemeht of the bombardment a silent pollcy had been in effect, Positions
were occupled and ammunition dumped nearby under cover of derkness. Radio
silence was maintained., Gun crews were not permitted in the position area :
durlng dayllght. The strictest camouflage discipline was enforeed. A special
committee was formed to study counter-flak fires, and the last half hour of the
preparation was devoted to neutrallzlng.enemv flak installations. -Earlier fires
had concentrated on neutralizing known enemy batterles, Uunlshlnp enemy'strong
polnts, disrupting his communications, and denyﬂp { heival

light on D Day the artillery concentrated its f
bomb line while the RAF pummeled the land to the £
borne division submitted its requests for areas to be poriyathese
quests were honored in the master fire plan. Careful superv1smon 1nsur' )
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the Landlnv Zones would not be pltted by shell holes._ Worklng 1n the most
thorough and painstaking manner 12th" Brltlsh Corps CGRA . produced a.most ex~
cellent fire plan, admirably eXecuted,” 'The exact’ composmtlon of. the .artillery
magsed for the delivery of the: preparatlon may be found in the Artillery Report.
It is sufficient to record ‘here ‘that llght medlum, “and heavV callbers .crowded
each other to the:river bank and everv plece had "its severaL hundred rounds of
ammunition’ dumped ‘hard by.” “The general effectlveness of the bombardment is
revealed by the answers of the dazed’ prisoners. of b} Day, NhO, when quest loned
as. to why they surrendered, 80 often replled°'_"It was too much 1t was more
than I could stand", 4is to the effeotlveness of the countermflak fires there
remains the mute testimony of the foruv»five (45) ‘Planes. of the. flrst flight,
all of which returned in formation to the West bank of ‘the' rlver. Later flight:
were not so fortunate, for it was olanneo , and’ rIghtIy so, to.cease firing when
the first planes of the sky train apneared over thé gun areas and to fine.no
more, until the airlanding was completed, - At that time XVIII Corps Artlllerv
(Alrborne) took act1VG command of Corps Artlllery and seCond phase came -into
belngi o " L IR :,x{_‘ ;.‘.‘.-
" b For the cloqe supbo“t of thé alrborne lelSlons after they were
on the ground a division artilléry field régiment (Brltlsh) in position on-the
West. bank of .the river was placed .in dlrect support of each alrborne d1v131on.
Thé 6th -British ‘Adirboriie Division had three (3) field reglments and two (2)
medium regiments; the 17th U.S. Airborne Division had three. (3) fleld regi-
ments and ong. (1) meditim' regiment in direct support. The bth Brltlsh AlIbOTBE:
Division was -allotted the extra medium (4.5" Gun) regiméent to gain more fire
at greater range, for its division zone extended decper than did the area of
the 17th U.S, Airborne Division. In general support was 8th AGRA and the A4LOth
U.S. Group., On call were the artilleries of 12th British.Corps on the left
and XVI U.S. Corps on the right. The key to the whole problem of giving close
support, to the divisions was to be found in the communication svst.em.v ‘Radio,
of course;. was the only solution; radio and trained observers - for all early
fires of necessity had to be observed. flreso, The 6th British. Alrborne Division
‘had its own ‘airborne: forward observer unit which’ answered the néed .admirably.
No such organie unit existed for ‘the:17th U.S. Airborne DlVlSlon. As a con~
sequence XVIII Corps Artillery (Alrborne) tralned and equlpned such a. group
for that division calling principally on the ‘division for the: personnsl. A
Ketually: the equlpment had been procured and the personnel tralned for such
an operation prior to the Von Runstedt offensive, which preclpltated this Corps
+ into a ground role and dissolved the-school. VARSITY, however, demanded
TRANSLATOR teams with the British artlllery formatlons on ‘the West bank in .
order that U.S. observers' sensings could be translated into British fire com-
mands, NINTH U.S. ARMY supplied the necessary translator teams and equipment.,
These teams, along with the airborne observer and liaison teams were given
a week's intensive schooling at EFERNAY and then went out to join their units.
The details of the commnication plan can be found in the Artlllery Report on
the operation. That thé communications system worked was gratlfvlqg, that
every. airberne radio paradrooped and gllderborne a total of fourteen (14).
radios, functioned during the operation was nothlng short of mlraculous. The
effect of having a trained observer with each 1nfantry-battallon in direct
~communication with an artillery regiment already in position is difficult to
evaluate, " That the observers proved. themselves, however, is shown by -the fact
that ‘one (1) infantry regiment had over ¢ne hundred .and ten (110) observed fire
missions fired for it during the period P to P plus 36 Hour's, The observers
adjusted .fire ¥isually by day and night and on occasion by sound. They re-
ported "Fire Effective" in every instance. When the divisions moved on east—
~ward the forward observers for Corps Artillery were no longer needed. But.. ?\\
for forty-eight (48) hours they gave to the airborne divisions eomething uniguey
in airborne annals - observed’ close--support artillery fire in great mass durlng!
the crucial period when the airborne division artlllerles’ﬁp emsceking to as-
semble’ and organize .on the. ground. g i




8. ENGINEFR FUNCTIONS:

Englneer plan for the operatlon covered 1n1t1a11y the- clearlng cf
routes-through WESEL and brldglng the LIPPE Rlver and the LIPPE - SEITEN Canal '
en the main road South of WESEL. . S

Based on a route plan prescrlbed by SECOND BRITTSH ARITY an overlay
showing priority.of clearance of routes through WESEL was preoared and given
to 16th Airfield Construction Group. This plan.was coordlnated w1th NINTH U.S.
ARMY engineers working in the same area. : ‘ .

Reconnaissance partles crossed on’ D Day-to check ‘the routes: selected
and to make any necessary changes. Late on D plus 1 troops-and equipment of
16th Airfield Construction Group crossed the river and began the work of clear—
ing the town on D plus 2. Addltlonal troops &f the 16th Alrfleld Constructlon
Group crossed and helped w1th work already'under way. '

‘ By this time two (2) routes through WESEL were opened to- trafflc. o

On n plus 3 the balance of 16th Alrfleld Constructlon Group troops
and equlpment together with additiondl 8 CRE troops and equlpment arrlved. P
Brldglng over LIPFE River began by 8 CRE troops. - - o

'On D plus 4 balance of 8 CRE troops and addltlonal brldglng eqllpment '
arrived and a bridge over the LIPPE River was completed. Troops of 5038 -
Field Company ard one (1) Ballev Platoon came under Corps control amd were "
placed in support of 6th Guards Armored Brlgade. Troops of 16th Airfield- Con—
structlon Group and 8 CRE reverted to Sth Brltlsh Corps as: of 1800 thls date.i'~

: on D plus S troops of the 503d Field Company with equlpment loaned
by 8th British Corps cleared routes of obstacles as far as DULMEN and bv 1810 -
Hours had cleared two (2) single lane routes through DUIMEN. '

9. szeNAL COMMUNIC ATIONS:

: - Wire Communication: Providing the Cor ps Headouarters with w1re
communlcatlon for Opergtion VARSITY presented the problem.of obtaining wire..
circuits across the RHINE River to the 17th U.S. Airborne Division and 6th’
British Alrborne Division. To fulfill this mission it was necessarv to have
a minimum of five (5) spiral-four (L) cables from the Corps Command Post across
the RHINE River operating at all times. Prior to 1200 Hours D Day six (6). = -
spiral four (4) cables had been installed from the Corps Command Post~to*test
point on the East bank of the river. 1In order to assure that a minimum of five
(5) cables would be working at all times, sixteen (16) spiral four (L) cables
were laid under water acrgss the river, eight (8) being laid at one (1) point
and eight (8) at a different point further up stream, These cables were con—-
nected to test points which permitted selection of any five (5) of the sixteen
(16) cables. The first cable to be'laid across the river was installed and
operating by O9A5, D Day. The wire teams continued to lay cable until eight
(8) cables were installed. The first crossing of eight (8) cables’was eom
pleted 1400, D Day., The construction teams then moved up stream and installed
another eight (8) cables. The second set of eight (8) ‘cables was completed by
1800, D Day. At 1630, D Day, wire laying teams had arrived on the Fast bank-
of the RHINE River and had begun to extend cablés to the 17th U.S. Airborne
Division and to the 6th British Airborne Division. These wire teams had ex—
tended spiral~four (4) cables as far as MUHLENFELD by the evenlng of D Day.
They were unable to extend the lines any further due to enem Lk
area through which they mist proceed and wereZfoh Cbo
until the morning of D plus 1., At this timse
sions! command posts. At 1430, D plus 1, the ‘ B at BHSs
mand Post of the 17th U.S, Airborne DlVlSlon.&"At 1600, D plus 1 the first
- cable arrived at the Command Post of the 6th British Alrborne Division. The
crews then proceeded to extend backwards from the d1v151ors to complete the




second cable from each division to the Corps Command Post. After the initial .
system was installed the crews continued to extend the cable to accommodate
the rapldly moving command posts of the lelSlonS.

b. RADIO COMM NICATION

(1) XVIII Corps (Airborns) Commnd Net C~l: Comminication estab-
llshed as follows:

(a) 17th U.S. Alrborne Division at 1830 24 March 1945,

(b) 6th British Airborne Division at l2h5, 25 March 1945.
(Delay caused by radio set not being avallable for net
until 1200 25 March 1945. )

(2) XVIII Corps (Airborne) Command Net C-2: Communication estab~

lished with 6th British Airborne Division at ILBO 2l March
: 1945,

(3) XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Commard Net C~3: Communication estab-
lished with 17th U.S, Airborne Division at 1235, 2l March
1945, ‘

“(4) - Army Net C-4: Comminication establlshed with SECOND BRITISH

' ARMY and " NINTH U.S. ARMY at 2330, 23 March 1945, )

~(5) . SECOWD BRITISH ARMY Commend Net A-l: Communication estab-

, lished at 2330, 23 March 1945.

{6) FIRST (ALLIED) AIRBORNE ARMY Command Net C-5: Communication
: established 1014, 24 March 1945,
-(7) 17th U,S. Airborne Division Resupply Net C-6: The monitor

“_.“station at Corps Headquarters heard the 17th U,S. Airborne

- ‘Division establish commnication with the FIRST (ALLIED) AIR=
-~ BORNE ARMY at 1158, 24 March 1945,
~ (8)  XVIII Corps (Alrborne) Administrative Net C-8: Communlcatlon
‘ was established with Corps Base at 0812, 24 March 1945.
(9) 6th British Airborne Division Resupply Net C~9: The monitor
~ station at Corps headgquarters heard comminication establlshed
ab 1235, Zh March l9h5.

'lO. Enemy units engaged included 8ith Infantry Division (destroyed) Lé6th
" Division (BG KARST), €lements of 7th Parachute Division, numerous Antlalrcraft
Replacement.,, Volkssturm, Fortress,»Englneer Assault Gun, Signal, Artlllery,
Fusilier, and other units,

11, *CONCIUSION- (Sketeh No. 7)-

Operatlon VARSITY in its conception and planning envisaged seizure of
key terrain to disrupt the hostile defense, and the rapid establishment of a
deep bridgehead by airborne troops with early link up by other river crossing
forces. Plans for subsequent operations to exploit the surprise and confusion
gained, were based upon flexible and aggressive command and early reinforcenment
by supporting armor, antitank weapons, artillery and additionhal ‘supplies and
- service troops, particularly engineers, over very 11m1ted cr0531ng fac111t1es.

The successful execution of the alrborne and exp101tatlon operations
in which XVIII Corps (Airborne) advanced a total of fortyaone (41) miles and
captured eight thousand and nine (8,009) prisoners in six (6) days was made
‘possible not by the remarkable circumstance of having events develop according
to schedule, but rather by the thousands of individuals who bhrough ‘bold and
aggressive actlon, by tlreless and 1ntelllgent efforts caused thodt
occur . : ) ; ’




- It is believed théﬁ strategic and tactical doctrine gdvernlng the em—
ployment of airborne forces were served in VARSITY, and that it may well serve
as a model for future airborne operatlons. S e . ,
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Commandlng. ’ .

1 ANNEX: ' - | P
Troop Llst as of 24,00, 25 March l9h5.4 -

SKETCHES:
No., 1 to 7 Inclu51ve, attached.

DISTRIRUTION:
Twelfth Army Gp
‘Twenty-First Army Gp
First U.S. Army
Second Brit Army
Ninth U.S. Army
FAAA
IX TAC
IX TCC ,
12th Brit Corps . -
XVI U.S. Corps
6th Brit Abn Div
17th U.S. Abn Div
1st Cdo Brig '
6th Gds Armd Brig




ANNEX 1 to accompany REPORT ON OPERATION VARSITY, Hg, XVIII Cor ps (Airborne) R
dated 25 Apr11 19&5.

TROOP Lxs'.r AS OF 2400, 25 MARCH 1945

XVIII Corps (Alrborne)
Hg & Hq Co, XVIII Corps (Airborne)
Hq & Hq Btry, XVIII Corps: Artillery. (Alrborne)
- 54th Sig Bn (Airborne) .
One (1) Graves Reglstratmn Plat (Atchd)
22Lth Fd Coy ,
508th Corps Fd Pk Coy RE. (Atchd)
"Hq 106th Br Coy RASC (Atchd) . ‘
Tipper Plat, 8th Corps Comp Coy RASC (less Det) (Atchd)
One (1) BD Plat RE (Atehd)
1é6th Airfield Construction Gp (Atchd)
- 25th Mechanical Equipment Plat RE (Atchd)
8th Corps Tps RE (less Fd Pk Coy) (Atchd Approx D plus 2)
Det, Tipper Plat, 22d Coy RASC ‘
Det Tlpper Plat 8th Cor ps Comp Coy RASC (At.chd Approx D plus 2)
1626th FBEE Plat , »
8th AGRA '
25th Fd Regt
 61lst Med Regt
53d Hy Regh o
~ 547th FA Bn (155mm Gun) (U.S.) (Atchd)
- 548th FA Bn (155mm Gun) (U.S.) (Atchd)
.. 54,9th FA Bn. (155mm Gun) (U.S.) (Atchd)
9th AGRA: (In general swpoort for counterbattery)
© 9th'Med Regt .
11th Med Regt
- 107th Med Regt
3d Super Hy Regt .
. 3824 HAA Regt (less 2 Btys)
6th Airborne Division
Division Hgs
Hg 3d Para Bde.
- 8th Psra Bo
9th Para Bn
lst Cdn Para Bn
-Hu 5th. Para Bde
~7th Para Bn
~12th Para Bn
~° 13th Para Bn :
" Hg 6th Airldg Bdé
‘12th Devon
2d .Oxf Bucks
1st RUR
22d Indep Para Coy
- 6th Airborne Armd Recee Regt
' Hq RA
L. 53d (WY) Airldg Lt Regt RA
- 2d Airldg A Tk Regt
: 24 Fco
.Hg RE .
"~ 3d Para Son RE :
© 591st Para Son RE
~ 2L9th P& Coy RE (Airborne) -
.. 28th FD Tk Coy (Alrborne)
- J6th Airborne Div Sigs~ =




Hqg RASC
398 Comp Coy (Airborne Hy) RASC
63d Comp Coy- (Airborne Hy) RASC
716th Gomp Coy Alrborne Lt) RAS
22,th Para Fd Amb: -
-225th Para Fd Amb - '
195th Airldg Fd Anb - ' s
Hq RAOC
6th Airborne DlV Ord Fd Pk
Hg REME v
6th Airborne Div Wksps :
6th Airborne Div Pro Coy -
- Div Postal Unit
317th FS Sec
3qns Glider P Regt
One (1) Sqn Lith R Tks -(less 17 Pdr Tks) Equipped with DD Tks (Atchd)
One (1) SP 4 Tk Bty (12 SP M-10 17 Pdrs) (Atchd)
bth Fd Regt RA (Atchd Approx D plus 1)
52d (L) Arty Gp
63d Med Regt
146th Med Regt
79th Fd Regt .
80th Fd Regt
180th Fd Regt
1 Bty, 382d HAA Regt
17th Airborne Division
Hg & Hg Co, 17th Abn Div
Sp Trs, 17th Abn Div
MP Plat, 17th Abn Div
17th Abn Div Band
Ren Plat, 17th Abn Div
TL7th Abn Ord Maint Co
411th Abn QM Co .
517th Abn Sig Co
17th Prcht Maint Co
224th Abn Med Co
139th Abn Engr- Bn
. 155th Abn AA Bn
. Hq & Hg-Bbry, 17th Abn Div Arty
LéLth Prcht FA Bn.
L66th Preht F4 Bn
- 680th G1i FA Bn .
681st Gli FA Bn
507th Prcht Inf
513th Prcht Inf
194th Gli Inf '
1st Commando Brigade (At.chd)
77lst Tank Bn (Atchd) - '
605th TD Bn (3" Towed with 55 DUKWs) (Atchd)
$92d FA Bn (25 Pdr) (Atchd) ;
387th AAA AW Bn (Atchd)
Co A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) (4.2 Mort) (4tchd)
One (1) AT Bty SP (17 Pdr) (Atchd)
53d (W) Div Arty Gp (In Support from P Hour)
8lst Fd Regt

- 83d Fd Regt . o A .
- 133d Fd Regt ' i\ _
17th A Tk Regt : R ;

25th LAA Regt , , o
77th Med Regt 8th AGRA -
1 Bty 382d HAA Regt :

6th Guards Armored Brigade

3 Euaadl” §
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SKETCH NO. 2

SITUATION AT CLOSE

- OF D-DAY 24 MAR 45
. TO @}g OMPANY REPORT ON....

MAJOR COMMANDS:
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY-KCB-DSO-MC
; |2TH BRITISH CORPS:

) LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-GB
: - XVIll CORPS (ABN)
ngenberg MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)——
——MAJ GEN R N GALE- GOE- OBE-DSOMC
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MAJ GEN E L BOLS-DSO

I7TH ABN DIV

MAJ GEN W M MILEY
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SKETCH NO. 3
SITUATION AT CLOSE
OF D+1 25 MAR 45

2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY KCB DSO MC

N
a 5 Para Bde
‘ I2TH BRITISH CORPS

LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-CB
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SKETCH NO. 4

SITUATION AT CLOSE

OF D+2 26 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON.....

MAJOR COMMANDS: &A%
2D BRITISH ARMY \
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY:KCB:DSO-MC

I2TH BRITISH CORPS:
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-C
XVIll CORPS (ABN) -
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
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I7TH ABN DIV RACER € LTAGLOTE IN THIS AREA BY 270200 MARGH < IZ(BR)
MAJ GEN W M MILEY v X > St
IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR}———— () X
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTS-DSO-MG o “XVIII /
6(BR) N
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY Brunen
+ COMMANDING - Hamminkeln 5/3TH PRGHT INF EFFECTIVE 270200 /MARCH

RELIEVED BY 3D PARA BDE
ON THIS LINE 26-27 MARCH

I7 \

EFFECTIVE 270200 MARCH

//////////m’ "

\ |
o,,4_

Peddenber 5_,’

SISy iy, " Nz
PP PP //?./'/,,
/%

|zso7

rudenburg
— -r'l/”l -

o

P o
[/

/ O T T — LIppg RIVER 0y
/%// - > n ™0 ~ I]w ‘/ ﬁ sﬁj \
// s Biichholt \
L5S/APRIL 1945/3060 E/263
YARDS IOIOO 500 ? |0|00 20_?0 SOIOO 40’}0 YARDS

llllll
lllll

. 1 T 1
METRES 1000 500 0 i 2 3 4 KILOMETRES






XVill CORPS (ABN)
. BKETOH WNO.5 =
SITUATION D+3 27 MAR 45

TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON . ot

4'/0”% 77772

MAJOR COMMANDS
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY - KCB:DSO-MC
I2TH BRITISH CORPS
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE-CB
XVill CORPS (ABN)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN) ——
——MAJ GEN R N GALE' GOE'OBE'DSO"MC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS'DSO
I7TH ABN DIV
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SKETCH NO.6 4
SITUATION D+4 MAR
AND D+5 29 MA
i1 COMPANY REPORT ON.......
7 \
MAJOR COMMANDS:
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY - KCB - DSO ‘MG
I2TH BRITISH CORPS ACOESFELD
LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE -CB
XVIll CORPS (ABN)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY Nottuln
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII GORPS (ABN)
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ASSAULT CROSSING OF THE RHINE
BY BRITISH SECOND ARMY, SUPPORTED

r
I12TH CORPS
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LT G SIR MILES DEMPSEY'KCB-DSO-MC
IST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY
—LT GEN LEWIS H BRERETON
I2TH BRITISH CORPS
— LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE- CB
XVIIl CORPS (ABN)
MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)—
= MAJ GEN R N GALE-DSO-OBE-MC—

6 TH ABN DIV (BR)
MAJ GEN E L BOLS-DSO
I7TTH AIRBORNE DIV
MAJ GEN W M MILEY

6TH GUARDS ARMD BDE (BR) —
—— BRIGADIER W D C GREENACRE-MVO —
IST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR) —
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