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HEADQUARTERS XVII! CORPS (AIRBOENE) 
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SUII1IARY OF	 GROwn FORCES PARTICIPATION IN 
OPERATION "VARSITY" ' 

25 April 1945 

gE~TERAL 

1. On or abcut 09 February 191~5, while still engaged in
 
the ROER River area north of SCm-EIDT, I ,received from the
 
SUPREHE' COM]\~ANDER, in person, my first instructions concern­

ing this operation. He informed me that the XVIII Corps (Air­

borne) would successively command a three-airborne division
 
operation east of the REINE, in support of the 21st Army
 
Group; would be promptly withdrawn; and shortly thereafter a
 
two-airborne division operation, lilcewise east of the RHINE,
 
in suppqrt of the 12th Army Group.
 

2. The Corps was withdrawn from the SCHllIDT area, 13 Feb­

ruary, returned to base at EPERNAY, FRANCE, and, in accordance
 

, with dir~ctives from FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY, began planning .. 
for nVARSITYu, under planning ,cont~cl of the 21st Army Group. 

PLANUING 

3. 21st Army Group directed the operation1,{quld be in
 
support of Brl ti,sh SECOND .ARMY. The mission, evolved from con­

ferences with General Officer Commanding that Army, Commanding
 
General, FIRST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARlEY, and Commanding General,
 
XVIII Corps (Airborne), was:,
 

"To disrupt the hostile defense of the RHINE in the 
WESEL sector' by the seizure of key-terrain by airborne 
attack, in order ~apidly to deepen the bridgehead t9 be 
seized in an assault crossing of the EHINE by British 
ground forces, arid in order to facilitate the further 
offensive opcj."'ations of the SECOND ARMY. n 

The 6th British and the 13th and 17th U. S. Airborn~ 
Divisions were made aVE-iIable to the Corps. British SECOND AHMY 
and U. S. NINTH L.Rl1Y,bo1;h under 21st Army Group control, were 
direoted to furnish the necessarysu.pporting troopsandserv­
ices. Both we,re furnished in 'generous measure, the bulk con.... 
siating of British formations, particularly artillery. Subse­
quently, due to insufficient air lift, the 13th Airborne DiVi-
S ion was wi thdravvn from the opGration. 

4. Bri tish SECOND AR~l[Y agreed to defer its assault \cross­
ing of the RHINE by as much as five days, if weather shOUld com­
pel postponement of the airborne eff'ort, wh,ich the COMMANDER-IN­
CHIEF, 21st Army Group, and the General Officer Comrna11dingBri tish 
SECOND ARI\fY, considered essential to the success of theHHINE . 
crossing. Daylight was chosen for the airborne operation, in 
order to tal-ce full advantage of complete Allied air supremacy· 
and the 'overwhelming superiority of available Allied artillery. 

the g~;un~en~~~na:~:umad~r;~~~n:~et~~r~,' ,	 ~:~~~~~, 
ployment of ,airborne in v/hich thi '	 ~~Ir

, t: 
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to <:l:~r ~~xe;~~~~~td~~i;~~n~~e~;~~~~~~s:~h~~i~)~~~~i~~lY 
rearward with assaulting'British XII Corps q.nd toexpo.nd the 
bridgehead laterally to thesQuth to seal ,of't,'WESEL::and .Ulultfj­
conta.ct v{1th the U. S. NINTH AID:.1Y (V,JESEL ·wasto 'be 'seiz,eq by 
a rapid night assault by the Br~tish 1st C~tnm~ndo Brigade); '. 
to further deepen the bridgehead to'a depth of o.b9u t<lQ,0.00 ' • 
yards by a coordina.ted Corps attack to seize\key terrain; to 
be prepared" on liRMYorder) to', deepen this bridgehead to 15,000
yards by an attack in conjunction: with XII ,Corps on its l~:rt;­

and thence to exploit eas.twurd in Qccordance with ARMY o~ders 
and the situntion. 

7.. . It vtasdec:1dedthEtt ."the 'XVIII Corps (Airborne),' les"s' 
i tsd1visi0ns,wouldw:4thdrp.Yf'~;'Orn this operation not, Inter ·.than 
Df6, in order to mount the next o.irborne operati'on, as·' 'directed 
by the SupREME"COMl:{f\NDER. . " . 

EXECUTION 

8. Weather was excellent. Execution began on D'Dny, 
24 Murch. Bothd~visi9ns led" wi th theirp().rric.huteechelo~s. 
The dr9ps,c'om~encing<:D.~1000 hours;conclude~.witlt t:he< last 
g.liderelemen.tshortly a~ternc>0l.'l.'· Fif'tee~. ,minutes','la~e~J 240 
hep.vy··bombers'dro·ppe(i orl,E:day .·.of'·supplyby ·paraghute.·.• toeach 
dlvl.sion.Groundconta,c:t :bEiing'8stablished' '7ith BritishXI·I .. 
Corps on D Day,G-nd ferrying and 'bridging ope~~tionsp~tng 
ahend of schedule, the supply.situut1on permitted cancell-n.tion 
of allplnnned subsequent nir resupply missions. The c.irbbrne 
phase 'of tlVA~SITytf therefo:re termina)ted at nbout 1330 on D Day. 

9., .,'the op,erution .wa~ dev:e:rop~d in ful;L conform!ty, phase 
bypliasfi,',i;.T.:Lththe plqn. By the time the finnl planneq. phaSE;' 
line, . abotit15,pOO -ynrp.s deE}p" 'was about to, be reache'd, .. :the -•. 
Corps ordered;-'this linedis.·r~gurded, end mnximum exploitution' 
to the' ep.st, theobjoct1ve being to seize deboucbment ar.ens,:, 
beyond tbe defil'es o.t,DULMEN and HALTERN, in order to permit 
'British and American armor to brenk out into the north German 
plain. 

~ . . 

'10. Prior tothi's time the 6th Guards .A,rmor~d. Brigade 
(Scots~ Guards ,'Colds tream .Guards, .Grenudi~r Guurds) hn? heen 
attach~d<to .. thi$ Corps. ':At,taching the 513th paruchu-te'· Infnntry, 
to t,hisbrigb.de, it was pushed vlith maximum sp~ed.D.ndyenorgy 
tQ the.east, and rapidly' sefzed the debouchment areas, desired. 
Immedinte.ly on the heuls of this brigade, the infant'ry of the 
17th Airborne Division arrived, too~ OV0r the d8fens8 of these 
arens, and fr8ud the Guards ,Armored Brignde for its rapid sub... 
sequent movement on MUNSTER" 

11. Mean~~ile, through both the DULMEN and &\LTERN defiles, 
the exits of which v/ere now secur'ely hbld, the U. S. 2d .Armored 
Division exploited enstwo.rd. 

STATI ST,1Q~S'~~ t;~l~) 

12. During the six-dny period, 24 to 30 March, ill which 
this ,Corps controlled the operation, it uveraged ado..ily advnnce 
Of over seven miles; took 8,000 prisoners; destroyed the 84th 
Infantry Division; and, byverifi~d but very incomplete count, 
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captured or destroyed Clnd AA pieces and 26 tanks.
 
The withdrawal of the Corps: on Df6 lliad8 it impossible to get
 
full reports from the divisions. It is believed tho.t the
 
amount of mnteri81 cnptured and destroyed greatly exceeds the
 
above figures.
 

CONCLUSIONS 

13. p.. Concept und plt:~nnil1g were sound o.nd thorough, and
 
executionflttVf1f;; s s.
 

b. ,The impact of tl1e ''b.irborne divis i0J;ls, at one blow, 
cOIn:p'letelY,shD:ttered theho,~tilbdefense, permitting prompt 
linlf-'Up with the assaultipgXII Corps, the 1st Commando, BrigD.de,
and the NINTH ARMY on ,the south. 

c. Thernpid de<:;pening of the bridgeh<ifD.d materially
 
incre?tsed<therapiq~tyof. bridging operations, which, in turn,
 
greatlyincrep.s~dtherate of b-qild-up on th8 eastbnnk, so
 
esse:nt~al"tb s~9~sequent successE;s.
 

d,.:.:>Tn~-" ins tstent:driye of tr1eCorps; t b the'bp.st" .'D.n.d 
the ;rnp.id,';§;~~zl1re'of'kQY terrD~in in the DULr.m;N' QndIL\LTEflN~ area.s, 

. were' decis,.:iv'e' contr~butionsto. this opero.t~on:,.,and-·to SUbsequent 
developments, us by'it both ':Sri tish o.nd U.'. 8 •. armor wer~ able to 
debou,cl1 :Lnto tpe north GerL1~l1 plaip at full strength and mo-' 
mentutn. 

> '.. . ••. a.In planningp.nc.l.inoxecution, the.cooperatioH ,of. 
po.rtic:ipo.i;il)g ,tlir:forCBs, .both .... British and;lme'ricnn, I:pons ider' 
s~ompletfB.ly"~at'isfL1ct9rY•.' The.rE:.vlD,s··17oe;ne:P1yair .. ipt;er9.GJ)tion.
~The/·f~.g,tyter'~;b9Ulq~0fs';,;,~n"'tho~r.·:,c'91.uite:r~fJ.aJs,']?o10"':.:w~r.€:··.·,··o;:s,.•·.effec­
tive ·'usC?;Uld',pt;.vp .qe01'1 ,eX1JeC te~:L'.,T;heD.ir .resupp~yPY ,heo.vy 
bomber? ,was . timo~y" ahd mut a criticD.~L neud: .Tro?pd~,:l.ivory 
by IX Troop Gar'l'iDr Command VITUS ,on ti'me ,undwi "bh minor'~4,C(;P-
tions, in. the correct areas. ,< 

f. I wish phrtic~lnrly to r~cord that throughout both 
plaYl:Q.ing and 8xecution, the cooperntion l:lnd actual assistn11ce 
provid'ed ,bytheCoramo.nders, Stnffand troops of the .British 
formatiopSt\ll1der:v7hi;ch,tkL~sC9J:PSserved, .vlhich. it .commanded, 
0:rv17ithwh;ich it .was.·.. f~,s;roc:tQtecl, 16ft. nothing ·.to be desired. 
Forrriy pn~rt, I:hnve 11,(~ver'hadmore.' sQ,tisfying professional .. 
service in combat ,Dor mOTe agreeo.ble persol1n.l".relations with 
po.rticipnting commanders. " \ 

~ \ 
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REPORT ON OPERATION VAR,SITY . 
' 

1. PLANNING PHASE: 

a. Headquarters/XVIII Corps·(A£rbbrne). was· at ZlI\7EIFALL, GERMANY 
preparing plans to cross ROER River when Major General M. B.' RIDGWAY received 
ord.ers, to :report for conferenc(S 9 February 1945 with Commander-In-Chief, 
TiNENTY-FIRST ARMY GROUP. At this conference the XVIII Corps (Airborne) was 
alerted for Operation VARSITY, an airborne operation in conjunction with the 
crossing of RHINE River, by SECOND BRITISH ARMY, with date to be' 31 March 1945. 
The Corps was relieved from FIRST U.S. ARMY and proceeded to'ba.se in EPERN'Nr, 
FRANCE, c~osing there 14 February 1945. ' '. :', .' 

" . . ;, I 

.·h~ 'The 6th British Air'borqe Division, 17th U .8.' ,Airborne "Division 
and 13th U .8. Air.borne Divis ion :w~re assigned for the airborne op'eTation~ 'The 

. 6th Britis~ Airborne Division moved to ENGLAND from FRANCE for·training and 
preparation for departure from airdromes in the UNITED KINGDOM.' The 17th 
U.8. "Air};>orne Division was withdrawn .:frorncornbat in the ARDENNES Area and
 
closed in the vicinity of CHALONS, FRANCE on 14 February 1945 for reorgani....
 
zation, reequipping and, training. VARSITY was to be the fir st, combat' air ­

borne oper.at~on of the 17thU .8. Airborne Division. The 13th U.S~ Airborne
 
Division haC! rec'ently arrived on the continent am was reorganized' under new
 
Tlo & E. It had not be~n iri combat ~ This divi~ion was releass'd from Oper­
ation VA~SI'rY;'on 8.March 1945.·' ' .:.
 

c., Du,r ing t he planning Pl1ase .(lumerous conference s were held to
 
"button Up·,f the multitu~e of details ,as ra pre-requisite ,to, t.he successful
 
mounting of a combined river crossirlg and airborne operation. A detailed
 
account of all the' general and special staff conferences is not "within the
 
scope: of this report, but it· should"be recorded that th~ staff planning of
 
the ·tacticai ,and logistical aspects of the operation, both air a,nd ground,
 
contributed i'n large me,asure to' its' succe.ss£ul, execution. Three (~) ma.ior
 
conferences 'were conducted by Headquarters, SECOND BRITISH ARMY resulting
 
in ~qoptiC?n of the following broad plan as it affecte.d operations of XVIII
 
Corps. (Airborne): '
 

D Day - 24.',March 1945.' 

D~3 ....	 Air neutralize enerily air by bombing airdro.n:e s, parti ­
cularlythose used by jet-propelled aircraft; sweep 
on D Day. . 

D-l - 1730 .... RAE heavy aircraft bomb ~\lESEL. 

1800 .... Massed artillery b?gin all night preparation. 

2100 - 30th British Corps launch assault crossi.dg o'r 
RHINE on one (1) division front toseiz.e' a bri.dge..,. 
head ihthe vicinity of REES. 

2200 - 1st Commando Brigade ct'os.s RHINE am launch' sIle'ak 
attack on 'WBSEL. 

request 1st Commando 

1 ­

http:�--.�.�'.������


,:" ,....._c., ' 

;. 

, . . 

b"l)ay -0200 - 12th Brit ish Cor ps launch assault erossing of 
RH~NE North of V~SEL with 15th (Scottish) Divi­
sion; seize BISLICH (Al443) a~d advance on BOCHOL't 
.(A~260,. arid BqRKEN' (A396~). 

~ . ~. . .: ( .~ 

1000 - (P:,ij.our)· -6th I;1ritish Airborne Division and 17th 
U~~. ,A~r90rne. Divisioh begin sim~ltaneous drops 
in'the area Northwe st of WESEL indicated on Sketch 
No. 1, attached. Drops and landingst~ be com-.. 
pleted by.,l145, 'n pay. ,See' Paragraph 2, "Plan of 
Commanding General,'.XVIII Corps (Airborne)ft' for:' . 
furthardetails of initial mission 'and subsequent 

,.' emplO;yrrlentof, airborne. units to exploit the bt'idge­
. head. ..,'; , . . 

,..", .,. ~ . ' ,,,1 

1309 -:. 'Resupply by air 'e" 

2. PLAN OF COMMANDING :~ENERAL t 'XvIII C~RPS \{ AIRBORNE2: (SketohN,o. 1) 

a. Mfssion XVIII C"drps> (A~;borne): To disrupt th~' hbsttle' der~hse 
of the RHINE NQrth 'pf: WESEL by seizure of key terrain by airborne attack in 
order to rapidlY deepen bridgehead, facilitate crossing by SECOND BRITISH ARMY 
and link-up with. NINTHU .S.ARMY; then be prapared for further offensive actio] 
eastwal'd' on SECOND BRITISH ARMY Order. . .. . . ". -. .. , 

.. b, Initial Mission .6th Er itlsh Airborne Di\71sion; TO drop during 
daylight, 24 March 1945, beginning atp HoUr;' seize, clear and seclire"t,he Divi.. 
sion Are.~with pf~ority to the high ground in the general area (160475 ~,( 
163468 - .170461), the town of HA?J}lMINKELN, and th€ bridges over the ISSEL"Rive'X' 
at (218497) and (222485);. protect the left (North) flank of theoCorps; estab­
lis\1cont~ct with the 1Zth Br.~tishCorps, and the 17th'U It'S. "Airborne Division • 
.Ob.;ectives to beheld at all costs.- . ,: . . 

c. Initial Mission 17th U.S.Airborne Division: To drop during day­
light ;,24·March 1945, beginning at 'p Hour; ser;;e;,clear-and seCure the Divi­

.'sion A~ea "with hl'riQrity to t~e high .. ground East of DIERSFORDT' in the general 
"a~~Q. (181,449· ... 183443.- '1914411, and,t~e bridge's over the ISSE1.Rivei' from· 
(25.3439) ,toJ235458) (both,inclusive); p2'otect the right (South) 'fJ.ank of the 
Corps; establish. contact with th~lst Commando Brigade, the 12th British'Corps 
and "the'6t~ British Airborne Division. Objectives.to 'be held ·at all'-cost's. 

q • Plan for subsequent operations' called for advance to Phase Line 
LONDON (Sket~h No.1), byl?thU.S. Airborne Division by 0700, D plus 1; ad­
vance to Phase Line NEW YORK by 1700, D plus 1 with 6tl]. Srit ish Airborne Divi­
SiOh anei7th U.8. Airborne Divis~on (With 1st Commando "Brigade attached); 
12th I3ritishCoros to relieve' elements of 6th British Airborne Division North 
of inter-Corps b6undary dur itlg .the . night orO-plus· 1 and 2; advance to Phase 
Line :.PARIS on D plus 2; yontfutie the 'advanoe on 'order of General 
mand .i~g, .sE¢b~ BRITISH. AI:l1.fi'.. .. ' '~,/'~">\ 

~ . • I 

... 3'~' PERSONALITIES: 

'GeneralOffJc,er Commanding, T1A1ENTY...FIRST ARMY GROUP 
Field Marshal, Sir 'BERNARD,' L. MONTG011ERY, KeB,' DSO 

GeneraiOffic€~ Commanding, SECOND BRITISH ARMY 
Li~ut€nant Gene~al Sir MILES D~~PSEY, KGB, DSO, Me 

CommandirigGeneral , FmST (ALLIED) AmBQIiN~ ARMY 
. Lieutenant Gllneral IEmS H.· BRE~T6Iwl\~\\X;, 

Commanding Gene~al, XVIII Corps (AirJt~~~,\~.\".' . 
" Mujor General MATTHEW' B. RIDGWAY , . 

\ 0: 

.. 
'" 

>I '" slr; ". -iHo ~ ~ 



Hq~ XVIII·eo:r:ps (Air bar ne ) , dat ed 25 Apr i1 1945. 

Deputy Commander, iVltI' C~r'ps (Airbdrne) ',-' 
Major General RICHARD N• dALE; DBa, aBE, Me,. General Officer 

, Comma~d.jng, 1st ,J?ritish"'A1.rb0r.ne qorps'" 

General Officer Commanding, 8th Brit ish Corps 
. Lieutenant General <EVEL~ H.' BARKER, CB, CEE, 'DSa,: MG 

G'eneral, Officer Commandit~,; 12th Br it ish Corps 
Lieutenaht General NJtI~ RI!CH~, CB 

Commanding Generql, 8th 'Bomber COtr.inand' (B",,2h Re:supply), 
Ma.ior General FREDERICK L. ANDERSON 

Commanding General, IX Troop Carr1~r"G6~ari~, 
'Ma jor 'General PAUL l.. 'WILLIAMS;' ,',,. 

Commanding General, 17th U.S<>Airborne Division 
',' Ma ior General WILLIA~1 M.' MILEY , 

General Officer Commanding, 6th Br it ish Airborne 'bivision 
Major 'General ERIOL. ,. BOLS, DSO · . 

General Officer' Commanding, .6th 'Guards ArmQred Brigade 
Br igadie r W. D. Cr. GREENACRE, MVO 

General Officer Commanding, 1st Commando' B!'igade 
, BrigadierDERCK M~LLS-ROBERTS, Ds6, Me - Iris~'Guards~ 

Off1.ce!' C011"manding,. SAS Ground Force " 
.~ie.uten.antColonel BRIAN FORSTER MORTAN FRANKS, DSO, Me 

4. GHRONOLOGYOF EVE!IT.§: 

a.:,24 March 194.2.: (Sketch No. ~) . 

The operation: proc e6ded according to plan v\lith dro'ps and landings 
-being made in'moderate to intense·antiai:rcr'aft fire. Details of patterns is'" 
a matter 'of' separate st\ldy, but in"general they may be' classified' as good. By 
night fall reports were received that all objectives had' been taken by both 
divisions, except thatthe5l3thP~r~Ghu~e Infantry, 17th U.S. Airborne Division 
was launching a night attack tose9~r~,the high ground in the heavily wooded 
area North of DIERSFORDT • Thisat,tapk Wc;S, successful. Five (5) bridgesacro$s 
the ISSELRiver had been seizea Intadt.and HAlv1MINKEIN had been seized by 6th . 
Airlanding Brigade, 6th BritishAitborn~Di\rision. 194th Glider Infanti'y, 17th.. 
U.S'. Airborne Division held cross,tngs'ofthe ISSE'L River within its zone. Con~ ", 
tact had been made between all urtit~.: .. 1st Commando Brigade held the we'stern 
hal'f' of WESEL. Build....up of support.ing units across the RHINEproceedeEi slowly 
due to difficulty with Class 50-60 Hafts •.... The Corps Commander cro'ssed during 
the aft'ernoon· and. joined the Commanding General, 17th u.S. Airb9r ne, Division. 
Two'hUridred'-and'forty (240) B-24 aircraft dropped five hundred and' fort'v' (540) 
tons- 6f "anununit'ion, food and gasoline at J)OO Ho~rs • 6th HI' itish ,Aitbor'ne Divi­
sion reported oaptureof fifteen hundred (1,;5.00) prisoners, 17th U.$~ 'Airborne 
pivisioll two thousand (2,000) pri$one~s, ,durihg the day, with ideritification 
of .'g4t~ 'In'fantry :Divisi~n.pr edominatin~~ 

. ,.' . 

"':.' T~e!ai;rb~r)1~~' of such depth that aIr eneIIW art illeryand.. rit0P was 
j'intv~~Ad~~it~~1~~C7C~;~~ included and de'stroyed, reducing in. one' (1) day 
1f~nf:~~D~'~\;;~~fl~~,,~a;,ye.\\;1t;~kenmany. day.s to reduce by ground attack only. 
\~_)r\\t~d)i<:,J;,JL'2 ~j !iJ'12a'i..'3:r ' ," , ' 

Resupply mission by air for 25 March 1945 was cancelled. 

3789 POW 



b" ,25 March 1942:, (Sketch No.3) , 
'. -; l .••. .'..... '.;.: '... .\'-\ 

, ',' XvIIIC6~p~ (Airbol"rte)as'~urned ':e6:tit'rol 1st CQmfuando:Bri~de'~~at
 
0930, (which' was confirmedlatep'byHe!ldq'uarters, SECOND BR'ITISH A.~iY)"4 and": it
 
was .~ttached to ~7th U~S. Airborne,PJ~i.sion. WESEL was not completely clear
 
at o'pen?-ng ·:o~',·t,h, i~' .per;Lo~,. .... :"j.. ' ':', :'. ',' .
 

\.. .. :. 4 ., • , 1 ~ • I ' ... _..... ~ ,; '!' 

,~,~. \ ,"'17t'l·{u .S'. AiXbbrne'Di~is1o~!iaun~h'ed an attack ''With' 194th:'Gii~cJ~r 
Inrantrt,'t3.i;1d! 507th Parachute' Irifantry:"at,";l500toseize .Ph&se Line': ~'o~p'6N.,,:,·,·the 
194th Glider lnran,try reporte,d on~t's' obJectives by 1?09; resi:s~atice",·91a:s"~j.fied 

. as' +(igh~ with no 'enemy artillery or' Ihdrta~ fir~ ehcountE:?red,~ 5d7~'h:-Par,a~l:l.ute 
Infaptrt wi~h stiffer resistance, in'/vic~ryit'y of WESEL had 'tw.o (2)".!:;<lt;.talA9#$ 

.on Fhasa Li'ne DONnON pr ior ,torri~dri.i.ght. ' " .': .: .:' '" " : .. 
• '.., "'. -( .,' , #~.,; 

.. Build-up precgeded'~lo;Wlyw,ftheach division te.inforced;'by dn~"'(l) 
battery- ·seli\...prope:ued ,antitank: guris" C~f. ~blI.#.ger, British) and :L7th U\S;. A:tr'~ 

,borne Division :reinforcedbyone(l) ttlnk,:company•. 6th British Airbor'ne,Divi­
sion had beenreiriforced by~ the. ~quivalen~' 'of on~ (1) tank compp.ny(amphi'b"ihus) 
on D Day. " '. " ;! ';'. '" "",.. '" ',. "" '. ;

, i 1 .. '.: 

" Corps Tactica,i"qomrriand, 'P6~top~'hB~' on the East bank at DIERSFO?bT 
t178442) at 14'00', and the sarre"afternoon t ls'sue'd J ordersfor attack on Phase': 
'Line NEW YORK with divisions! ·'a.bregst; :fi:>rmatiou" and boundaries as 'pla'nned'" pr€ ­
vious1y (see Sketch No. lY at 6900,'26 March 1945;' 3d Pa:rachuteBr~gad;e'j6th 
B:r;'itiish AirboFne... Divis:Lon in .~or~:;J ~eserve. 
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c. 26 March 1945; (Sket~h ~o. 4) 

"'6th 'Bri tis'n :Airborne Divisi"on and 17th U.S. Airborne Division at ­

tacked as planned and. s.ecured al1ob,jectives on Phase Line NEW YORK, Resist-.
 
ance classifieO as light along the entire fr'ont .'Onl:v,two·(2} counterattacks
 
reported up t"o thiis t:tmeeach of about company strength',.'
 

Plans were completed for' c'6ntirluation of the attack on Phase Line 
PARIS at 0906, 27 March1945~ "with arrang'ements made' for relief of elements of 
6th British Airborne Division by 12th British Corps North of the previously 
agreed inter-G~rps bo~dary by 0200,' '27 ~!arch 1945. 

Build-up of reinforcement s proceeded more rapidly due to opening
 
of Class 40 Bridg'e ahead .o:f'.schedule'?-nci' ~~nstruction of two (2) Class 40
 
Bridges at TAmlSEL' by NINTH U.S.' ARMY.: '
 

",6th Guards Armored Brigade after ~rossing RHINE during night 26 ­

27 March 1945 was attached to XV]:!I Corps (Airborne), and plans we'l'e prepared
 
to re{nforoe it with the following':" '
 

513thPara'~hute Infantry (less one' (1) battalion) 
144th. Self-Pr?pelled. Anti~~i I~%t~yr 
6th F1.6;Ld Reg:tment '., . i1~~~ ffi~ i IJ 

._,,", '1 Air Support 'Tentacle . i~r!~J t~j ~ijl 
~~~~ \\1~1~ t~'~~~i 

and to attack 
;; 
ot( Corps Order'to seize. the' line DORSTEN, (4'74'Q) ...,~HADES (4450). 

17th u-.s. Airborn~Divisionsecuredbridge$ite at (:323397) to
 
safeguard bridging operation of XVll)'.S~ C9rps following day.
 

I ;. ­

> 1st Commando' Brigade replaced' 3d' flarachute Brigade at 1800 as
 
Corps Reserve vicinity of 'WEsEL.,
 

. 
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REPORT ON OPERATION VARSITY, Hq, XVIII Corps 

d. 27. March 1945: (Sketch No. 5) 

During the night 26 -. 27 March 1945', '6th Br'itish ,Airborne Division 
sent patrols ~s far out as Pha,se l,inePAR,IS J and uponf:inding no' 'resistance 
quickly pushed two (2) batt8:1ions for'ward so that by daylight they ,were,on that 
line.. The Corps Commander issue.d instructiO,ns to.,disregard Phase Line 'PARIS 
and to advance aggressively on the 'line DORSTEN .,.. 1~ULFEN (5047) - LEMBECK (4951), 
with particular attention to bridges on the LIPPE River. Units were instructed 
to push the attack relentlessly ,day and night in order to obtain maximum ex­
ploitation 'withminimum delay'. ' ' . ' 

The 6th GuArd S Armored Br igade was delaYE?d cro ssing the, RHINE 
bridges, but with 513th Parachute I,rifaritrj", (less one (1) 'bat~'a1ion) att'ached, 
it attacked at 1500 and passed thr6ugh 'leading 'element~ of 17th U.S. Airborne 

'Division dur ingthe'night ~ ':' ,; . ' ' ",r '- '," " , ' 

Despite st'iff resistance in the Forest WESEL Area, gains up to
 
nine thousand (9 ,Oob) yards ~ere '~a?e' in 'the porpsZone. : .": , ;".'.
 

XVIII 'Corps (Airborne) b.o~a'nd 'Post: 'dperted .at:15'OO' ':a~;.?~54:?7~"
 
North of WESEL. i
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e. 28' March 1945: (Sketch No.6) 

".", ... 6th Guard's Armored Brigade, (reinforced by5l3thParachute Infantry) 
entered ,DORS:rEN a;t, .o~OO, and at 1230, 28 March 1945, orQl erder g·were iss~ed 
by Corps Comman??:r',to advance rapidly on the axis HALTERN (6249) -DUL1!.{EN 
(6859) - MUNSTER (9273). Resistanc'e atLIPPRAMSDORF (5546) consisting priri:.... 
cipal1y of ~el+--pr9pelled guns held,up tpe brigade until darkness. This re­
sistance was bypassed during the night. ' 

6th British Airborne Di'Vis ion"cont-inued the attack, seizing the
 
town of ERLE (4950)- by 0800, and pushed, on to meet stubborn resistance at
 
IEMBEpKwhich was shelled and also bombed by RAF. LEMBEGK wasseiz,ecl during
 
night of 28 .-29March 194~ •. 6tp Br,itish Airborne Division and all 'the sup­

porting artillery, of 8th British Corps passed to' BthBritish Corps control at
 
2400. . " ' 

17th u.s. ,Airborne, Divis~9n(less513thP~~chute' Infantry) con­

tinued the attack. 507t,h~P~~acPt1telqtantryseized VVU~EN by 2100; it was,
 
then motorized and ordered' to a?vp.ncerapidly to join the 'Guards" ArrIlored Bri..,.
 
gade~ in' HALTERN where it took,respon~ibilityfor security of the' tcp1Nn;ancl 'sent
 
out'security to the East, periffieter of ST',A1,DBECKEN LAKE. ' , .
 

- ~. . . .' ' ',-"',: . \.', "" -.' ,• 

1st Commando Br:i.gad~ ,relieved from assignment to XVIIICotps (Air­
borne) and reverted to command 8th l?ritish Cor p$ upon arr ival in ERIE,. 

Plan for future operatiQn:6thQuardsArmored Brigade with 513th 
Parachute Infa}1try attached, to press adv5llce on axis HALTERN - DUfj;fEN,-:;., . 
MUNSTER; '507t"l P:i.1",)..ci-mtc Inf,:intry toscCl).rE., HALTERN; 19~th Glic'c.r Inf:int~y to 
nove by nlQtor on DULMEN to ga.rrison:;,nc secure that' area. 17th UllS. A~borne 

Division (+es's~13th P~rabhute Xnfantry) pushed rapidly for~ardby Indtor to 
HALTE~N and IXJ~ME'N, was 'orderedtosecur~~tbridgeheaostt,at those ..pl~ce's c9vering 
exits" arid"d~fllE?s~thusinsur:i;.ng open1~g8,',through which. Guards Armored, Brigad~ 

~~ ~ 1 .iSi::e:::l:ta::::i:::::YP::::::~:3::5).
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! •	 29.'March,'1.94 5~ (~~ietcqj, Np'~;6) 
"",_',"'Y',;,r"',,,',,}.,.. • , .. " ..... I' 

, .....	 .. '.' "",¥ .,"6th,Guar.~~:Armored~'13ri'gad~'.rieinforced, relie vedl in HAtTERN' \was
 
by ;o7~h::,~a~~ehu.t,e~,I,l}f,~t,rrpr~Pi~,~~:t1~~+~~htand.coritinued. ~clv,anl~~ }~'~p~uring
 
'DU~byl.~OO'•. ·Fu:rthe~'i~av~l1C~':'Vl~s<~loeked"·"by::;e~tensiv.~ru~b.le~:~:}..n~,:~~W?,~ts,.", 
antl 'mar'shyg~ound') on ·'putsk~rt:sLi9.f"iC~~~';;~f~'~~'.in'eer'faci+~t,~e's.;,':w(?r~"P!i~~·*~~···f6,f~:· 
'ward,tocleat ,path. By' 1900' pl¢1~';~were:·~brnplete.,tocont~l'lU~~a'V;~nc~:J:);ight:,:, ,., ." 

,,29 - 30 March1,945toliU~'~JIt63) .,wh~ch,'Wa8oecupiedat';Q505.j:Wl,larch'W45. 

, 194th Glidef IrU'~r~~ ~onti~ued'inovll b; 1llPtor';'~ttie,tJ·~~~~ 
" .17th U.s. Afr~~il~;"~~'i~iOI1; H~adqu arter~;;~ndPiilk 9'1'" a'i;~;SiOh', , 

troops assembled in v~pinitY9f:':'HAL'l'E'IiN." , ', '., " . '.' '''.'
 
. ., '.. ',," .t,:':,·,'· .•.. ~;:: i<f; t', .'. . . -: " '. '. '. .: :"~4 ,
 

". .+,he2d JJ.S.j\rm()i~,ed.:'P'iv1si:(}n):·of XIX U .Sel;Co,rp's"NINTH U ~~.: '~Y';
 i. 

at leOO, ,29' Mar?~ ~?45:~~yan~e;d~qh;~~~~,~,~!,.9~SrEN: IjAtTERN., -DULMEN, to"~as't~-:
 
thl'ough~ndrel:tev,e· ·17th-:'u'~S~'A.1;~bor'r1ep'l,v1.s:t0n:tn HALTERN and roLMEN. ·····.17th
 
U~S.Airborne~ivisid!iwi~"li'.'8.¥;Ij'.;-S~::,:'~{itt~~chnreht·s, 'upop' ,bei!1g,"passed ,thI!pugh' to
 
. COme ,undereomrnand. xli 'U ~S~; COrpa;106QO;);30MaI'ch, 1945~ ... All'B~·ittsh .. unit's'~ "" ..
 

: ··remaining .. att'ached ·.;tP. 17th,·,~: .. 5'~':Airb9f.hg',':!)iViston .and .,XVI1I€orps ·...•(Airboj:t~,;j·; 
to revert :to' ethBritish"d·6rps"\3.~·,b60b,')OMarch :1945.:'XIXU .·S.'C6r'ps';to~·~~ 
'sum~,.nespon~ibilitYfor that p'a.I't,ofXVIIIGorps) (Airborne) Zone in NlNififu:s" 

. ARMY,:~ope,:.ar-p,.8thBr:it:tsh'c.orps,t6,assu~e resp'onsibilit~ for that pa.rt: o~
 
lyIIICo'rps,(Air,borne). Zone in' ~ECOND BB,ITISH1\.RMY:,Zone.· ..' XVIII'Corp~:',:(At.~.~t
 
'p'orne)torev€'r~ to ,F~RST,' {~LIED),AIRBORNEAmE¥"'same date and hour (06qd; ';: '...
 
3,0 M~reh 1945).:.; ,
 

1..".-;;',;,:. 
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'.g{'(,~,,~20"Mat'ch.··· i945~ (Sk~t¢1"N:o:,"6) 

, .,', ,', ,,~I]: co~p$'(Airb~r~e)e~~edC'oltmarld Postat 0600; aria ,a~part{;~ 
f.or.:;·EPERNAy,~;'~RAWCE ~ I!'

1: -:; 

"":>"/'~,"'''--''-<-:. ',: , "'. -, \ ,.' ,'. '";"'," ,,'. '-.:..' --': ': ,', - .' "', " . 
'.9,..:~',Sl:lp,p:Ll.es'for·'Oper.aticm: V~SITY group themselves intl1e f'ollow1t}g(
 

:, categories':'
 ',,>.'	 .• 

<:ty!. Basic' loads . 
.";f2) On? (1)' day orai!' resupply {two' hundred and fortY" (240) 

.tons'per div,ision),.to be delivered 'on' 'D 0'9-1 iinmediately 
after, the airborne landing. ' . . -­

(3) , Two'(2)',~a1s' of air resupply to be, delivered onD ,plus 1 
unless c"aI1~eJ1.ed. "'1 . • , " , ,; • 

(4)	 OveI'la,nd supply transported across theriver by WKWs frolIl ' 
dumps established on the West bank of the 'riv~r.\ r 

(5) . ' Supplies' pre.-loaded on division.landtails. .., 
';(6)	 ,NormalSU:pply oite,I" the bridges from regularly e.stabllsh~d.. 

supply 'points.' . " " .' . ' " . ,,,,,1,'; 

b.	 By the afternoon of D Day, Jt became appal'ent: 
.	 hHJ - ~~ ~ ','~\ (~1_~ (ZV: I [ ~ f - f ", ~t 

(1)	 ,~hat the basic loa~."a~?(i. (~G;J~a~~~~, reSUPP~~tjOf,~,,~arr~v,ed 
~n .. ,good order •.. '.:' ,:. ~,;1b \J~'!t:}"'IV~l:·· ... ,\"'iiYd.£':,.·"':;;·;·~!!;,~:;i J "i" 

;"'(2)	 .That '. the~esttPpliJ:iy, IXJKWs' .was;; 'going' rather. s low!;~roxertl'1e 
. •re:gularlye,stah1i$hed'~PUI\Wferri<3/~~b\lt th~t'thfib,I':1-qt.e$: '." 
. ,were .'. w()u~d·malte.it, ,. "being inst'al~ecr.·.w:tt~,a;r~pidit-Y!Wh:tch·
P6ssibia·~to·rou~~t){~l\W8' acrossthe,br~dges. i . . ' .... '.,'. '., 

,(~)~Tn~t,.suff:i.cientorthedivi$ionroao.ta~l.cQulcJ'be!rtp';'~d~~ros( 
theri~eron:'D''J)~y.rs·o~tl1atpythemor'nitig:"'9;f.'.n'pluts, .'..'.' :f'~F~h 
airborne ·dlvisionwo~ldha'v,ea·totalo:£'all,,,pl~s'ses.?;e.'~ll.PPIY' 
fr9m·all the· a~orementto.nedsources.,to .. g:i.vC?)I1Eml,. a,'2;'ette~'\1~ 
o~.a.;t lea.~t,twQ(~)d~y~~~dditio~.t()'Wl1~t.~~'.~~om.irig';n 
t~r<;>u.ghthEinortn~::,.f:)":QW'.;""· " "00"" ' 

.~ 

.. ~~~ 
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REPOR'1' ON OPERATION VARS'ITY, Hq) XV!II Cor'ps (Airporne), 

c •. Based on the above ' €stimaite,,'resupoly by air, scheduled for tr
 
plusl/l was cancelled. . . i, '
 

',' 

d.. The flow. ·of traffic ;o.ver~ the, bri·dges t hereafter proceeded at
 
such a rate that by the .morning ()fnplu~ A each airborne division had under
 
its .cG.."ltrol on the East bank of tJ16 rive~,all of its organic and attached
 
transportation and a minimum 0& five (:5),i.da:v-s of supply. !>This, in effect,
 
marked the end oft.pe build, up.and thE?reafter supply proceeded in the normal ..
 
fashidn~' '.';.
 

":.":,-:", 

'.~~ '. Ca:sualties may be classified C1.$ fqllows: 

(1) Those' casu,alties held, by divisions~	 " '0­

(2)	 Those' casualtie? held.. 'by holding units established on ,the~ . 
. . East bank of' the, r.iver·~ . 

{.3)	 Those ca,sualt.ies held by ,fieidand evacuation hospitals, 
e s~ab1ished about five (5) miles to t he west of the river. 

f • The holding 'unit on the East bank of the ri'ver, including a few
 
ambulance'$,~was established on D Day. Evacuation from this pointtc).an am:-.
 
bu:Lancecollec.ting poip:ton the' We,at, 'si.oe, of'the~iver was mads'byDUKiN ~nd.
 

froin ther;8' to the field or evac.uatiilnhof3pitals by ambulance. Evacuation .from
 
the, divisions to the holding u.nit~ was·. 1 by, ,n j.eepttJ. ambulances belongmg to ,the
 
divi:sions"$t!pplernented byt'he. ambulance.:s.. ,:of ~'l:te·. holding unit. Lo,~ct~d a.,rn-·
 
bulances wer~'given,pt'iority. across .'. b>r,idge~" C\~d. as' sufficient br.i,dg.es .were in~
 

stalled, evacuation was made direct from the East bank holding unit to the
 
h6s'pitals,ancllater, direct from the div~s ions "to the hospita~s.
 

, , 

6. "AIRINCIlJDING TRANSPORT, ANi) RESUPPLY: 
.;;;;,;;;;;,;-::;;.;..;.--... '.. ..	 - ­•	 .' 

.	 . 
'1' ·a •.." The, a,ir.plan for VARSITY was: ,divided into phases which covered th~
 

neutralization ,of·.certainhostile installations, interEliction. of trafficbyth~
 
bombardment, of road nets and ,bridges,: the protection of Troop Carrier Command
 
aircraft:to,U!'·ingthe delivery, oft~he' airbqrne forces, against path nostile ~ir .....
 
ctaft an·,d.£lak" and close co,operat:iun by ~he 2dtactical Air Force with the
 
6th British}lhd .17th U.S~ Airborne Divisions.
 

,	 . 

"b, .OrFJ?';;") all enemy ~irdro~es which ~re within effectiVe, range of the
 
VARSITY. area were bombedwit.h part.icularattentionbeing paid to thotsS used by
 
jet-prope'lled airCraft. On the morning of DDay at first' light these fie1id were
 
swept by fighter: aircraft qf ,the 8th. and 9th Air Forc.e:~ (and the ,e.ffectivenes$
 
of these attacks is indicated by the non-appearance of the Luftwaffe.
 

c. FrQIn D-3toD--l-roadnets in thePWNDEl1··~NARSITY~qawerekept\;." ,
 
underalrnost, continuous attack'bymedium bombers and fighter-bombers 'of both :.
 
the U.S. and Br.itish A'ir Forces. '
 

d, On D-1 at 17.30 HoursRAF heavy.aircraft attacked the city of :WESEL. 
At~230Ftours'to 2~45 on 1)..,.1 the RAF ~gq.lil' 'oombedW'ES:Et ',a1:; the reque.st q;f the 
l$t .... CommCln~o. Br igad~. At the t im€9f.th e ... ,pornbing, .. tne .. G~rmnan~oe$ .. wel·e ..w·it~in 

.iL,,..$O:() :yards:d::fthe target and nor~por~t waarec:ei'fJed io,f~'nY'~tJ'ur'Y:~o::tl\~' .pe~..... 
sonnelofthat unit.' .'	 , ..,', 

e •. At'lOOO Hours, on'n bay the 6th British Air'borneDivision arid- ;the 
17thU.S.Airborne Division startedasimultaneo.u;s parachut€;,dr-op and glider 
landings in the. area Nor~h of ,WESEL. Pa,raG,hutedrops andglid.~r landings were 
completed by 1245 Hours. 'The' for.ces invo1v€~. -in "this part of t·he operation 
'were the IX'Troop,Carrier ~CpII1!1iat1d, and the 38th and 46th Groups oft he RAF. 
The IX T1'oo1) Carrier Comma,nd~roppedsiX hundred and· sixty seven(~61).lo.9-d~~':T~;;:0\ 
of para~roopers ~hichincluded sev~nty-two (72) "C~46,y~p€?'; :~;ir·rr~f:t".~~:\Thi~.::W~~\::; '\\' i\i 

the. 6nt~re parachute commitment of the 6th British a!rd"A\~r~~~·:q~S*ty'~iI',~orn.?\D~~!":\10 
sioha. The 38th and ;46th RAF Groups towed four hundl;~'\A~;m~~~t~V\i;.tI£,4Q)),Hor s-a~.-J' -'" 



. ',. , . . ';A,~~:~: 
glid~rs' to the landitrg. 'ZD ne.sof the 6th Br.it ish Airborne Div'i~ion.• · .--ml'>''7.-''''''-'T-.rt7t::y 

Tro9P CarrierCoUlmq,rrd· ..:to'wed nine hundredandsi:x, (906) CG 4Agliders, five' 
hundre,d .·and ninety..:..two (592) o~. wbichwere double-towed by C-47~.air.9raft. 
Seventeen ·(17}·.airf.ieldswere .u'sed bythe.IX ·Troop Carrier; Commanq and eight 
{8}by :the38th and ·46th RAF GrOl.;tps,.in launching this operation•. Three. (3).. 
aiTfields were·.:uss'd by ths8:thAir ,Force B.-24 , s for resupply. ' 

f. Immediately following the glider landings, a 'resupply mission of 
five .hundred .anq fortY' (540) tons was delivered by B-24 type aircraft of the 
8th Air Force employing a t.otal of 'two hunored and ;forty. (240) aircraft « 

.. g.. During the airborne ,deliv.ery and .theresupply delivery continuous 
protection wa·s afforded the aircraft oft he IX Troop Carrier Command and the 
8th Air Force by the 8th Air Force, the 9th Air Forye, the Fighter Command and 
the' 2d Tactical Air Force. .The losses of the IX Troop Carrier Command arere­
porte,o to have approximated fifty (50) C-47 and C~,6type aircraft. Glider 
10sse s from antiaircraft fire are known to have been very light. B-24 los,ses 
were reported to have been approximately twenty (20). 

, h. Just prior<to last light on D Day, airfields occupied by night 
fighter. forces of .the Luftwaffei/IPre .attacked by the 8th and 9th Air )"'orce 
fighters. Throughout the entire operation of. the XVII! Corps (Airborne), there 
were noreported.enemy air attacks on its forces•. 

" i. Tl1e 2d Tactical A1r Force supported units of the XVIII ,corps (Air­
borne) throu,ghoutthe entire ,operation.2q Tactical Air Force furnished com­
muni~ation,partieswhich were" attached to .the Corps .9-no each division9fld 
'Nhich,had·direct .communicat i'on with ·the· 2dBritish .Army G-Air ,t116 Fep, .ap.ct· 
with the 'Supporting 'caircraft to Requests .for air 'sup'port'weresubmi~te!d-'r,lire;ct 
to Army if· the targets yvere"not, of apres$ing na:ture,. a:ndinc·,a.seo.f an emer- . 
gency direct to the FCP, by-passing Army. There were very .few targets s\lbmittec 
bythe.two· (2)ai:rbor'nediv'ision~fto'the air forces, because of the disorgani.... 
zationof the German forces and scarcity of suitable targets. Targets which 
wer~ subrnitt~9 were quickly and effectively attacked. . 

j. A new· type6f air support to the Cor ps. was made a'Vailab:~e in the 
form',of medium' bombardment close sunport. Medium, bombardment ail'craftw$re 
standing·.·by ancl·were prepared to at-tack a target within 30,to 45 rninut~$after 
its submission to,.the 2d Tactical Air Force by the Corps. No suitable;, targets 
were encountered a,OO,. hence the .effeotive~ess of this type support could not 
be appraised. 

' d;st;nac.·t Artillery support for Operation VARSITY fell naturally into two 
(2 ) .L. phases: . (I) :rhe;:tr~:i.l4.€rYbombardmentprior .to P Hour on D Day,J. 

and (2) The close support rend~.~pdtl1eClirbornedi.visionsby artill€r~yfro1h- .
 
positions on the West bank of the R¥~NERiver immediately after the airborne
 
troops had arrived onthegroun9•.. 12th British Corps planned and executtK~ the
 
preliminary bombardment .~. COmmencing at.1800Hour s on 23 Mi;i.rch 1945 (D-l), the
 
bombardment continued unabated untilP HOur (1000) on D Day.. Pr.ior to the
 
~ommencemetlt of the bombardment a silent -Policy had been in€ffect. Positions
 
W6re'ocJ~t-lp~edandarrmuniti6!1dumped nearby under cover of d~kn€s~•.Radio,
 
sile.ncewasmaintained. Gun crews were not ,permitted in the positional"ea
 
during daylight. The strictest camouflage discipline was enforced.. Aspecial
 
committee was. formed to study 'counter~fla1( fires, ,and the last half hour of the
 
preparation was devoted to neutraJ-izing enemy flak installations. ,'Earlier fires
 
had cOIfcentrated on neutralizing known enemy batte~ies,punishingenemystrong
 

PO.". ints, .. d.i.srupting. h.. is.. commun.. iGati.o.ns., and den.. yi.·.,.. ig-.i ~. :_r-' .s<;,;;~ter day-

l~ghtt")n 1:) Day the ·art Ulery concentrated its f: rei , "
 
bomb line while the RAF p.llnmeled the land to th 'cl-E/
 
borne division submitted its request s for areas to be 1
 
quests were honored'in the master fire plan. Garefulsupervision
 

.. .••........;..... '",.... '.'.'
.-.w.~~~-;-,:-:.• 
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the Landing Zones would' no.t be pitt,6Q bi si:te.ii.hOl~r>~ .' W9rk.~'ic~O'!,the ';:;it 
thorough 8t)d .painstakirigmatJ~erl~th··Br.it,ish' Gorps DQ;RjLpr.9ducerl~~'9;,".mo.,$t f;3X­
cellent. fire pIan,···admirably:· 'eJ<·~cute·c1 ~;.. ~The ~ e'~a9t ' C;dmp9~~,~ ~i9,n..·~,6i;~' '~nf3:9.J;'1tillery 

massed for the, delivery of the' ,prep'a~at'~'o,n',rii,ay, be' fo~p~>J;t.l ;~,h¢:"lU'~';tfl~~ Report. 
It is sufficient, 'to record ·here 'thatlig.ht, )ne.dium,;,; al1d p.ea'Vy.c,~.lip;ers,:~,.crowded 
each othet.'to: the 'river Dank a~ln(f's~'er:/pi~ce.' hC3,d, "its se~.er9J.. hund,~<ecr ~;t.tounds of 
ammunition: 'dumped chard bi.:·','" 'The' gerie!.al'~ffect:tverie,ss,qf ,t)le,borub'~d!ll9n~' is 
reve~led' by the answers o:rtlle d~az'ed .'pr:l,soh!7;r;s, 'of, 'D' Day" ~~~9,:. ~hen:, q4es~ iQned 
as to why they surrendered, ~O 'oIte'n ~rep1ie~: . u.It,' iN{3.,S to\?rr\~cl;,;" it" ,w.as,:tnore 
than I could st'and ll • As-t·o' the'eff'ective'ness 'bf'tlf~·~co~riter~fla.k,;fir"es,,·there 
remains the mute testimony :of-the fo~'hy~frve ,'(4'5)'pl9-P6's, o.t,the .'.firs.~: fl;ight, 
all of whiG,h r ethrned' in: -formation' to' the':1Are'st'; bank of 'the; riv·er:.'"Lat,er flight { 
were not so fortunate', <for it was planned J antV"r ight'ly .50; to,: '~'ea~se 'fi~!Ag; when 
the first planes of the, skytra1iri a'ppe&red 'ove! ,tbe gun:,.area:s, ~f).d'.t9.f,~r.,?"n.o 
mo~er' until t,he airlandirig was':compl~ted.:·At'that time. XVIII Co~ps t Art,.,ill.ery 
(AirbQrne) took acti\Je c6n:mahd ofC9rPS'>~,~tiliery, ~nd'~~~C9nd p~ase-' c~~,;into 
being.. (, ' ..,'" .' ",,{~ i.',.'. 

.. ,..... ~.' 

'. b. ,For t he close support' ot·~tl!'e'·;&irbor.n,e:~.div.~si6n$:'afte'r,Jjh~~·~~re 
on the, gt.ound a' division art illery field r€'girh~ilt:: (Br iti,sh):~:ln .·~os~t,~on ,.on ·the 
West, bank. of: the r~ver'was ,pLaced .in d~r,e'ct" ~U'pport bl-'~e'ach ;a..:lt9.9rne:.9,iv;.sion. 
The 6th ·British 7j\.irborne Division had t-!lr~:e. (3l '£i~ld,.r~gimen.t~~ '~.¢~~() (i) 
mediumregim~t.lts;.the17thU,.S. Airborne bivision "ha.d tht.'~e::(J},.f:i~J..ct·r,.fSgi­

ment's and one, (1), med:i;tim' reg,iment"in direct-support ..... 't,h~ 6th ,f3.r~:ti~p.Airborne' 
Division was·',allotted' the 'extra medium. ·(4.5u Gciri)"regirrienti'o,gain' 'more' fire 
at greater ra'nge, for itq, dJvision zone extended deeper than did the area of 
the 17th U.S. Airborne Divis'ion. In general support 1fIJas 8th AGRA and the 40th 
U.S.Group. Oneall were the artilleries of, 12th Brit.ish. Corps on the left 
andXVIU:.'S. CQrnsonth? right. The key to t;,he, whole' pr.ob1.e.ql Of, ,givi.ngc,~ose 
su.pPort, to ·the, divisions' was to be found i~ the cQinmun?cat~on:.sy.s;te~~<R$d.io, 
of course;. was the ably' solution; 'radio and trained observers - for all early 
fires of necessitv had t9. be observed fires t The 6th British,Airborne ..Division 
had itsQwri'airbo~he".',forward 6bserv6r-linit':~hl~h 'an$wered 'the ·he'edadmirably. 
No such organic unit existed for::"the ,.~7th U.S~Aj:rbor-ne "Divi~;on.~".:·AsJ<;"c·on:. 
sequence. XVIII .Corps Artillery (Airbor~e) tra~ned a~d..6qu~PP?d s~cti, )~.",:group 
for that division calling .principally on 'the "division for tp6; p'er:~6rll1,el..·, :, :,',~, 

Actually: the equipment had been procured and the 'personnel tral,ned for' such' 
an operq.tion prior to the Von Runstedt offens~ve, which precipitated this Corps 
into a ground:role and'dissolved the'school'~" Vi4'1}SITY, ,however, d~n:t:a;no.ed­

TRANSLATOR teams with t.he British artille'ry' formation.s on 'the West b4,nk ,in 
01"06'1' that ,U .S.obsel:'vet's' sensings' 'could be translated 'into Bri'tish fire COin­
mands. NIN1'H U .5. ARMY supplied the necessary t~aJ1.s1ator teams and; equ,ipment,. 
These teams, along with the. airb(jrneobserver and liaisont~'ams were' g'iven 
aweektsintensiveschooling at Ef'ERNAY.and then went out to join their units. 
The details, of the' oommun.ication plan can, be found' in the Artiller,y, R~;porton 
the operation. That the communications system worked ~~s gratify-lIfkh that. ,." 
every, ai~borne radio paradro'pped and gliderborne, a t9t~1 of .'~oup.te~,1;l (14), 
radios, functioned, during the o'pe,ration was nothing sh~rt; of. riiiraeulous'"The 
effect of having a trained 6b'server with each infantry .battalion' in direct 
communication with an artillery regiment already in position is difficult to 
evaluate • ',That the observers proved th E3.!Ilselves , however, is. shQwu; by ,the' fact 
that,"one (1) in-lantry regiment had over qne :hundred"and ten (110) obser"V9d 'fire 
.rp.issionsfiredfor it dur ing the per iod P, to' P plus 36 Hour's,. Theobsetvers 
ad.iusted ;f11'e, visually by day and night and' on occasion by sound.' They re­
ported "Fi.re Effectivefl. in e.v~ryinstance.. iNhen the divisions moved on east­

lwarqthefor-ward -observers for 'Corps Artillery 'Were no longer ne€d~d.· .But, , ~ 
,for.,forty-eight (48) hours they gave to the airborne d~visions'eomethip.g }lnique i 
in airborne· ,annals '- observed' close--support artIllery fire in great mass during/ 
the crucial per.,~,~d.~,he,n t,h~ airborne division artilleries °ng to as- \. 
semble; and, or,ganize .onthe.:ground, ' i 



B. ENGINEER FUNCTIONS: 
-~-.;..;;",;;;;.;..;...;.,;;----....-

Engineer plan for the operation covered init iallY,the'-c'lear'ing; cf 
routes''1through .VJESEL and br ldging the LIPPE River an0th~, LIPPE .... SEI'PEN 'Canal ' 
en the main road South of VvESEL/ •• :'i 

.1 ... \ ". 

Based on a route plan Pre scribed by 'SECOND BRITISH'Afti.!Y 'an overlay' 
showing priority,of clearance of routes through WESEL was prepared 'and given 
to 16th Airfield Construction Gioup~' This plan w,as ;coordinated 'with NINTH U'.S. 
ARMY engineers working in the saIne area. 

Reconnais sance part ies' cro$sed on D Da'y to' check:the' route s ;select'ed, 
and to make any necessary changes • Late, o.n n 'plus 1 tro'ops'and equIpment ,'of.: 
16th Airfield Construction Group crossed ~he river and' began the 'worh;:,"of 'clear­
ing the town on D plus 2. ' Additionaltroopf' of 'the '16th 'Airfield Construction 
Group c~ossed andhelpedvJith, work' already u,nder way'~" 

• '.. ! I • 

By ,this time two (2) routes th~Op.gh'WESELwere opened to' traffic., 
. . ."'. : . .• " ' • 

On D plus 3 the balance of 16th Airfield Cbrlstruction GI'ouptroops· 
and equipment together with additional 8 CRE trobpsand equipment" arrived.' 
Bridging over LIPPE River began byE! CREtroop~~ , , , 

On D plus 4 balance of,' 8 eRE'troops and additional' br idging eqJ.ipmen-t 
arrived and a bridge over the LIPPE River was ,completed'. Troops of', 503d , 
Field Company and one (1) Bailey Platoon came 'unde'!' Corpscontrolannd 'were' 
placed in support of 6th Guards Ai'rrored 'Brigade'., Troops of 16t'h Airfrield· Gon~ 
struction Group and 8 CRE reverted to 8th British Corps a:s of-1800 'this date. 

on, D plus 5 troops of the 503dField' CO,mpany with equ ipment loaned 
by 8th British Corps cleared r,outes of obstacle's as far as,'DULM'EN and by 1810, ' 
HOUTS had clea~€d; two (2)' single lane routes through DUIMEN.. ' 

a. WireC01l11llunication: Pr ovid ing the Cor ps Headquarters with wire 
communication for O'pe,r~tion VARSITY pre sented the, pr pblemof obtaining' wire, " 
circuitsacro'ss,the RHINE River. to the lTth U .8. Airborne Dtvisionand 6th' 
British Airborne Division. To fulfill this'mission it was n€cessarv', to have' 
a minimum of five (5) spiral-four (4) cables from the Corps Command Postacros's 
the RHINE River operating at all times. Pr ior to' 1200 Hour s 'DDa'y six (6)', 
spiral four f4} cables had been installedf'rom the' Corps Command Post,to 'test 
point on the East bank of the river._ In order to a'ssure that a minimum of five 
(5) cables would be working at all times, sixteen (16) spiral four (4) cables 
were laiq under water acrqss the river, eight (8) being laid at one (1) point 
and eight (8) at a different point further up stream, These cables were con­
nected to te$t points which p3rmitted selection of any five (5) of t'he sixteen 
(16) cables. ,The first cable to be"laid across the river was installed and 
operating by 0945, D Day. The wire teams continued to lay Gable until eig'ht 
(8) cables wE3re installed. The first crossing of' eight (8) cables"was com­
pleted .1400, D Day. The construct ion teams then moved up stream and installed 
another eight (8) cables. The second set of eight (8) cables was completed by 
1800, D Day., At 1630, D Day, wire laying, teams had arrived on the East bank" 
of the, RHINE Ri"ier and' had begun to exte'nd'cables to the 17th U.s. Airborne 
Division and to the 6th British Airborne Division. The se wire teams" had ex­
tended spiral-four (4) cables as far as MUHLENFELD by'the evening ofD Day. 
They were unable to extend the 1i1168 any further due to enem -"7"~' 

~~~~;:~£r:~~~:~t;1 ~F~:~:O~~:~~~~:~ ~~B. ~n. .'" 

mand Post of the 17th U.8. Airborne Division.
1I 

At 1600" D plUs, lthefir'st 
cable arr~ved at the Command Post of the 6th British Airborne ,Division. The 
crews the~ fJI'0cee~ed to extend backwards from the divisio.ns to complete the 

'..',' '. : 
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second cable from each division to the Cor ps Command Post. After the initial '
 
system was, installed the crews continued to extend the cable to accommodate
 
the rapidly moving command posts of the divisions.
 

b. RAD!.Q OOMMUNICATION: 

(1)	 XVIII Corps (Airborne) Command Net ~1: Communication estab­
lished as follows: 

(a)	 17th U.S. Airbo.rne Division- at 1830, 24 March 1945. 
(b)	 6th Brit~sh Airborne Division at 1245, 25 March 1945. 

(Delay cau~ed by radio set not being available for net 
until l200~ 25 March 1945.) 

(2)	 XVIII Corps (Airborne) Command Net 0-2: Communication estab­
lished with 6th British Airborne Division -at 1430, 24 March 
1945. 

(3)	 XVIII Corps (Airborne) Command Net C-3: Communication. estab­
lished with 17th U.S. Airborne Division at 1235, 24 March 
1945. / 

(4)	 Army Net C.....4: Communication established wit.h SECOND BRITISH 
ARM.Y~ and' NINTH U.S.' ARMY at 2330, 23 March 1945. ' 

(5)	 SECOND BRITISH ARMY Command Net A-I: Cotnnninication 6$tab­
lished at 2330, 23 March 1945. 

(6)	 FIRST (ALLIED) AmBORNE· ARMY Command Net C~5: Communic ation 
established 1014, 24 March 1945. 

, (7) 17th U.S. Airborne ,Division Resupply Net C-6: The monitor 
station at Corps Headquarters heard the 17th U.S. Airborne 

"Division	 establish co.nutunication with the .F1RST (ALLIED) AIR.... 
BORNE ARMY at 1158, 24 March 1945. 

(8)	 XVIII :Corps (Airborne) Administrative Net C-8: Comnunication 
was established with Corps Bas6 at 0812, 24 March 1945. 

(9)	 6th British Airborne t)i'Vision Resupply Net c:...9: The monitor 
station at Corps headquarters h'eard comnunication established 
at 1235, 24 March 1945. ­

1b.'EhemY'units engaged included 84th Infantry Division (destroyed), 466th 
- Division (BG KARST) ~ <elements of '7th Parachute Division, numerous Antiaircraft, 
Repla~emept" V6lkssturm, Fortress, Engin€er, Assault Gun, Signal, Artillery" 
Fusilie-r ,and other units. ' 

1+. _CONCllJSION: (Sketch No.7) , 

(jperationVJ\'RSITy'in it s conception and planning envisaged seizure of
 
k~v terrain to disrupt 'the hostile defense, and the rapid establishment 'of a
 
deep briogahead by airborne troops with early link up b;y ot her river crossing
 
forces. Plans for subsequent operations to exploit the surprise and confusion
 
gained, were based upon flexible and aggressive command and early reinforcement
 
by supporting armor, antitank weaports, artillery am ,a:Oditiohal,,'supplies and
 
service troops, particularly 'engineers, o'Ververy 'limited cross in~ ,f'acilities •
 

. . I' 

The successful execution of the airbor~e and:, exploitation operations
 
in which XVIII Cor ps (Airborne) advanced, a total of forty-one (41) miles and
 

, captured eight thousand and nine (8,009) prisoners in six (6) days was made'
 
'possible not by the remarkable circumstance of having eV€?t;1t~ develop according
 
to schedule', .put rat,her by tl?-ethQ~sancis _of ihdividualswho';:~~~:9Ughpoid and
 
aggr~ss~ve action, by tir~less .arid-':intell:rg~nt efforts caus~di§h~~i.'~v~~tsto
 

occur...	 _ II _. .. ,... ··;~r:~\~/iJ,~ll~2~' 
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It is believed that strategic and tactical doctrine governing the em­
ployment of airborne .forceswereserved in VARSITY, and that it may well serve 
as a model for future airborne operations.

Itd ..·· ,"r'\ ; 
;.; 'l"\" f " '.\. 
f I j.l. \ ,t 

M~jOr Md~~;r~.iD.i cr::~Ys1 ..... ArJl\Y,. '. 
. .. Gommaru:hng •. \, .... 

I.ANNEX: \ 
Troop List as of 2400, 25 March 1945•. 

SKETCHES: 
No. 1 to 7 Irtclusive J 'attached. 

DISTRIBJTICN : 
Twelfth Axmy 'Gp 

.Twenty-First "Arrn,V Gp
 
First U"~S.At~:r
 
Se cond Brit Army
 
Ninth U'.S. Army
 
F'AAA
 
IX TAG
 
IX Tee
 
12th Brit Corps ... I
 

XVI U.• S. Cor ps
 
6th Brit Abn Div
 
17th U;.S. Abn Di'V 
1st Cdo Brig
 
6th Ods Armd I3rig
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dated 25 April 1945. 

/ . 

XVIII Corps (Airborne' 
Hq & Hq Co,. XVIII Corps (Airbor ne) " .
 

. Hq & Hq Btry, XVIII~Gorps"Arti4-l.~J;'Y:.(Airpqrne)
 
. 54th Sig Bn ·C~.irborne). . .. ,... .
 

One (l) Graves R~gistrati0n P.lat·,·kA~9ijd)
 
224th Fd Coy'
 
50Bth Corps FdPk Coy· RE- (Abchd)
 
Hq l06th Br Coy RASe (Atchd) '..
 
Tipper Plat, 8th Corps Camp Coy RASe (less Det) (Atchd.)
 
One (1) BDPlatRE (At~chd)
 
16th Airfield Construction Gp (Atchd)
 
25th Mecl1anical Equipment Pla.t RE (Atchd)
 
8th CorpsTps RE (less Fd PkCoy) (Atchd Approx D plus 2)
 
Oet, Tipper Plat, 22d Coy.RAse
 
Det· Tipp6):' Plat 8th Corps Comp Coy RAse (Atchd Approx D plus 2)
 
1626th FBEPlat .
 
8thAGRA
 

25thFd Regt 
,	 61st ¥e4 Regt
 

53d HyRe.gt
 
547thFABn .(155mm Gun) (U~S~) '(AtChd)'
 
54Bth FA En (155mm Gun) (U .5.) (Atchd)
 
,549th FA Bn.(155mm Gun) (U.SG)' (Atchd)
 

9thAGRA:' (In general support for counterbattery)
 
9th," Med Regt , .
 
11th 'Med 'Regt
 
~07th" Med R~gt
 

. ;"d St,lper" Hy Regt ,
 
382d HAA H€gt (less 2 Btys)
 

6th' Airborne Division'
 
.Div:ision' Hqs
 
Hq ·3d· Para Bde 

,Sth .P8,r.a· Bn
 
:, 9th Para Bn
 
:. 1st Cdn Pa,ra Bn
 

.Hu . 5th. Par~" Bde
 
7th .~.~a'Bn .
 
12th', Para Bn
 

,13th Para En

ijq 6th ·A1rldg Bde
 
. '" '12th Devon . 
. . 2d.Q'xf Bucks . 
, lst·.RUR
 
22d, Inde,p Para Coy
 
6th Airbotna !rmdRee,ee Regt
 
Hq ItA "
 

53d (WY) Airldg Lt Regt RA
 
2d Air Idg A Tk Regt
 
2d Foo
 

. Hq.RE

3d Para Sen RE
 
191st Para SqnRE
 
249th Fd. Coy RE (Airborne) .
 

, i$6th FD T~Coy (Airborp.e)'
 
,.~th AirborneDiv Sigs.· (
 



Hq RAse, ' , , ,\~"
 
.398 CompCoy -(Airborne Hy) RASe ~
 
-63d Comp Cdy(A1pborne Hy)RASC
 
716thCompCoy~ 'rAiiborneLt )RASC'
 

224th Par:a Fd Amb:; 
, 225th Para; F'd Arnb"
 
195th Air 1dg ,Fd Anlb
 
Hq' RAOC ' :
 

6th Airborne DiV, GIld Fd Pk
 
Hq HEME
 

6th Airborne Div Wksps 
6th Airborne .DivPr.o Coy'; 
1)ivPostal Unit 
317th FS Sec 
Sqns, Glider.P Eegt 
One (1) Sqri 44thR Tks '(less 17 Pdr Tks) Equipped with DD Tks (Atchd) 
One (l)SP A Tk Bty (12 SP M-+O 17 Pdrs) (Atchd) 
6th Fd Re gt RA (Atchd Approx D pius 1) 
52d (1) Arty Gp . 

63d Med Regt
 
146th Med Hegt
 
79th Fd Regt ,
 
80th FdRegt
 
180th Fdll~gt
 

1 Bty, 382d.'HAA Regt
 
17th A.irborne 'Di" ision 

Hq&HqC:0,17th Abn Div 
SpTts, 17th Abn Div:' 
MP Plat,'T?th .·AbnDiv 
17th Abn'Div Band 
Rcn Plat, 17th. Abn D1v 
717th Abn Ord'Ma.int Co 
411th Abn QM Co 
517th 'Abn S:ig.· Co 
17thPrG'ht MaintCo 
224th ,Abn Medeo '
 
139thAbn Engr· Btl
 

15~th '~bn i\A en. . '" ..
 
H~y&"Hq~:.~'yrj l~th AbnD~'tJ Arty


464thPrc,:nt FA En
 
466th Prcht'FA Bn
 
680th Gli FiABn
 
681st GIl FA Bn
 

507~h Prcht Inf
 
513th'Prcht In!
 
194th GIl Int
 
1st 'Ce>mmpndo Brigade (Atena.)
 
771st Tank Bn (Atchd)
 
605th TD Bn (3" Towed with .55 DUKWs) (Atchd)
 
692d FA Bn (2'5 Pdr) (Atchd)
 
387th AAA AW Bn (Atchd). . .
 
Co A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) (4.2 Mort) (At;chd)
 
One (1) AT Bty SP (17 Pdr) (Atchd)
 
53d {WJ. Div ArtyGp (In SUpport from P Hour)
 

SlstFd Regt
 
83d Fd Regt
 

. 133dFd Regt
 
17th A Tk Regt
 
25thLAARegt
 
77th Med Regt 8th AGRA
 
1 Bty 382d HAA Regt
 

6th Guards Ar~ored Brigade 
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Ringenberg

Ham minke In

XVIII CORPS (ABN)
SKETCH 14.2

SITUATION AT CLOSE
.Of D-DAY 24 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON....

MAJOR CMANS
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEYKCB-DSO-MC
12TH BRITISH CORPS.

LT GEN NEIL RITCHIEGCB
XVIII CORPS (ABN)

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)

-MAJ GEN R N GALEGOE OBE-DSO-MC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS-DSO
17TH ABN DIV

MAJ GEN W M MIL EY
1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTS -DSO -MC

MAJ G EN M B RIDGWAY
COMMAND ING*

B rUn en

6

17T
242030

513 INF ATTACK '

NIGHT OF 24 MARCH

CONTACT 44 Bdo.
AND 17 ABN-242155

Dirs

Pedden berg

EL

DESTROYS

L 1 P p

$000YARDS 1000 500 0

METRES 1000 500 0

2000 300 0 4000 YARDS

!2 3 44 KILOMETRES

*C~i

507CT

N

revenock

/\
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5 Pore Bde

Ringenberg

XVIII CORPS (ABN)
SKETCH NO.3

SITUJATION AT CLOSE
OFD0+I 25MAR45

TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON....

Q 00 m-ZA'

MAJOR COMMANDS
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY KCB OSO MC
12TH BRITISH CORPS

LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE"CB
XVIII CORPS (ABN)

___________MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)-

-MAJ GEN R N GALEGOE"OBE' DSO"MC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS"DSO
17TH ABN DIV -

MAJ GEN W M MILEY
1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS- ROBERTSflSC'MC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
" COMMANDING-

Brilnen

BR

3 Para

513

00*0' 9 4

Diersfi

507

3 _ 194

Peddenber
'94
"..//j

DESTROYED

revenack

YARDS 1000

METRES 1000

500 0
1000 2000 3000

100I 2"
4000 YARDS

4 KILOMETRES

9

WESE

11 n

-r- -r- T--r-

500 0

1 1
2 3
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X VI I I _ CORPS _A BN
SKETCH NO.4

SITUATION AT CLOSE
OF D+2 26 MAR 45
TO ACCOPN REPORT ON .

MAJOR C MMANDS:(V~~g
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY' KCB-DSO-MC
12TH BRITISH CORPS,

LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE"CB
XVIII CORPS (ABN)

_ MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY~
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (A8N)
''MAJ GEN R N GALE-GOE* OBE*DSO-MC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS"DSO
17TH ABN DIV

MAJ) GEN W M MILEY
1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)-
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS-ROBERTSDSO"MC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
COMMANDING*

genbe 12TH CORPS(BR) TO RELIEVE
ELMS OF 6TH ABN DIV (BR)
IN THIS AREA BY 270200 MARCH 12(B R)

XVIIde
6(BR)

Hamminkein 513TH PRCHT INF
RELIEVED BY 3D PARA BDE
ON THIS LINE 26- 27 MARCH

6 I 5
XX
17

Para Bde

17
AFFECTIVE 270200 MARCH

PARISOO

3 1I94

Peddenbergl

SEL
revenack

I _50

$._

L /Pp RI VER

1-0APRIL 1945/3050 E/263
YARDS 1000 1 00 t 0

II 1

1o0 200 3000

METRES 10Q0 0

4000 YARDS

4 KILOMETRES

Die rsfl

1 J

a

, 1, 1, 1 V I , L 9 1 1 - I - I i . I - I- I I It

500 0
4

f

i

y

w

I





SKETCH NO: 5
SITUATION D+3 27 MAR 45
TO ACCOMPANY REPORT ON.......,..

MAJOR COMMANDS
2D BRITISH ARMY
LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY-KCB-DSO-MC
12TH BRITISH CORPS

LT GEN NEIL RITCHIE"CB
XVIII CORPS (ABN)

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)

MAJ GEN R N GALEGOE"OBE-DSO"MC
6TH ABN DIV (BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLSDSO

17TH ABN DIV
MAJ GEN W M MILEY

1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS ROBERTS"DSC>MC
6TH GUARDS ARMD BRIGADE
BRIGADIER W D C GREENACRE M V 0

MAJ GEN M.B. RIDGWAY

UNCI.AS lIED

-

IV
C(\

Brunen

A BDE (BR) RELIEVED
PRCHT INF ON THIS
NIGHT 26.27 MARCH..:

6TH
dXXo

17TH

194)

OPENED 271500

6TH GDS AMD BDE (BR)
denberg

"'GUARDS ARMODE _- 513 INF TCHO
PREPARED TO PASS THROUGH
507TH PRCHT !Nf TO MOVE ON

DORSTEN

Gahlen

1. 5/APRIL 1945/3060 E/263 YARDS 1000 500 0

METRES 1000 500t1~,, o~)

UNA iI2000 3000
IN

4000 YARDS

4 KILOMETRES

28 MARCH

N}lx v i

2 I





4

XVIII1 CORPS (ABN)
SKETCH NO.6S

' I T UAT I ON D+4 2MAR.
AND D+ 5 29 M%

TD..ACCOMPANY REPORT ON.....

MAJOR COMMANDS: 2DBIIHAM

LT GEN SIR MILES DEMPSEY
12TH BRITISH CORPS

LT GEN NEIL

'KGB -DSO 'MG
ESFELD

RITCHIE "CGB
XVIII CORPS (ABN)

DEPUTY COMD
-MAJ GEN

6TH ABN DIVI

--- MAJ GEN M B R IDGWAY
R XVIII CORPS (ABN)
R N GALE'-GOE'-OBE'-DSO- MC
(BR)

MAJ GEN E L BOLS 'DSO
17TH ABN DIV

MAJ GEN W M MILEY
6TH GUARDS ARMD BRIGADE (BR)

BRIGADIER W D C GREENACRE -MVO
1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS - ROBERTS'DSC 'MC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
'COMM ANDING-

Buldern

BNS 194TH INF
29 MAR

6 ABN DIV PASSED
TO 8TH BRITISH CORPS

282400

ATTACK NIGHT

6

ck
17 TH ABN DIV
SEIZED AND HELD
BRIDGEHEAD THRU
WHICH NINTH (U.S.)
ARMY EXPLOITED
AND ENCIRCLED
ROHR POCKET
FROM NORTH

SCALE 1:100,000

t. /APRIL 1945 /3060E/1263

Nottu In

ICdo d.
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.

ASSAULT CROSSING
BY BRITISH SECOND
BY U S XVIII COR

23 - 30 MAR

OF THE RHINE
ARMY, SUPPORTED

PS AIRBORNE
1945

MUNSTER

Bocholt Buldern

\6TH ABN DIV PASSE[
TO 8TH CORPS (BR)

X -282400 MAR'

17TH (ABN) DIV SEIZED AND HELD
BRIDGEHEAD THRU WHICH NINTH
ARMY EXPLOITED AND ENCIRCLED
RUHR POCKET FROM NORTH

XVIII CORPS (ABN)
SKETCH NO.?T

TO 4CCOMPANY REPORT ON..~.

12TH CORPS\SAL

240200

1ST CDO BDE
SEIZED WESEL
232000 (XVIII
CORPS RESERYI
UNTIL 28 MAR)/

AREA NORTH OF LIPPE R.
SEIZED BY 6TH GDS
ARMD BDE (REINF)
0630 28 MAR

AREA SEIZED D-DAY'
24 MAR BY AB N T RS

XVIII CORPS ENGR
CLEARED ROUTES THRU

\LINE SEIZED
26 MAR D+2

SLINE SEIZED
25 MAR D+I

BRIDGED BY XVIII
CORPS ENGR

MAJOR COMMANDS: ~'
2ND BRITISH ARMY
LT G SIR MILES DEMPSEYI(C GB"DSO-MC
1ST ALLIED AIRBORNE ARMY

-LT GEN LEWIS H BRERETON
12TH BRITISH CORPS
-LT GEN NEIL RITCHIEC B
XV II1I CORPS (AB N)

__________MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY
DEPUTY COMDR XVIII CORPS (ABN)--
6TH- MAJ GEN R N GALE DSOOBEM-

6 HABN DIV (BR)
MAJ GEN E L BOLS*DSO

I?7TH AIRBORNE D IV,

LEGEND:_____
BRITISH 6TH ABN DIV
AMERICAN 17TH ABN DIV SCALE 1:250,000
BRITISH 6TH GDS ARMDO WE-I 10 0
513 PRCHT INF ATCHDU I I I statute miles

0 10

___________MAJ GEN W M MILEY
6TH GUARDS ARMD BDE (BR)
-- BRIGADIER W DC GREENACRE MVO -
I1ST COMMANDO BRIGADE (BR)
BRIGADIER DERCK MILLS -RQBERTSDSOMC

MAJ GEN M B RIDGWAY-COMMANDING
kilometres

I.5 /APRIL 1945 /3060 E /263

Dingden

N

Roesfeld

rn

i




