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I, FORWARD BY COMMANDING GENFRAL .

On February 6 informatlon wag received indicating the llkellhood of
the 17th Airborne Division being committed in an operation to foree a cross~

"ing of the Rhine about the lst of Aprile At the same time, the Division

wes notified that it would move by rail and motor to the viecinity of Chelons,
France comencing on Feoruary 10th.

At this time the Division was engaged in combat along the Our River
where it wansg holding a small bridgehead just South of Clerveaux, Luxembourg.
The Base Echelon ccnsisting of the Parachuto Maintenance Company with all
the Air Force equipment of the Division and a large part of the COmpany
proporty w1th guards from each unit were still in UKo R

Thé ceamp at Chalens wasnot comploted; the spring thaws had mado. the
ground a sea of mud and rcads were practically irpassable in the new camp
arcae The Divisicn wag faced with the problem of housing the Division in
a Cassorne and tent areca wiere housekoeping facilities were either poor or

lacking altogether, The area was cleaned up,.tents pitched, walks and roads
_fixod, latrine facilities built or improved, stoves, cots and other necessary

equipment drawn and issued, hard standing for motor parks built. . The Divis-
ion was given four days to settle in its new area and complete all arrange-
monts for housekeeping, At the end of this allotted time the. camp was in
splendid condition and the Division ready to start training.

Weather handicapped the movement of the Base echelon and supplies which
were still in UK. However, 500 plane loads finally arriveds The Maintenance
Company cleaned an old warehouse end by tho 10th of Mhrch wog fully set and
operatlng in the Chalons area. _ \

At thls timc the stupendousncsgs of the task ahead in preparing for an
Airbornc operation on such short noticc was opparonte The Division had just
completed the most rigerous campaign the American Army had ever fought, '
cosualties had been so heavy that some riflc companies had less than 40 men
of their original strength and some wore without officerse The Division was
about 4000 officers and men understrengthe Tho loss of key personnel and
specinlists had been particularly heavye Much equipment had been lost or
turned in end the remainder was in need of complete overhauls

As reinforcements and men returning from the hospital arrived, an
intensive training program was undertaken. Ranges were secured and fixed up,
individual training particularly of specialists and key personnel was started
immediately followed as soon as possible by smnll unit training. Large scale
problems and Division CH's were planned and carried oute. All individuals
were given familiarization firing, crews of crew-served weepons were picked
end trained. Parachute exercisos for each parachute regiment were drawn up
and conducteds Two _complete DiviStomePXTX were hold, Experimental work in
jumping from tho now C~46 was necessary when it was announced that one regi-
ment would have tG usc these airplanese Gliders weré obtained and new men
given glider traininge f o

During this period equipmont was drawn to replace logsese A complete
gshow=down inspection was held for all equipment. All weapons were given o
thorough ingpection and overhaul. Motors of the entire Division were inspect=-
ed and overhauled in the unbelievably short time of 15 days. Combat loads of
ammunition weighing more than 400 tons werc hauled end distributed.

In the midst of this strenuous preparation it was decided to complotely

roorganize the division under new T/0tse This involved the deactivation of one
regiment and the consolidation of the personnel of two regiments into onee It

also necessitated the withdrawal and reassignment of a large part of the indi=
vidual and organizational equipmont and thoe reassignment and retraining of
individuanlse A new Parachute Fjeld Artillery B ttalion was essigned to the
divisgion and arrived only 10 days prior to D-Daye Tnis battalion hed to be

given additional equipment and instructions to incorporate it into the d1v1s1on

artillery toame
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During this entire period, planning for the operation had to be ' o
done concurrentlye. The planning, involving as it did, coordination with o
the Troop Carrier, airforce (both Americen and British) Ground Forces,
(American and British) and a highly coordineted plan for Field Artillery
support, required the utmost care and energy on the part of all staffse
Not the least difficult part of the planning was the movement of the Div-
ision to 12 widely dispersed marshalling areas and the movemont of the »
land tail of approximmrtely 2000 vehicles To & concentration area just west o
of the Rhine over roads controlled by the Britishe

Although the difficulties facing the Division at times seemed to be '.
insurmountable the un%iring work‘'on’' the part of the staffs and all echelons .‘
of command overcame in the short period of about six weeks the tremendous
problems already enumerated and others too numerous to list. The Division i
was completely equipred, fully trained and morale was at a penks 'All move=
ments were accomplished on time, men were carefully and adequately briefed
and went into the oporation with a feeling of confidence.

The ultimate succegs of the operation attested the thoroughness of
the preparation and is a splendid commentary on the efficiency, energy,
and devotion to duty of the staffs and commanders down to the lowest ech-
elon. It was to their credit that operation "VARSITY" was the most success-
ful Airborne operantion ever “undertakene -

(_/,fl(,;-?{r~ /z“ el
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Me.jor General, U.SeAe '

Commanding .
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II. REPORTS, ' : S
A, Narrative. , c '113, | )

Planning. , :
The mission of the Division in "VARSITY", was given to the Division on
or about the lst of March:
"To drop during daylight on D-Day; seize, clear and secure the D1v131on
Area with n*wor1ty to the high ground East of DIERSFORDT in the general
area (1814.9 - 183443 ~ 191441), and the bridges over the ISSEL River
from (252:4¢) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right (South)
flank of tlie Corps; establish contact with the 1st Commando Brigade,
the 12th British Co.ps and the 6th British Airborne Division. Object-
ives to be held et all costs," —
== .
The plan was based upon the 507th Combat Team and an echelon of Divigion
Headquarters dronping first in DZ-W followed by the 513th Combat Team drowning
in DZ-E with the 194%a Coxbat Team next in order in LZ-S, followed by the
Special Units and Division Headgquarters in LZ-N,

In order to coordinate with the other units involved and higher head-
quarters, liaison officers were sent by the Division to the following units:
1st Commando Brigade, 6th British Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Corns,
IX Troop Carrier Command,

The division land echelon consisting of 2005 vehicles moved to the
vicinity of Issum, Germany, under command of the Assistant Division Commander,
This movement was made according to plan and vehicles crossed the Rhine to
the appointed release point.

Movement to the marshalling areas began on the evening of 19 March. It
was planned to have all troops in the marshalling area two days prior to B=Day,
The movement was made to 12 airfields located in France. The construction
of these areas at the airfields, the movement of troops and the billeting of
the troops was worthy of note. The Service Forces charged with this mission
did extremely fine and efficient work and should be commended for their part
in making this operation a success,

At each airfield briefing was conducted according to the SOP of First
Allied Airborne Army. Joint briefings between pilots and members of the planes,
and glider pilots and members of gliders were held. In addition each plane
and glider crew was briefed individually with the latest air photos available
and sa . This briefing of glider pilots as well as members of the
gliders proved extremely valuable. Individuals knew exactly what was expect-
ed of them and went rapidly about their business upon landing. The briefing
created perfect teamwork between glider pilots and airborne troops,

Definite missions were assigned to glider pilots., Pilots were to as-
semble in designated areas under their squadron commanders, Liaison officers
were to report as soon as vossible to the Division CP, It was nlanned to
evacuate all glider nilots as soon after D plus 1 as the situation »ermitted.

A1l equipment was loaded and checked on D-2 and D-1.

Early on the morning of 24 March, the first element of parachute troons,
the 507th Combat Team took off, followed rapidly by the remainder of the
Division., The entire columm was two hours and eighteen minutes in length and
consisted of 226 C-47's and 72 C-4L6's carrying parachute troons, while 906
gliders were towed by 610 C-47's,
Operation. -
The departure of the 17th Airborne Division ran generally as scheduled

.with last minute changes due to wind velocity so as to maintain correct times
‘over. the landing zones., At 0717 on the 24th of lMiarch, the first plane took off.

Weather and visibility were good. The air was rough for the first hour and
one-half but was then smooth to the objectives, Visibility was reduced by a

"haze from the vicinity of the Maas River to the Rhine River., This haze deep-

ened over the objectives due to fires and smoke in the vicinity of the land-

_ing areas. The weather did not affect the success of the operation,
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The Division begat landin% as plaﬁﬁgéwiﬁvthe vicinity NE of Wesel,

Germany, at 24,0950 March 1945 {for exact landing areas see Part IV C). g
The landings were carried out against heavy anti-aircraft fire, All t
serials received moderate to heavy 88mm and 20mm AA fire from the Rhine River ﬁ” N
to the landing zones, All serials also received S/A fire varying from light L

v

to heavy as they neared their objectives. The landings, however, were general-
ly in the vicinitvy of the scheduled areas, E

The 507th CT, consisting of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment and

the L64th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, began landing by varachute at ¢
240953 March 1945, The First Battalion, 507th, was the first to dro». - This ’-
battalion dropped in an open field NW. of Diersfordt, Germanv, about 2500 yards e
north and 2000 yards west of their intended DZ. Part of this battalion, under = *

the command of Colonel Raff, the regimental comnander, assembled and advanced
NE into the woods bordering the DZ and cleared out resistance consisting of
several machine guns and infantry in well dug-in nositions. A battery of five
150mm artillery pieces was seen firing in the woods annroximately 1500 yards
N of the groun, Althougir this was not, in their assigned area, the groun
cantured the batter and mersonnel intact. This force then retraced its oatch
and nroceeded SE along the wester edge of the woods clearing the area as

they went, T S o

This group killed aporoximately 55 enemy, wounded 4O &nd took 300 sri-
soners, including a full colorel. When thev reached the vicinity of Diersfordt
Castel, contact was established with another part of the First Battalion,
507th, which had landed in the same field but farther to the south, This
group was assembled under the command of kajor Smith and proceeded to clear
the woods to the east of their landing area of dug-in infantry and several
flak guns which at this time were being used against ground targets, The -
meeting of these two groups occurred at 1100. The majority of the First
Battalion was now assembled and an immediate attack was launched against
Diersfordt,” Germany, with Company A leading. Shortly after this attack was
launched, elements of the Third Battalion, 507th, arrived. As this area was
part of the Third Battalion objective, Colonel Raff ordered the First Battalion *
less Company A, which was already committed, to proceed to their assigned
position in regimental reserve, leaving the Third Battalion with Company A
to proceed with the attack, The first Battalion, less Company A, arrived at
their assigned area at 1400,

The Third Battalion was dropped in DZ "W" as planned, This Battalion
organized against resistance that was light in the center of the DZ varying
to heavy at the north and south ends of the DZ. This battalion cleared the
woods as it proceeded N¥ where it relieved the First Battalion of the attack
on Diersfordt Castle. The battalion reduced the castle room by room and within
an hour had occupied the largest part of it, Hemaining resistance consisted
of a large group of officers who were holding out in an isolated turret. In
reducing this strongpoint, the battalion captured anonroximately 500 »risoners
including several higher ranking officers. Five tanks were also destroyed,
two by recoilless 57mm AT guns attached to the First Battalion, two by heavy
artillery and one by a Gammon grenade.

The Second Battalion, 507th, drooned on the selected DZ "W", This
battalion assembled cuickly against machine gun, small arms and light artillery
fire and advanced west and southwest to their objectives. The battalion had
consolidated their nositions bv 1100, At 1434, matrols from Comoany F made
contact with British assault battalions which had crossed the Rhine River,

The 46Lth Parachute Field Artillery Battalion dropned in DZ "W" at 1008,
They immediately came under small arms fire from areas adjacent to the DZ,
This battalion set up three 50 caliber machine guns on the DZ and fired into §
the woods in an attempt to neutralize the enemy fire. Within a few minutes
of the drop, three howitzers were set up on the DZ and commenced direct fire -
on enemy emplacements in the viecinity, The artillery fires on the DZ were a

‘large factor in neutralizing the enemy fires and demoralizing their forces., » ~

By 1200, the battalion had four howitzers operating in the previously selected
positions:approximately 1500 yards NE of the DZ, Twelve field picces had . P
been dropped by the battalion. By 1300, nine of these were in action in the - -
previously selected positions, three were damaged and parts were salvaged

from these to assemble the tenth howitzer shortly after 1300,




- : ‘ 1!5§===l=lﬂii .
The Regimental CP was established in its preselected p051tion at X250 ™
' .hours, At 1458, contact had been made with assault battalions of the British,
** the Second and Thlrd Battalions had made contact with each other, the first
* wbattalion was in preselected positions in Regimental reserve and the Field”
N Artillery Battalion was in-action with 10 field pieces, During the remainder
of the dfterncon the regiment mopped up enemy resistance and consolidated
* positions, One company of the first battalion left to furnish close in pro=-
# tection to the L64th Field Artillery Battalion, and another company was sent
e to clear the woods north of the artillery positions. By the end of the day,
firm contact had been established throughout including contact with the 6th
¢ Britisd Airborne Tivisicn to the North and the British lst Commando Brigade
' at Wesel., The 5C7th CT had taken all assigned objectives, captured aporoxi-
mately. 1000 prisorers, Cestroyed five tanks, captured one armored car, 2
personnel carriers and one jeep, and had destroyed or captured several batterys
of artillery., Casunlties for the day were approximately 7. 3%,

The 513th CT consist ting of the 5L?th Parachute Infantry Regiment and hé&th
Parachute Field Artillery Pattalion, began landing by parachute at 241010 March.
All of the 513th Parachute:Infantrv Regiment was droosed off the nlanned DZ,

The actual DZ's were aporoximately 2500 wvards northeast of the “slanned ones,
and were in the-zone of the British 6th Airborne D1v131on.

The First Battalion, 513th, drop-ed on the wrong DZ at apnroximately 1020
and assembled against hcavy resistance. any of the key nmersonnel of the
battalion including the battalion commander, executive officer, S-3, adjutant,
communication officer and assistant comrmunication officer could not be im-
mediately located, All troovs on the DZ were organized by Lt, Cosner, CO of -

*+  the battalion Headguarters Company. This force then moved south aporoximately
‘500 yards to the vicinity of (l98h75) At this point other elements of the
* - battalion joined the group and a perimiter defense was organized. At 1230, the
First - Battalion executive officer arrived and he ‘was followed shortly there-
: ,after by Colonel Coutts, the regimental commander; and the battalion commagder
~ of the Second Battalion. Each of these officers had large groups of men and
. Colonel Coutts revrganized the regiment at ghis time, putting Captain Ivy,
- Regimental S-2 in command of the First Battalion. The First Battalion advanced
SE at 1330 clearlng the area as they went to their a351gned area in reglmental
“reserve in the vicinity of (208458). v

& The Second Battalion, 513th, ‘dropped at 241010 March on the wrong DZ and
" also assembled against heavy small arms fire. The Battalion was formed and re-
organized as a battalion within 30 minutes after the drop. The Second Battalion
cleared the DZ of .enemy and advanced SE toward the planned assembly area., As
At advanced SE heavy enemy resistance was encountered. On several occasions
this resistance required considerable maneuvering to overcome it, The battalion
succeeded in overcoming the resistance and reached the designated assembly area,
However, the drop on the wrong DZ-plus the heavy resistance encountered on the
route to the planned assembly area had cost considerable time. The battalion
found on arrivel at the assembly area that it had been cleared and immediately
pushed on toward its objective along the western edge of the woods L-of -
Diersfordt. After leaving the assembly area, the battalion met only light
. resistance and oroceeded rapidly toward its objective, The First Battalion,
# 507th Prcht Inf Regt, had landed on the wrong DZ and had already cleared the
- final objective of the Second Battalion, so as darkness fell, this battalion
consolidated just E of its flnal objective and patrolled to the final obgectlve.

The Third Battﬁllon, 513th dronned on the same DZ as did the rest of the
regiment, The battalion met heavy resistance on the DZ and assembled into
= three main grouns, The first grouo believing it had drooped on the correct DZ -
move NE for aporoximately 10 minutesbefore orienting itself on the town of '
Hamminklen. It then changed direction to SE and arrived at the battalion
assembly area at 1330. Group number two also moved in a northeasterly directior
initially before orienting itself., After proceeding a short distance, the ’
, Officer in charge halted the groun, set up a'perimiter defense and conducted
a reconnaissance during which he oriented himself. This group then proceeded
in a southeaster direction clearing the enemy as it went and arrived at the
battalion assembly area at 1530. Group number three obtained their correct
location immediately from a P and proceeded directly to the assembly area




arriving there at 1300, The first and third groups of the battalion eleatred
the northern part of the assembly area shortly after arrival, When group
three arrived completing the assembly of the battalion the battalion cleared
the remainder of the area, The battalion had occupied its objective and set
up a defensive position according to plan by 1630 and had contacted the 194th
Gli Inf on its right (S) and the British 6th Abn Div on its left (N) by 1700,

The 466th Prcht FA Bn began landing at 24,1025, This battalion should
have been dropped in DZX alcng with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt, However the
513 was droppoed 2530 wards NE and the 466th was dropped on the correct DZX,
As the L466th land=a the LZ was completely swept by enemy fire of all descript-
ion (10 7émm guns were captured on the DZ). The battalion succeded in over-
coming this resistence and assembling some of its howitzers within 30 minutes.
Targets of opnortunity around the DZ were immediately engaged by direct fire,

Direct lay fire was also necessary to enable the battalion to reach its firing

positions, In spite of this heavy resistance and the fact that many key men
were missing (all of the officers of one battery were killed or wounded before
leaving the DZ), the battalion assembled and reached its planned firing posit-
ions and was supnorting the 513th Prcht Inf Regt by 12C0, By 1500 the battal-~
ion had 13 howitzers in position, During the day the battalion captured 320
PW!'s, 18 machine guns, 8 20mm A4 01eces, 10 76mm artlllery pieces and killed
aoproximatelv 50 Germans,

The 513th CT after dropping some 2500 yards off their.planned DZ's

cleared their DZ area, advanced by battalions to their assigned assembly areas -

and cleared the routes as they advanced, In some cases narticularly the 24
Bn, this involved consecutive attacks against series of enemy strong points.
In spite of the time lost in the above action the regiment had taken all of
its objectives, ' At the end of the neriod the second battalion was oartiaily
occupying its objective which had been previously cleared by the lst Battalion

507th Prcht Inf, During the day the regiment captured aoorox1mately 1152 PWrs -
and destroyed two tanxs one SP gun and 2 88mm batteries, B “j;;

The 194th CT, composed of the 194th Gli Inf Regt and the 6813t G1li FA
Bn began landing &t 1030 in CGAA gliders that had been double towed, The CT
landed on the previously selected areas except for a small percentage of
gliders from each serial, No serial missed the prescribed landing zone,

1st battalion 194th landed in the correct landing zones excent for a
small percentage of gliders that were scattered, The battalion was able to
orient itself immediately and assembled rapidly. The battalion immediately*
moved northwest from the landing areas toward their objectives, with A Co"
on the East and C Co on the West leading, The route of the battalion lay "
generally through areas in which other gliders of the regiment had landed -
and the battalion occupied objectives by 1400, with the exception of C Co.

C Co on the left met very stiff resistance in territory that had not been
cleared and they were forced to fight their way toward their assembly area
and ohjective, :

The second battalion 194 landed in the correct zone with about 90% of
their gliders. A few gliders landed on the east side of the Issel Canal.
The gliders were well grouped and this enabled the companies to move off as

groups -8oon after the fire fights on the landing zones were successfully com- -

pleted, The heavy weapons and AT platoons were able to supnort the rifle
comnanies almost immediately according to predetermined plans, ¥ithin 45
minutes after-landing the battalion had overcome initial resistance in the
landing areas, had assembled sufficient versonnel to function as a unit and
was on the move toward their objective, At that tine the battalion had estab-
lished communications with all companies. By 1230 Co E in battalion reserve
had reached its assembly area and the battalion CP was in overation. The
“battalion knocked ocut two tanks with bazooka fire enroute to its objective,
The battalion seized all objectives and repulsed four enemy counterattacks
knocking out two more tanks and damaglng one,
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) The third battalién, 19h; also ianded agalnst heavy flak and small arms
fire, This battalion had heavy initial losses due to flak and enemy action-

. _on the landlng zonesj The battalion organized into small groups overcame

*

o

the resistance.on the landing zones and assembled as‘they moved toward the
assembly area, The battalion had reached their ébjectives and organized them
.by 1600, .The battalion was initially in reserve 'and conducted extensive
patrolling from its reserve positions contacted the 507th Prcht Inf Regt to
the west, the 513th Prcht Inf Regt to the North (3d Bn) and the 1st Commando
Brigade zBr) to the South,

The 194th Cii Tnf Regt-had cleared their landing zones and was 75%
assembled and under the control of the Regimental Commander by 1200, The
regiment attained all its initial objectives within two-hours after landing,
During the day the regiment captured 1150 P's, 4 155mm, 2 150mm, 4 105mm,
11 88mm, 2 76mm, § 75omus, and 10 20mm guns and destroyed or captured 2 flak
wagons, 5 SP guns and 10 tanks.

The 68lst Gli FA Bn fowght its way off the LZs and into its prev1ously
selected firing positions, Calls for fire were received while Battery A was
enroute to its firing area and this battery immedi~tely went into hasty firing
positions besides the road and fired in sunport of the 194th Gli Inf At'

1400 this battery proceeded to its planned firing p051tions. - ‘

The battalion landirg zones were underfire from S/A's and 88mm guns
emplaced around ths fields. Upon landing 75mm pack howitzers were put into -
action beside the gliders and direct fire was dellvered on bulldlngs and other
enemy p081t10ns. . :

By 1600 t € battalion had lO nieces operatlng out of a total of 12 brought
in., The Command Post and fire direction center-were set up and all wire and
radio nets were operating to Division Artillery, the 194th CP and both firing
‘patteries by 1400. Radio -communication was in to the Artillery on the West bank
of the Rhine and they were firing support missions by 1300.
* At approximately 1900, 100 glider pilots were attached to the battalion
and a perimeter defence was organized around the battallon p051t10n so as to
give maximum protection to the West flank,

At 2200 the enemy counterattacked the VWest flank of tre battalion with
infantry and tank, A heavy fire flght developed and one tank was destroyed
before the enemy withdrew,

The 139th Abn Eng Bn began landing from gliders on LZ-N at 1200,'and
met heavy anti-aircraft fire and ground fire on tne landing zone, -The battal=
ion landed in two serials 7 minutes anart on the same landing zone.  Gliders
were widely dispursed on landing and assembly was initially by squad and two
squad groups, These groups cleared the landing zones and worked their way
to their designated areas, By 1730 the battalion had taken all of its object-
ives and .had consolidated in position, During the day 83 Germans were killed
or wounded and 315 captured along with an entire battery of 105 artillery W1th
all of its transporation and equ1pment.

The 680th Gli FA Bn (105 Howitzers) began landing west of the Rhine at -

241140, Aooroximately ﬁ%gwmmwm
gliders landed in an area of meters square near the-center of the Division
sector, All elements were subjected to enemy small arms, machine gun, mortar
and artillery fire immediately after landing, The battalion cleared its
landing area although enemy fire was so intense that a-proximately 40 gliders

were destroyed on the ground after landing, Firing during this initial phase

. consisted of direct lay on enemy strong points and artillery pieces, with some

guns engaging the enemy within 5 minutes after landing, By 1245 about 3 of
the battalion had assembled and 6 vieces were laid and ready to fire in the
vicinity of coordinates 225447 (sheet 4305)., The battalion CP was established
with a complete wire net operating at 1345, By 1700, 9 howitzers were in
position and 900 rounds of ammunition had_been.assembled
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During the day the battalion captured 2 enemy 105mm batteries and one
155 battery which had been deserted; 115 PW's were taken and an estimated 50
enemy killed, ,

Division Artillery Hq & Hq Battery was divided into a varachute and a
glider element for the operation, The narachute element landed in DZ-X at
24,1025, This elément forged their way off the DZ and established a temmprary
CP at 206450, The glider element landed in LZ-N at 24,1216, Both elements
encountered heavy flak and MG fire, The 2d elements joined at the temporary
CP at 1530, Hg & Hq Battery displaced to the Division CP after dark, ’

The division artillery net opened immediately after landing. Wire nets
were completed to all battalions at 251030, Control with supportlng artillery
West of the Rhine was maintained by radio from 241300,

The mission of the 17th Abn Division was to seize, clear and secure the
division area with priority to the high ground just E of DIERSFORDT, and the
bridges over the ISSEL R from (253&39% to (235458) (both inels), protect the
right flank‘(S) of Corps, establish contact with lst Commando Brlgade (British)
NE of WESEL, with the 15th Division (Scottlsh) and with the 6th Airborne Div-
ision (Brltlsh) on the left (N),

The division missidﬁ was accomplished in every particular within a few
hours after landing. It was accomplished in the face of he=vy flak and heavy
initial resistance on and around the ladding areas by enemy troops who had
been ordered to sleep at their gun positions the. preceeding night.

The operation was characterized bv the rapid assembly of troops and the
rapid and effective establishment of communlcatlons and control throughout
the dlv1s1on. '

. The division mission was accomplished almost exactly as nlanned and with
very few casualties considering the nature of the mission and the opposition,
The high degree of cammunication and control permitted intelligent controlled
compliance w1th all plans.

~
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B, Reports of General Staff,

1. G-1,

» Planning.

This nhase began to aporoach‘final stages about two'weeksuofior to DQday.

',;' A visit to Ninth Army, our administration channel, in company of the Division

A.G., cleared up many points of difference from the normal routine and Saved
the way for smooth relations during the heat of operation, -

G-l renorts were all called for as of 2400 to be submitted by 1300 the
following day.- This was designed to give the units a maximum of time for nre-
paration and checking, give the Staff Section time for consolidation, and re-
quire the minimum of effort on delivery of such rzvorts. The daily »hone in
Estimated Loss Report neriod was established as from 1800 to 1800 hours, By .
so doing, it was contemnlated that units would have a maximum of time to pre-
pare such a report.with a high degree of accuracy, yet incorporating most of”
the personnel changes, All rcoorts were requlred to be in by the deadllne in-
each case even if messonger had to be used

The collect ng point for the dead was selected to coordlnate w1th the

-Quartermaster activities, and was designated at a-voint on one side of the rew

supnly drop area, By so doing, the Quartermaster versonnel could all onerate
in the same locality affording greatest degree of protection, and suonly trans-
portation could be utilized for hauling in the bodies. Furthermore, the loc-
ation was adjacent to and readily accessible to a proposed bridge at Wesel:

and lastly, should temporary burial be necessary, ample space was available

for a cemetery. :

The Prisoner of War colleeting p01nt was designated near the burlal collect
ing point with the view to using prisoner labor should a temporary cemetery be-

. come necessary, Furthermore, its location was anoroximately central 1n the area

and was close to a proposed bridge at Wesel,

PN

Personnel of the section was d1v1ded 1nto a glider-borne and an overland

- group, The glider-borne groun was comnosed of the G-l, the Master Sergeant,

Operations-Sergeant, and two clerks, No transportation was planned to be taken,
Only very limited equipment was to be taken since a jJoin-up by overland forces
was contemplated early,

It was felt that initially the Division Chanlain could be of greatest ass-
istance at the Division Medical Clearing Station. The final plan dictated his
entry into the area by glider with the Medical Comn2ny, His clerk with driver
and transnortation were. to come overlind and join him with the other land ele-
ment.s, '

The Red Cross nersonnel with emergency mersonal sun-lies were nlanned to
arrive in the overland echelon,

Operation.

- Landing by glider was made D-Day about 1220 hours, M/Sgt McAferty was lost
evacutted wounded, in the landing. The balance of the section particinated in °
the fire fight to gain the pronosed CP location., The CP was opened in that =
location about 1600 D-Day, The overland group of the G-l Section with the Assw
istant G-1, two clerks and two vehicles with drivers arrived on the afternoon

of DA2.

Due to heavy fighting and local mop->ing up operations, only two reports
were received during the first evening. One came from a regiment and the other
from Signal Company. By the evening of D1, all units had submitted 4 report
and the first report to higher headquarters was compniled and phoned in ‘ot bhe
Morning of D2, D2 produced the first report whichwas felt to be reasonably
accurate,




The Quartermﬁstef and $udply installations were established at the NW cor-

ner of the resupply drop area (DZ W) rather than the SE corner as onlanned.  : 4 <
Therefore; the Grives Registratidn Collecting Point was established in that R
area alsoy to coineide with the plan of keeping the two together. No bodies = -

were received from units D-Day. DAL found all units evacuating to the new loc-
ation, This same day, decision was made tostart temporary burials D£2, How-

ever, directives 1ater in the evening, estwbllshlng priorities for DZ2 assured -
movement of the bodles back across the rlver and no temmorary burl%ls were - y*
necessary,: : ; T,
Hundreds of -risoners were canstured the first day and hundreds more daily f’i!
thereafter., The FW collecting noint of one of the regiments was near the sup- -

ply and burial incstallations. This one was taken over by the Division Provost
Marshall and designated as the Division Collecting Point, First evacuatlon to
the British Second Army collecting noint was made DAL. - .

Thé'Chaplain came in by glider with the Division Medical Company and work—
ed at that Yocation as planned, : -

The Red Cross went in overland, joined the airborne group on the afternnon
of D-Day and began immediately disp:nsing needed articles to the men of one of
the regiments, On D1 and 2, all wyits of the division were visited by one of
the representatlves. .

Conclusions and Recommendations:

The report system as set up is workable and practical, It shoud be'con-

tinued as set up unless changés in requirements for informtion become neceséany, ¢
In an opération where a join—up of friendly forces is iminent by D%l; the . «
value of the G-~1 and section in the alrborne echelon is doubtful, Recommend S .

that in such an operation, they join with the overland column, Where the join~ '+
up with overland echelon is doubtful by D&, this sectlon deflnltelv ‘should come :
in alrborne. ’ ‘ oo ’ , ;,“ L

The division chanlain can be of the greatest value at the Division Medical "
Clearing Station. and should core in airborne to operate at that location.

Total Battle Casualtles for ooeration "VARSITY" ending 2h00 25 March 1945

. “" . Officers EM Total . -
KIA S ' 41 352 393 ' o
WIA . | 80 754 83L o
;MIA ' _8a 80 80 :

: ‘ Total 121 ~ 1186 1307

_ Total Non-Battle Casualtles for Operatlon "VARSITY" ending ZAOO 26 March
1945:

Officers  EM  Total
2 3 30

‘Total German Prlsoners of War caotured durlng operatlon "VARSITY™ endlng
2400, 26 March 1945: 3,341

R

2, G-2
Generai. 1‘v"”' s L ' -;;’5‘
" The initial action by the G-2 section was to accumulate and evaluate such : Pi:
material as was on hand concerning the proposed area, A considerable amount of - :
background information was available, and lacking ma»s and photographs at this o
time, a careful study was made of the populatlon, terrain in .general, and known * ,f+
fortifications in the entire area, .l rwa i
¢
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On 24 February a supply of maps, a limited supply of photographs (mosaics)

s were received along with considerable additional intelligence inform~tion-of .
*varying value. Atthis time the exact area of operation was unde¥termined, howeve:
~Wlth the receipt of the Corps overlay early in March this area was definitely
flxed arid a detail“d study could be made. e » ‘

* '. March 10, was the date set for publication of the Intelligence .nmex for

"p Operation "VAPSITV'. and detallsd studies were made of defenses, terrain, weather{

fort}?icatlons, roads and bricgss, and enemy Order of Battle, A supplemental

Ainnex was published on 16 March, containing additional information and thereafter
[Perlodlc Bulletirs were pUULleh -d with current information,

?

’ :
At the marshalling area & iarge ore=ation tent was maintained containing the
Division War Room  for staif use, and anothersection for distribution of mans,
photos, documents, etc, During the three day period' in the marshalling areas
a large volume of material was distributed to the units and twp separate intel-
ligence reports were pubIish:d, Because of the rapidly changing enemy situation
and difficulty of positiwve icair.ification i+ w~s necessary to carefully evaluate
enemy defenses and contlnualay rovise prev1ous estlmwtes

Problems arlslng and Mcuhoio‘oi (oLu+1on.

€ Security. - It is thought th-t the security on operation "VARSITY" left mueh
to be desired, From all indications many of the violations were on a very high
level, Soldiers of this divisien were given information while visiting higher
headquarters as drivers or messenzers, and even in the United Statesradio an- -
nouncements were made prlor to the ooer%tlon giving units and plans in a general
: way,

. Extreme efforts were made to prevent local security violations,. desnite the
. difficulties involved caused by thc close association with French personnel, It |
¢ was inevitable that whea troops suddenly dlsappear from a small town a consider- .
“able amount of question is raised. Every effort was made to conceal the nature
<, of the unit in its movements and to prevent leakage of information as to specific .
Qate and place of the opsration. Use of 12 separate airfields presented a_ sec=
urity problem, but in general security was good, Unit war rooms and unit security
was generally good. Communications security was fairly good, and no evidence of
overt acts of espionage were present. N

Top Secret Control, - Responsibility for TS Control was left entirely with
G~2 and all documents regardless of source were processed through the TS Control
Section of the G-2 Office., This system worked out very well, but beeause of
limited facilities imposed a great burden during rush veriod.

Photo _and Map Cover~ge, - Was slow in being distributed during the planring
phase of the operation. A large volume of photos and maps were received but only
a small nercentage actually within areas desired. It is believed that this diffi-
culty was caused by lack of clear delineation of chapnels. Apnroaching D-Day the
photo and map cover=ge improwad can51derably. -

Enemy Information, - Because of the pecuiiar nature of the operation and
v preceding action, accurate information of the enemy was difficult to obtain,
After enemy forces were driven out of-Wesel pocket and east of the Rhine direct
contact was lost for a number of days, and during this period little accurate .-.
N information on enemy intentions or dispositions was received,

¥

Recommendations:

"
..A,;,

E It is recommended thnt more stringent securlty measures be envoked in the
.+, future (VIZ)

3
-
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(1) Striet p}ess and radio censorship prior to operation.

(2) less non-éssential liaison and observers prior to bperation. et
That Top Secret Control be handled by Adjuxant General's Staff under dir- o
ection of Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Th1s is the orescribed method used by T
higher headquarters, < B
- o -
Pl é.l_!g ' ’ ) . v . '.;'if;

On or about February 6, l9h5, while engaged in conbat along the Our River
near Clerveaux G-2 and G-3 were ordered to the Headquarters of the First Allied-
Airborne Army at Maiscn la Fitte near Paris, While there they were briefed on

the general plan for oneratica "VARSITY", Certain basic details such as the - - =
troops who would particinate, the number of nlanes and gliders necessary to lift .-
the division and the availability of troop carrier air fields on the continent
were discussed, It was announced at this time that the 17th Airborne Division -
~would be ordered out .of the line in a few days and sent back to Chalons sur Marne e
"to prepare for this operation which was to take place in about six weeks. DI E

Orders were later received by division for its rellef and the movementﬁho.
Chalons sur Marne begnn on February 10th. The last elements closed in Chaléns
on February lith, - " '

The division was given a period of about one week in which té rest, prepare
the tent camp area, clean up equipment and clothing and conduct show down in- *
spections, . During this time a training directive was published ordering' e

(1) Reorganization of the division under new T/0 and T/E 71, 16 Dec 19kh. ‘
The major change under this new T/O was the disbandment of the l93rd Glider N
Infantry Regiment and the reorganization of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment /- -
with 3 battalions; the reorganization of Glider Fijeld A tillery Battalions wlth
@\ 3 firing batteries; the conversion of 6&th Glider FA Battalion to a 105mm

howitzer battalmon, the addition of a tnird squad To the rifle nlatoons of para-
chute ‘infantry Fegiments and the addition of another parachute field artillery
battalion, the Lé4th Parachute FA Battalion, ,

(2) . The training of reinforcements, = . e
(3) Alrborne training t6 include: | ; -

Ea) Glider pay rldes.
b) Basic glider training in famlllarizatlon with CGLA glider and
knots and lashings, . :
(¢) Door practice for parachute elements,
(d) Tactical glider and parachute drops to assimilate as nearly as .
nossible conditions expected in operation “VARSITY", :
(e) CPX's to test radio link and other communications as antlcloated
for coming operation, = . _
j),/(f)» Familiarization firing-With all weapons to include the new . R
recoilless type 57mm and 75mm _guns. .-
(g) The training of 513th Parachute Infantry to familiarize them with
the C-46 plane and the jumplng of 2ll men of this regiment from
this plane, _ _ .

This training program was carried out and. cont1nued until the time of the '_ -
operation, = )
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Orders and directives for the operation were issued from time to time by
XVIII Corps (Airborne) at Epernay. Close lidison between lelSlOn and corps

»Was maintained by liaison and staff officers,

"~ A conference was held by CG, IX TCC at IX TCC Headquarters near St. Germam,'"
Y¥rance, At this conference tramlng and operational requn.rements for planes and

!l ad

' .

gliders were discussed and schedules set up.-/

As Allied Forces moved rapidly toward the Rhine River, necessity for an

-¢ early airborne operation became evident, D-Day was therefore advanced to Mareh =

0‘24th ) - .

bl

El

Liaison officers were sent to First Allied Airborne Army and IX Troop Carrier
Command 6th British Airborne Division, lst British Commando Brigade and 1l5th
Scottlsh Division, The last three liaison officers went into the operation with
the units to which they were attached and contlnued to maintain llaison duril;xg
the operatlon. ‘

As soen as the defa.nlte mission was received from corps a study was made of
possible LZ'z arid IZ's, One DZ was selected for each parachute combat team and
two LZ's were selected for gliders, A saturation of approximntely 50% was necew .
ssary in both LZ's. ,

Beca.use it was impossible to lift the entire divzi.s:Lon wrbh the allotted -Air-
craft it was necessary to select the troops and allot units their quota of ‘planes
and gliders.,

A deeision then had to be made on the order in which troops were to be b
brought in airborne, Missions were assigned units and an air movement table.

, drawn up,

.

Pla.ns were made for the attachnent of ground units which were to come across
"the Rhine River and lastly a plan was made for extended ground action after D-Day, :

Marshall_n;_n_g

© The div:.slon moved to the marshall:mg areas by train and by motor begmning
D<4, The land tail moved by motor on D-3 to Issum, Germa.ny, on the west bank of
the Rhine,

While in the- mers'hallmg areas £12 airfields in France) communications was
maintained by TWX, telephone s C=47's, Li!'s and Jeep messengexr semee.

. The G=3 Section was divided for the operﬂta.on :m three echelons' Parachute s
glider and 1and tail , ,

. Operati :.ons .

' One casualty was sustained in the G-B Section during the operntloh. Pfc
Herron was killed by enemy small arms flre mmedlately upon landlng by glJ.der.

The Glider Echelon of the G-3 Section assembled with the remainder of the
. Pivision Headquarters glider echelon and moved tothe Division CP, Later on D-Day

. they were joined at the CP by the parachute elements of the G—B Section., On

S

>

~ Df3 the land tail arrived.

3

toncluaione .

1. The mission assigned this division‘ for "VARSITY" was an excellent airborne
fhission, - '

L 2, The time allowed for training and,;ﬁ];anhTing?-was‘" adequate,

t !.}_‘;‘I‘he morale of the divisionwss at’its higheSt peak for the operation,

) i‘rﬁe division was well equipped and well supported,

) 5 The planning of units was sound and thorough,

.+ 6, All men were properly briefed.




7. Glider: pilots were properly used and well briefed, .

Recommendations,

1. - A better communications system should be established between marshalling g y
areas,’ - S e " e

2, Recoilless rifles Should be included in thé T/E of an airborne division,

be G-b, B | -
General, |

In oneration "VARSITY", functions of supply and evacuation were grouped in
three phases, first, the perlod of planning and refitting extending from 12
February to 18 March (B~6), second, the period of concentrating in the marshall-
ing areas extending from 18 March to 2/, March (D~6 to D-Day), and third, the
period of operation extendlng from 24 Mﬂrch through 26 March (D—Day to D/2)

More specific data may be- found in the sections covered by Ordnance,
Quartermaster, Signal, Medlcal Engineer and C%WS sections, .

Planning,

Immediately after arriv-l of the division in the Chalons .sur Marne area-
showdomn inspections were held for all units., New Ts4bles of Organization and
Equipment had just-been authorized the division-and it was necessary to reallocate
existing equipment, particularly motor wvehicles, within units of the division.
This orocess was facilitated b~ the enlarged 194th Glider. Infantry Regiment :
taking over initially all equipment of the 193rd Glider Infantry, Wthh was de-
activated in accordance with the new T/0 and E,

Requlsltlons to cover shortages were prepared by the Division Bupply Offlcer
and submitted to XVIII Corps Airborne which forwarded them direct to Comm Zene,
High priority was. given the re-equipment process and much .of the materigl:wasg
delivered to the Division issuing depot, Refitting for the operation: had béen -
campleted within one month fromt he date the Division closed in Chalons sur
Marne, DBuring this period all armament and motor vechicles were inSpected,and
repaired, the Division Air Force equipment and persennel were flown to Chalens
from the United Kingdom, and arrangements were made'to-expedite the arrival and
final equipping of the 464th Parachute FA Battalion, newly on the contlnent from
the United States and newly assigned to the division.

Non T/E equlpment and supplies required for the operation were secured
doncurrently with items of T/E equipment - some of this equipment was made by.:
the 17th Parachute Maintenance Company. Equipment that was non T/E and had to
be procured or made consisted of British leg bags, recoilless rifles, loading -~
and lashing rope, yellow florescent handkerchiefs (for 1dent1f1catlon), BAR " -
containers machlne guns, cal,30 Ml9l9A6 and hand grenades.

Speciflcatlons for a sultable marshalling area camp were furnished by the
Division to.XVIITI Airborne Corps and First Allied Airborne Army on 26 February,
The latter headquarters constructed thirteen camps scattered throughout four
Base Sections, The capacity of each camp was 1200 with the exception of the e
camp where the C-hé's were to depart which had a capacity of 2600, All camps -
were substantially completed by 15 March and were in operating condition when
the Division troops: began arriving on 21 March, During this operation the
Division provided four liaison officers one with each Base Section Headquarters,
These liaison officers provided the only close coordination between the unlts
bullding the camps and- the Dlnsmn. SR :

he, .



A transportation corps officer from Oise Base Section reported to the
d;v1sion on & March, This officer acted 3s coordinator between division and
"0Oise B ase Section and worked out the many details associated with a combined
“rail and motor movement from the base czmp to the marshalllng areas,

R Durlng the first two weeks “of March, units prepared areas within their

, .respective Base camps for storage of individual clothing and baggage to remain
® with the Base Echelon. A transportation pool was arranged for thig echelon by

» having each unit leave one-1/k ton truck and a trailer at Base and having each
.regiment and Division Artillery leave ome 2 1/2 ton truck. In addition the

4 Division Quartermaster and the Parachute Maintenance Company provided seven

> 2 1/2 ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks and trailers,

Road clearances And routes were established for the Overland Echelon which
was to concentrate west of the Rhine River in the vicinity of Issum, Germany,
For this echelon it was necessary to-provide thirty 2 1/2 ton trucks from
sources outside the division. The 2,005 vehicles involded in the movement, of
the Overland EchelQn used two routes and covered the. 2&6 miles w1thout any over-.
night halt, , .

v

The planning phase for Operation "VXRSITY" progressed from day to day as
reflected by the various activities, initially and principally with XVIII Alrborne
Corps. and subsequently more detalled arrangemgnts with outside headquarters,
Arrangements were. made with Fiyrst Allied Airbomme Army in regard to air resupsly
on D14, and subsequently the G-4 Section inspected supolies being prepared at
the resupply- alrstrlps for the operatlon. ‘The Division’ G-A conferred with G-h

of Ninth Army on ground resupply arrangements on D-12, ‘

« The general plan for supply and evncuatlon for the operation called for all
. classes of supplies sufficeint for-a minimum of one day to be carried by air-as
* basic unit loads.. Immediately following the air lifts of the division -a resup»ly
mission consistirig of 270 tons of all classes of supoly (enough for one day) was
-, to'be flown by B-24 bombers b dn the United Kingdom, An sutomatic resupnly
mission o ons of all classes of supply was ed for DAL, Further
items to be delivcred by air werée to be requested by division through XVIII
« Airborne Corps to First Allied Airborne Army who would be responsible for pro-
curing them, preparing them for aerial delivery and drooping them into the DZts, © .
DZt's were to be marked by pathflnder personnel,” All aerial resupnly subsequent.
to D£1 was to be unon radio request. by division, and sufficient material was.
prepared at the resupoly air strips (there were three on the contlnent) to-
sustain the d1v151on for nlne days of operntlon. . :

-

Addltional supolies and replacement items of CrlthQl equlpment, partlcuo
larly radios and crew served weapons, were carried in the Overland Echelon.
Ground resupnly arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established a dump -
west of the Rhine River for this purpose, This dump consisted of all classes
of supnlies and was to be maintained at three days operating level until normal

_brldge traffic across the rlver was establlshed. : -

' A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company'DUKWfs augmented by 27 additional
DUKW's was provided the division for the mowerent of supplies across the river
until bridges were established. These DUKW's also provided an additional means
of resupply should the air resupply m1551on fail or brldging operatlons be une-
successful, . . : :

-

, Because of the restriction on the number of gliders available for the oper=
- ation, the bulk of the division supply personnel and equipment was in the overland
s echelon. ' :

In ordef to provide the necessary labor to carry out the division'!s part of
* the supply plan, one platoon from a'Quqrtermaster Service Company was attached
- to the division; Ninth Army was to operate the. sueply dump on the west bank of
¢ the I ine River, the division was to- opermte allr dumps on the east bank of the
. River, :

13~



As a special meas ure to expedite the revowory of AirFerce Equipment
three officers and 57men from the Division Prcht Maintenance Co were to jump
with the §07th CT. These men were to be reinforced by 1 officer and 47 men.
after contact with the ground echelon was established.

-
»

Medical service and supply was to ‘be furnished the Division Medical Co
which was to go in airborne and be prepared to hold all casuslties for 48 hrs
if necessary., Two surgical teams were attached to the Medical Co for the
operation. Back up on the west »ank of the Rhine was. to be provided initially
by one platoon from an Army Clearing Co, this platoon was then to ferry.
acroes the Rhine on DF l. Six DUKW's were set aside to move casualties to
evacuation hospitals on the west pank of the river.

Priorities were established for wehicles in the Overland Echelon to
orpss the river. The general plap on the priorities was for the tactical units
transportation and organic ambulapces plus a few control vehicles for Division
Supply officers to eross first followed by heavy transportation of Division
Service Organizatlonsa An attached tank battalion and attached TD battalion
were also given high priority but their crossing depended upon heavy river
oraft and hBavy capacity brldges belng avallable.

Marshalllng Areas

‘Units began to shift suppllgs and equlpment to ‘the marshalllng araas on
D-6e This left only individual efAuipment to be oarried on the transporkation
moving the troopse Division Air Force equipment and necessary rigger person-
nel were also moved to the depafture fields at this times This work wes com=
pleted by D-6 using only organis transportations’ ~

The rail movement td the mafghalling area began on D=4 and advance par-
ties departed by motor at the same time. Comm Zone vehicles were used to
carry. troops to the entraining points and then used to transport other troops
to two nearby airfieldsi All troops had closed in the marshalling areas early
in the afternoon of D~3s Transportation from detraining points to the various
marshalling areag was also furnished by Comm Zone. Comm Zone alsc manned the
marshalllng areas, ran the mesgses, furnished thc Quarters and provided medlcal
servieo.s Evary effort was m ade to give the men as amny comforts as possible.

. During the three days in thn marshalling areas it was nocessary to £i11
small last minute shortages in equipment and supplicss Comm Zone Ordnance
repair parties made some minor repairs to individual weapons. '

The Diviston Land Echelon under-the Commend of the Assistdnd Division

Commander left base camp the morning of D-3and closed in its appointed assoms=
bly aroa at 0400 of D=2 W1th no major difficulties encountereds -

OPeratlons

_ OnD Day the Division Supply porsonnel traveling by glider camc into the
areea of operations with only minor losses; howcver, some supply glidors were

- not located until late that daye.

- -The airborne modical personncl sustained a“subéfantiul loss whoen mem=
bers of one surgiocal team became casualtics upon landing duo to encmy actione
This throw a very heavy burden on tho remaining surgical team.

The air resupply mission, which was flown as scheduled, was approximately
75% effectivos Some bundles wore roleased very close to the ground-whilo
others wore scattorcds The later was broutht about in part by the inability
of the pathfinder personnel, who were to mark the resupply DZ, to reach the

4

ficld in timc. This personnel jumpod with a battalion of CT 507. This bate .

talion was droppod to the north of its DZ. ' The pathfinders could not work
d(nn to DZ W (the DZ for this battalion and the resupply) until and 1ntervon-
~:g wooded aroa was clcarod of thc onemy-

t

e it

-
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: Supplies via DUKWS began cr0331ng tho Rhine by 1700 D Day. ‘Based on
o (tact;cal roasons, higher headquarters concolled tho 'air rasupply scheduled.” ..
- . for D/i. This required a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKWS and a
chenge in thoir traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as pos-
sible. It also required the establishment of supply dumps nearer the east bank
- of the river (originally it was planned to consolidate. these dumps with th050
v ostablished for air resupply in the v1cln1ty of. ths resupply DZ)

By daylight Dpl DUKWS were transportlng suppllcs over the river in quan-
. tities more than sufficiont to. support the current operetion. DUKWS wore por=
mitted to used the birdge, which oxpeditcd their movemcnt materially.

The platoon from the Army clearing Co established o station on the east
bank of the Rhinc .pricr.tc ncon P#l. to which casualties from the Division
Clearing Station were ewvacuated in Division ambulances, Army ambulances and
DURWS were used to move oasualt eg to the cvacuacicn hospitals on the west
bank of tho rivar., : A T T

‘Yohicles of the varland Teil were cr0381ng the rivep at such rate as Yo
put them in advance of their schedule early on Dfi. On Dfé all. vehlcles reach=
od the east bank of the Rhlne. _

Pergonnel from thn 17th Proht Maintenanco Co began 'bheir salfra.ge of AAF
equipmont on D Days In spite of their offorts, only a. small part of thls
jequlpmont oither undamaged or damaged was cventually recovered. - S

By noon of D/b opera*ion of” modlcal servico was normal Pok- Alliod porson~
nel » by midnight sz all wounded.German prigoners had boen ceriad back across
the river., Thus medical evacuation had beccome normale - - ey

o By 2400 DA2 Supply dumps Classes T = IIT = V hnd beon built up to the

" point where thoy could support throe days operations Sufficient Class II and
IV items were on hand in the vohicles of the Overland Tail to provide for. -
unit nceds until normal cross =~ rivor traffio could be ostablisheds. . - .
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Be Bivision Artillery Roport.
Planning. B I - we -
ae The mission of ths 17th Airbornc Division and goncral plarnof the Division

Commander was given to the Division Artillery Commander on about 20 February
1945. At that time it was tontatiwely doeidcd thats

(1) Initially, 466th Prcht FA Bn attachod to 513th CT) 680th.Gli FA Bn attach- o

od to 507th CT, and 68lst Gll FA Bn attachod to 194th CT.If

(2) 1In evont an additional. parachute ficld artlllory battalion was assigncd
or attached to the division that it would bo attached to 507th CT end
680th Gli FA Bn would be in gcnoral supporte

(3) If sufficicnt etk 1ift would hot be avullablo to bring in all organic
-..bnws airbor.io; to being thom in with the overland elements and depend
on artillery on ﬁhg wgst bank of the Rhinc for dircct support where
nocossaryl .

(4) The minimum rcinforcing artillery hecossary to accomplish the mission
would bo onec reinforcing battelion or flcld rogiment per organic direct
suppott battalion,

be Thc Diviéion Artillcry COmmnhdcr aﬁtcndod a conferencé at Hbudquafters XI1
Corps (Br) on 28 February 1945 at which timo were prosent:

CCRA, XII Corps (Br) ” ‘ '
Corps Artillery Commandor, XVIII ‘Corps (Abn) S
CRA, 6th British Abn Div
,D1vi31on Artillery Commeander, 17th Abn Div
. CCRA, VIII British Corps '
. Signal Officor, XII Corps (Br)
Communications Offlcer, XVIII Corps Artlllory.

At this conforcnce the following were discussod and tentafively agroed upons

(1) Diroct and goneral support artillery formations available to support the
operation from the west bank of the Rhinc,.

(2) Forward obsorver and translator teams for British formations on the west
bank of tho Rhinec.

(3) Communications,

(4) Procedurc. .
ce After numecrous confercncesg with the division commander, the XVIII Corps
artillery officer and CCRA, XII Corps (Br) (through the XVIII Corps Artillery
‘0fficor) the final artillery plan and organization of the field artillery for
combat was arrived ate The final decision wasnot made until 15 March 1945,
when it was cvident thoat the 464th Prcht FA Bn, which did not join thc division
from the United States until 11 March 1945, would be fully equipped and ready
for combats Thc organization for combat was as followse

464th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 507th CT.

' 466th Prcht FA Bn, initinlly attached 513th CT.
68lst Gli FA Bn, initially attached 194th Gli Inf.
680th Gli FA Bn (105 How, M3),, Jgoneral support, enswer calls for fire

from 3d Bn 513th Prcht I f.




53 (w) Division Artillery (Br): General support (from west bank of Rhine‘
133 Lt Rogte RA treinforce firo 466th Prcht FA Bn
81 Lt. Regte RA reinforco fires 68lst Gli Fa Bn
83 Lte. Regt. RA reinforce fircs 464th Prcht FA Bn
. 77 Mcdium Regte RA (545G), Genéral Support.

Bricfing.

Briefing of Division Artillery staff was held to e minimum number and no
membor was bricfod until it was considered nccossary, nonc being briefed prior
to D~24. Battalion commanders and staffs were briefod on D-15 and battery
commanders on D-8. .

Final briefing of all rcmaining officers and enlisted men in the Air 1ift
was comploted between D-3 and D-1 after being scaled at departure fields. The
final briefing was so complcte that evory officer and cnlisted man knew the
"big picture," the plan fur the divisicn, tho plan for his unit «nd what he as
anc -individual was going to do on landing, The value of this comploto brief-
ing was proven by the superior performsnco of the unlts upon landing,

v

Rehoarsalse

No rohcarsals were heold except for a communication exercise involving all
wire and radio communicetion of the division artillery, including the special
forward observer and translator teams, on 14 March 1945, Since all personncl
invdlved in this rchearsal had not bcon briefed, it was staged as a type of
communication ¢xcrciso.

Forward ObsorvorS,,Liaison and Translators..

ae Organice '
464th Prcht FA Bn - one (1) forward observer section andone (1)
linison soction withench battalion of 507th Prcht Tnf, also a commund llalson
sectlon with regimental commander.’

466th Prcht P* Bn = one (1) forw.rd observer soction and onc (1)
liaigon soction with each battalion of 513th Prcht Inf; also a command liaison
scction with cach regimontal commandor.

68lst Gli FA Bn = onc (1) forward obscrver soction and ono (1)
liaison soction with cach battalion of 194th Gli Inf, also a command lisison .
section with rogimental commander. ' '

680th Gli FA Bn = one (1) forward obscrver soction and one (1)
liaison gection with with 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf.,

b. 53 (w) Diwision Artillery (Br)

81 Fhold Rogimont, RA - One (i) forward observor sootion With cach =
battalion of 194th Gli Inf and one (1) liaison scction with'CO, 68lst Gli FA Bn.

83 Fiold Rogimont, RA =~ Onc (1) forward obsorver section with each
battalion of 507th Prcht Inf and one (1) liaison scction with CO, 464th Prcht
FA Bne

133 Field Rogimont, RA = Onc (1) forward observer soction with cach
battalion of 513th Prcht Inf and onc (1) liaison soction with €0, 466th Prcht
FA Bne




_ 53 (w) Division Artillery # Gho (15 liuison aoct1on with commanding
Goneral, 17th Airborno Division Artlllury.v SR ,

XVIII Corps. (Abn) Artillory = One (1) Liaison soction with CG, 17th Abn
Div Arty and onc (1) trunslator tcem with cach of 8lst, 83d, 1334 Field Roegts
aund with 53 (w) Div Artye. All translatro tcams were U. S. Army personnel
as also worc all rorward obscrvor and liaison scctions representing all olome~
cnts of 53 (w) Div Avty., These trunsletor, forward observer and liaison
soctions wero trainad by XVIII Corps (Abn) Arty and assigned duties by CG, 17th
Abn Div Arty. Thoy consisted of ono (1) officer and two (2) enlisted mon,
each, the pcrsonncl having been drawn mainly from 17th Abn Div Arty.

Exocution

Unitsg, with all cirborne transportation, movod to departure field on
D~4 and D=~3. WNon-airbornz oloments moved overland to a rondezvous on the west
sido of thc Rhino under the command of the assistent division commandor. on D=3

The division artillery was disposed at five departure fields as fSil&ws:

A=80 = Advance detachoment, HQ 17th Abn Div Arty
464th Prcht F Bn (lessGlided transportation)
466th Preht FA Bn (less glided howitzers and transportatlon).

B=-24 ~ Hoadquarters and Headquartors Btry 17th Abn Div Arty (less adv dots)
Detachomcnt, 466th Prcht FA Bn (3 sparc howitzers).

A'39 - 680th Gli FA Bn
Dotachment, Hq Btry, 681st Gli FA Bn ' '
Glider Elms, 464th Prcht FA Bn, (1 officor, 42 E M, 10 - ton trucks,
4 - 3 ton trailers). _

A=48 = Gelst Glldor FA Bn (less Detachment. Bq Btry)

n-zo = Glidor elms, 466th Prcht FA Bn, (2 officors, 40 EM, 9 - £ ton trucks,
- - % ton, truilers)

Air OP scections centralized undor Division Control, were landed at an
air strip woat of the Rhine on D-=3.'

e
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. De Roport of Land Echolon:

The land tail of the i7£h Airhorne Division 6dnéisted of those vehicles
of the division not transported by glldcrs (1082 trucks and 353 trnllcrs and
tho following attachod unitsi

144th TD Bn (SP + Br)
605 TD Bn (Towed)
771 Tank Bn
692 FA Bn
398 Q4 (Trk ) Co
" 458 QM Co AMP
Co A, 3d Cml Mortar Bn
387 LA Bn (SP)

A1l of these vehicles and units crossed the Rhine either by ferry or
~bridge. ,
In order to avoid congestion near the crossing sites on the west bank of
the Rhine a system of staging areas under Br Control was organized. An assembly
arca botwoen Issum (094273) and Kapellen (048313) was assigned to the 17th
Abn Div from which vchicles wero moved by stagos and on strictly controlled
roads to the river. The number of vehicles in the asombly area at any one
time was kept at a minimum, only enough’ being therc to insure a stcady flow
of truffic. : : - : -

Tho organic vchiclos of the division moved to Brece Belgiam on 21 March
from whence thoy wore dispatched to Issum—Kapcllen area when called for,. The
attachcd units reportecd to the Issum-Kapellen area direct so as to arrive
thero approximatoly twenty=-four hours prior to thoir contemplatcd cr0831ng tlmo,

The British provided wire communications for the staglng area including
the Division assombly arca and liaison officer for the assembly areae. The 17th.
- Abn Div sent liaigon officers to bo with the British Bank Control Officer and
at all sccondary arcas where vehiclcs wero to stop on their way te.the river.
Two officers wore sent to the far bank to suporvise the movement of the vohicleg
from the river to & division cont2€d point at Muhlonfild.. At this place unit
guides took control of their own vehlclos.- . v

Forrying and bridge construction was started by the British on D Day North
of Xauten (1141) and in spite of strafing and bombing by hastil plancs continued
unintorruptedly. In accordance with a pro=dctermined schedule ambulances ¢ross#

.ed on D Day; en Dfi most of tho self=-propcllcd AT guns and tanks wero across !
and by D/3 the division had 1ts organlc trqnsportation and had becn joincd by
all attachod unitse. PR .

Grouad rosupply arrangements werc made with Ninth Army who cstablished
4 dump on the wost bank of the Rhine River in the vicinity of Issum, whore was
locatod tho Division Rcar Echelons This dump consisted of all classes of
supplies which wero to be maintained at throo days oporating level until such
time a normal bridge traffic across the river was ostablishod.

A Quartormastor Amphibious Truck Company (DUKWS) (augmonted by 27 addit-
ional DUKWS) was provoded the Division for movement of supplics across the
rivor to dumps on the far shore until bridgcs were egtablished. Those DUKWS
also congtituted an additional means of rcsupply should the air resupply
mission fail and/ or bridging oporations be unsuccossful,.

Supplies via DUKWS bogan erossing thc Rhinc by 1700 D Daye. Based on Certai
tattical roasons, highcer headquarters cancolled the air resupply soheduled for
,D/l This requirod a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKWs end a change
in their traffic prierity, which was accomplished as quickly as possible, It
al = required the cstablishment of supply dumps nearcr the east bank of the
r2er (originelly it wasplanned to consolidate theso dumps with those ostablish-
ed for air rosupply in the vicinity of the rcsupply DZ)e »




.

By daylight D1 DURWS were transporting supplies over the river in
Quantitios more than sufficicnt to support the curront eperations DUENS were
pormitted to uso tho birdge, which expeditod their movement materially

¥+ REPORTS OF SPNCIAL STAFF
I. SIGNAL

Planning , : TR
“Flanning for tho signal communications of Oporations VARSITY bogan on 23
Foebruary 1€45 whon tho Division Cemmander. notificd the Division Signal Officer
of the pending oporaticn. Tho planning was divided into throo scckions:
ground communications after the drop, supply and rcsupply, and communications
in the marshnlling aroas.

A Ground Ccmwuricatlon Planning. .
CERVEN '
(a} In order to insure good instantancous communlcations upon
landlng it was decided to get up five parallel radio nets to link tho division
comnand post and thc regimontal command postse Four of those nets were to
bo SCR 300, frequency modulated voice radio ncts, and the fifth was to be an
SCR 694 not amplitudc .mcdulated with CW transmission. The four SCR 300 nets
were sot up ag foliows: Net FD =3~ Division Commander, Chiecf of Staff and
throe Rogimental Cormanders; Net FD = 4-~Division G-2 and Regimental S-2's; Net
FD-5~ Division G~3 and Regimental $-3's; Net FD~6- Division G-4 and Rogimental
S~4"' 3e2.“TheSCR. 694 not wasto sorvo Div151on and the Regimentel headquartors.,

{b) For radio communicatxon to higher headquarters tho Division
had two SCR 193 gtetions in XVIII Gorps ncts.and one SCR 499 in the resupply
not to First Allicd Airborne Army.

plan was adéptod:

To 1st Commando Brigedo (Br) and to tho 15th Div headquartors

in tho Division Command not FD-~1l. .
To the 6th Adn Div (Br)e Tho 6th Ayn Div furnlshod two 22
redio sets for the lateral link betwoen divisions. , ,

(d) 4An SCR 193 net, and SCR 320 link and an SCR 610 link furn- |
ished communication to the DlVlleD Reor headquarters on tho wost bank of
the Rhlne Rivore :

(¢) 4An SCR 399 link was set up for radio communication to the
Division Basce
Radio toams of two to four mon cach wore used to acoompllsh these in-
gtellations. : :
2 Wire : '
The wiro plan decided upon for the 1n1tia1 wiro 1nsta11ation
" was as indicatgd on Annox 2 To accomplish this installation for the airborne
echclon, six fivo mon tocams, cach equipped with jveps with RL-3ls aend oight
. miles of W-110 wiro were takon in airbornce Theo remainder of the signal Co
wiro soction was 1ncorporatad in the ground ocholon.

-. ) '3.- Othsere.

(6) For radio communlcatlon to -othor hoadquarters, the following

The divigion SOI Wus put out in two gsoctions; an ‘assault sectlon .

~ covering tho period D to Dy2 and e regular section which was carried by tho
Division Signal. Offlcer on the airborme operation and distributed on D/?._

During the parlod i ‘March to 10 March moetings woro hold,W1th -
‘th roprogentatives of the Second Army (Br,, XVIII Abn.Corps, and tho 6th Abn
~ (Br) to decide upon frequency: assignments, cryptographic systoms, and
meana of individual recognltlon, and to coordinato 51gnn1 pians for the unitsg-
ooncerned.
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. During thd perlod 1 March to 17 Mhrch all clomonts of the divis~

ion Slgnal Systom ran continoous rehorsals . simulating as noarly as possible

. conditiong c¢xpcctocd on the oporation. .
a‘ - S _ L
. .. 'Be Plonning for Supply and Resupply
) - ls Supply carried by além@nts of the Divisiqn

To caro for immodiate needs upon landing cach unit carricd &
throo doy supply of wire, batteriecs andttubos.

To svpp?imont the supply carricd by tho units, the Division

 ,signa1 Officor with throo glider loads of miscollancous

signal oquipment went in with the eir ccholon.




2, Supnly by A1r.

Aerial resupnly for the div1sion'was to include three days of signal
supalles of 612 tons ver day. This was dropped as follows: One days resupoly at ~*
1200 D~Day and two days resupoly at 1200 on D1, The division Signal Susply Offe-
icer had three men and one. 1/L4 ton truck and trailer to handle this resupply.

3. Supoly by Ground. .
A stocknile of signal items con51dered necessary for replacement .
of anticipated losses was established on the west bank of the Rhine, These o

supplies were to be delivered across the river by DUKW!s as soon as practicable, .
The stockpile was established by the Div151on Signal Supply section and the 9th .,
U.S, Army Signal Officer, . . . .- . L , '

*

C. Communication in the Marshalling Areas, .-

Provisions for ccommunications in the marshalllng areas were largely
assummed by IX Troop Carrier Command, This left the division signal personnel
free for duties concerning the operation,’ IX Troop Carrier Command provided
telephone ‘and teletype systems linking all departure fields with the Division CP .
departure field, and also provided llalson ‘planes for messenger service between
fields,

Due to the relatively great distance between the departure flelds and the
necessity of going through numerous switchboards the telenhone and teletype .
communication was not good., The liaison planes worked well between the fields

~that were closer together., .

Qgeratlon e e

Immediately uoon landing the division commander's party which dronped with
the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment, Pegan to contact the units as they landed,-
Contact was established-with the 507th Prcht Inf Regt., the 513th Prcht Inf Regt.,
the 194th Gli Inf Regt., the Division CP and Division Rear almost immediately
after landing, Radio communication was also established from the division CP to .
XVIII Airborne Corps, the 6th Airborne Division (Br), the l5th Division (Scottish}
with First Allied Airborne Army, and with Division Base, Contact was not estabe
lished with the lst Commando Brigade (Br). ‘

Wire teams left for the Regimental Command Posts as soon as they were renort-
ed and wire communication was established with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt and th e
194th Gli Inf Regt by 1830 of D~Day, Wire was also installed to the 6éth Abn Div
(Br) by 2000 on D-Day, Wire was. comnleted' to the 507th Prcht Inf Regt and to the
Division Rear CP.on the west bank of the Rhine early on the morning of D£1, - Comme
unication was carried on to the Division Rear CP by improvised radio link using -
SCR~300's and SCR-610's until the wire was comphated. ' 4

Mbssenger gervice was available upon the establlshment of. the Div151on cP
at ap roximately 1600 of D-Day. The first messenger run was made at 1000 en D41,

The signal installation for the Divisiam Rear CP had been completely estab-
lished by d-1, A wire net linked all elements of the division west of the Rhine
and functioned excellently., This net also included XVIII Airborne Corps CP, Wire
from this net was extended across the river to the Division Forward CP on D-Day,

- . The aerial resupply of signal equipment was not successful, One day of re=:
supply was dropped immediately after the division landed, This Tesupply was dr0p~
ped before the airborne signal supply personnel could ket to the DZ and when they -
arrived they found that the signal bundles were spread over a wide area and that
every bundle had been opened by either friendly or enemy troops, = Altheugh much
of this resupply was put to use by our troops, the division signal dump did not.

receive any of the aerial resupnly. . s

-

‘ Ground resunplywas excellent, The signal dump provided on the west bank of |
the Rhine by Ninth Army was adequate and the transportation of this equipment to - .
a division dump east of the River by DUKW's was satisfactory, Ground resupnly
was handicapoed to some extent by inadaqumte oersonnel and tranSportation in the
division signal supply section. : : ;
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Recommenda ion s :

Based on experiences in operation “VARSITY" the follow:.ng recommendations
are offered:

1. - That no aerlal resupoly be attempﬁed untll a site for a signal dump

" can be located and marked,

2; That wherever possible a high grade telephone and telegraph system

~ be permanently installed in the marshalling areas.

34 That voice radio nets using SCR 300'3 be used extensively for command
purpdses at all levels,

4s That radio link and carrier equlpment be provided for the airborne
signal company to make quick telephone and teletppe communlcatlon p0331ble
with higher headquarters,

5. That a signal supply dump similar to that provided west of the Rhine
by Ninth Army be estahblished near the airborne area,

6., That the division signal supply personnel be increased by three truck
drivers and three basics, and that three 2 1/2 ton trucks be furnished to this
sectlon.

24 ORDNANCE

Planning

- When the division returned to Chalons France, it had just been through an:
ardous winter cam»aign in the Ardennes, The 'XVIII Airborne Corps Ordnance Off-
icer informed the Division Ordnance Officer on 14 February that it was desired
to have the division serviced as soon as nossible, Ten days were to be allowed
for inspection and repair of armament and fifteen days for inspection and renair
of all vehicles, Additional personnel were necessary to complete these jobs in
the allotted time and these were supnlied by the Comm Zone Ordnance-Section as -
follows: 3 officers and 24 men for small arms, 12 men for artillery, eight men
for instruments, and a heavy automotive maintenance company, Thus implemented
the airborne ordnance company processed 800 vehicles in fifteen days, and com~
pleted other necessary ordnance inspection and repair in ten days. -

The XVIII Corps (Airborne) Ordnance Officer made general arrangements with
Ninth Army for ordnance support during the operation. On D=7 the division Ord-
nance officer contacted the Ninth Army Ordnance Officer and oompleted the foll-
owing detailed arrangments:

ASP 853 was to be set up on the west bank of the Rhine Rlver in the Vicinity
of Bonninghardt, Germany (A510530), This ASP was to be operated by Army pere
sonnel, It was to be opened on D~3 and to have an initial and a minimum stockage
of 633 tons of 1mmun1t10n, 500 tons for divisional units and 133 tons additional
for attached units, It was estimated that this would prove sufflclent for three
days, For the operation it was more than adequate,.

Arrangements were also made to have Army personnel operate the ASP on the
east bank of the Rhine which it was believed would be necessary to set up init-
ially, . Division G- made arrangements to ferry 4725 tons of ammunition across
the river in DUKW®s, An additional 200 tons of ammunition were loaded in org=-
anic and attached vehicles,

The necessary additional maintanance and supply personnel and equipment
were attached to the division ordnance company rather than-in a supporting role,
Maintenance and supply personnel attached were as follows: Malftenacne one plat- .
oor or an ordnance MAM Co., one eight man small arms section, one 22 man artillery
section and one tank detachment of 21 men; supply - 3utomotive parts section of
seventeen men, 3 parts vans and 13 trucks for an exchange pool of elght 2 1/2

_ ton trucks and five 1/k ton trucks.

The Dlvlsion Ordnance Officer and two clerks left for the west bank of the
Rpine to open the division resupply point on D-4, During D-2 and D-1, 72 DUKWt's
were loaded with ammunition and crossing oriority numbers were given to each '

" one, Three officers and 84 men who were to cross with the first 17 DUKW'S,

' The ordnance detall had superv131on of all CWS and Englneer equipment and
supply and extra vehicles west of the Rhlne. This took considerable time from
the ordnance duties, SRR
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On D-2 the Ordnance Uo with attachmerts closed west of the river and during
D-2 and D=1 the division suoply sectiod dfew ammunition and loaded 42 3/L ton
weadons carriers whith were t® be used as artillery prime movers, Arrangements
were made to send an ASP reconnaissance party across the river with the. early )
elements to select. 51tes for the ASP east of the river, R

ki a N
FRRERY S

' Operation - s n . - ) |
D~-Day - the time of loadlng oersonnel ori DUKW's was coordlnated:wlth the

British Officer cperating the DUEW!'s park and personnel were assembled there.
at 1200 for loading on short notice, At 1530 orders were received to mqgve out
the first allotment of DUKW's, The Division Ordnance Officer accomuanled this
detail, - The crossing was made without loss and the party arrived on. the east
bank at 1900, As the reconndissance party could not be located the Ordnance.
Officer reconnoitered for a sump site. _ThlS wag located and the ASP opened
east of the Rhine at 2230. . R .

DAl - The Division Ordnance Officer ‘located’ G4 at the Division cp at
0900 and learned that the serial resunply for D plus 1 had been cancelled.  This
made it imperative that ammunition be obtained as soon as possible and it was
decided to get a bridge priority and bring over the division trucks that had °
b een preloaded with ammunition, The Ordnance Officer departed for the west
bank at 1330, organized a convoy of approxlmately 100 trucks and returned-and
closed in the ASP at 0500 of D plus 2, . ,

D¥2 - The Division Ordnance Company completed crossing the river at 0700
and moved into the vicinity of Fluren. (A528541) where it was decided to remain
for 48 hours, The Division ammunition section immediately began clearing the
drop fields of ammunltlon. This was initially set along the roads so that: it
¢ould be 9icked up and taken to the ASP at a later time., Ammunition recovered
in this manner amounted to 56 tons of which 2 tons was unservicable out.of
the ordnance sunplies dropped, It 'should be noted that this is only a:- portion
of the ordnance sumplies recovered. There is no means of determining the '
amount of ordnance sunplies recovered and used by the line units that did not
clear through the division dump but it is believed that a very large per-
centage of the ordnance resupoly was so used, ) ,

Recommendations: - ‘ .

1., The complete- inSpectlon and- repair of armament and vehicles prior to -
an airborne operation is strongly recommended, The value of ‘such inspection
and repair was proven by the negligable amount of maintance and repair both by -
the land echelon and by the division during the operatlon.

2, Arrangements used on Operation VARSITY for ground supply by use of
DUKWs proved to be very necessary and satisfactroy.” However had ammunition
expenditures been very heavy it would not have been possible to‘Ssupport the
division and attached troops with the number of DUKWs available, and it would
have been imperative to supplement this either by provmdlng more DUKWs or by
subsequent resupply serials by air, .

3. That other supnly branehes such as cws and Englneer furnlsh personnel
for handling their own resupply. S ‘ :

3. QUARTERMASTER

14

Planning A | ' -
The Division Quartermaster Officer‘set up 2 daily’ alr resupply of gasoline )
and ratlons sufficient to care for the alr llft plus a margln of safety for loss,

: Provisions were made in the div1sion gllder 1ift for 2 QL Officers andljo
enlisted men with 3 £ ton trucks and trailers tovgo forward w1th the mission. .
of establishing a graves registration collecting point, 1aying out a’ “cemetary
forming evacuation parties and locating and assembling the aerial resupoly
of Quartermaster equlpment and supplies after: 1t reached the ground N
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Arrangements were made with Ninth Armw to set up a dump of concentrated
rations, gasoline and oil wost of tho Rhino River at Bonninshardt, Germany.
The stock in the dump was to be maintained at the levels proscribed by division.
The number of DUKNs and the numbor and priority of crossings was obtained from
the 12th Corps (Br)s Within tho division the numbor of DUKWS and priority of
orossings was sct up and agrced upon by Division G-4 and Division Quartermastcr
and Ordnance officer.

The following porsonnol were attachod and joinod the ground echolon west
of the Rhine Rivor: A graves registration platoon, with onc sorvico squad
attached and a servico platoon of 2 officers and -98 men, of which 40 were
attached to the Quartcrmaster Company &nd 60 to tho Ordnance Company.

Tho amount of gasolinec, oil and groasc each vchicle was to carry was
proscribed by the Division Quartormaster Officer. A4lso presoribed was the
clothing and equipment to bo takon and the number and type of rations each
individual unit and kitchen was to carry.

Arrangements worc made to have PX rations issued’ to the air 1ift in the
marshalling arcas and to tho sea tail 'in the concentration area. @Graves
rcgistration points werc locatod on tho wogt sido of the Rhine Rlvor for
future ovacuation. :

Roconnai ssanco parties wore assigned to ferry across the river with
oarly elcments to locate dumps from which the attached troops and later the
air 1ift could be supplied. The first supply DUKWs. loadod with gasoline and
attached service and graves rogistration porsonnol left the west bank of the
river D Day at 1530 and rcached thc east bank at approximately 1830, The
roconnaisgsance partics could not be locatcd and a hnstv roconnulssanco was
mado for e dump sito. : S

The Quartormastor air lift landed in tho proseribed, landing zone ond

. wero asscmbled by the company commonder with the cxception of onc glider

load which was lost due to cnomy action. Duc to cnomy action thc company
was unable to got through to the arca proviously assigned for dumps, col=-
lécting points and tho ccmectory until the following morning. This delayed
the beginning of Quartormastor activitiog by the airborne¢ personnel by esbout
24 hours.

| 'The DUKWs could not got through to the air 1ift the pight of D Day and
a hasty dump was ‘thorefore establlshod on the cast bank of the river.

D plus 1 = Contact with the air lift was made ~the mornlng of D plus l and .
a collecting point and cemetery was established, The D Day air resupply had.
apparently been successful and the D plus 1 aerial resupply mission was
cancelled. Rations werc sent across the river by DUKWVs and a convoy of

12 Qf trucks with gasoline and personnel and three weapons carriers of the
grayes registration platoon were brought across the bridge.

D plus 2 - The tactical situation had cleared considerably and #he bridges
across the Rhine were now completely laid out but no burials were to be

made until absolutely neocessary. The bodies had been collected and processed
and necessary records made. During the day the company moved to Wesel, Germany
and set up dumps and a collecting point there. More supplies came in by

DUKWa. Details gearched the battlefield for bodies. It wns subsequently -
learned that evacuation of the bodies would start on the following day (whlchv

it dld) and it was not necessary to perform temporary burlals.

Rocommendétlons.
It 1s believed that the systnm uged proved to be genorally satisfactory.
The supply persomnnel ghould be airlanded as near to the anticipated supply
installations as possible so that they will not be delayed by enemy act1v1ty '

- betweon their landing areas and the area of the installmtions.

Aerinl resupply subsequent to D Day was cancelled. It is not known
what percent of the D Day aerial resupply was usod because much of it was
collected by the line units, however, it is believed that a high percentage
of the supply was found and used by the line units without coming through
‘the quartermaster depot.




4. MEDICALL.

Planning.

After a careful map and aerlal photdgruph study a cleuring station site

wos picked in the wostern part of LZ "N" (203464)

A dry run was held .on all surgical tents and equipment and medioal .. ..
supplles and equipment were inspected to insure servicebility. :

Arrangomonts were ‘made for two General Surgical Teams, each conslstlng

of two officers and three men to be rttached to the division for thé operation.
These teams werc attached on D minus 1l. One Medical Liaison Officer was sent

to XVIII Abn Corps and two DDUS were sont to the XII Corps (Br).

Plans for the cvacuation of patients by glider wefe Tele with Tr%dﬁ*"‘“ T

Carrier Command but non were used during the operutlon.

Organic ambulance s of the 224th Abn M[od Co were giyeh high priorigy in

the river crossing plans. It was planned to establish the division clearing

station immediately and hold sll patients there until such time as the organic:

ambulances could join the airborne wvlements., At such time pdtients would be
evacuated to a holding unit on the east bank of the Rhine River. This hold-.
ing unit wag to be furnished by Ninth Army. Patients would then be evacuated

across the river initially by DUXWVs and later, when possible, by use of brldges.

Ambulanges and porsonnel wore dispatched to the west bank of the river and
arrangements were completed with Ninth Army for the necessary holding person-
nel as well as DUKWs and pr10r1t1os for the medical vehicles and personncl
to oross tha river. ,
The Dlvislon Medlcal Companr attached one officer and three anlisted men
to each Regimental CT. Bach officer was furnished a 4 ton truck. All of
these linison temns were glider landed with the 194th CTe In addition, two
enlxsted men jumped w1th the 513th CT as liaison men. ’

The equipment and personnel of the D1v151on Mbdioal Company. the Division -

Surgeons Office and attechments were loaded in 53 CG4A gliders. 25 gliders:
carried % tom trucks, 26 carried trailors and equipment and 2 carried medical
equipment only. Personnel in the airborne lift included 30 officers and 270
enlisted men from the Divigion Medisal Company, Division Surgeéns Office,
attached surgical teams and the Division Chaplaine. Two medical officers and
three enlisted men were assigned to land echelon and one medical officer and
3 men remained at the bese camp. :

® . L L " . [ R
Supply. ' a L

ormal medical supplles wero carricd in combat loads. 1In addition all "
gliders carried one litter and two blankets as extra supply. All airborne

personnel were furnished with packet, first aid parachute; Carlisle Dressing, -—--
Sulfadiazine wound tablets, by medical company on D minus 2 at the marshalling

areas, _ : S

Operation. ' . e
The medical sericl landed in DZ "W" at 1225, This was the same landing
zone at which the Engineer Battalion and Division Headyuarters and Special

Troop units landed and was the lest serial into that landing zons. Tho modical

glidere were not merked with red crosses or other identifying markings. The

medical gliders wero taken under fire from flak and small arms from the Rhine -

River.to the landing zonos. The landing area had not been cleared when the

medical serial landed, resulting in heavy lossos in medical personnel. Losses

included fwo officers killed and one wounded and one enlisted man missing
out of one of the surgical teams. Approximately one hour after landing the
clearing station was set up in the preselected position and casualties were
immediately received. Mombers of the remainlng surglcal ‘teams procecded to
operate on" the must gerious cases. : :
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The total number of casualtie# treated during the day was 394, ineluding
117 seriously wounded, 175 slightly wounded and 33 injuries, The following
major surgery was performed: Suckipg wounds - 73 compound fractures - 8;
_abdominal cases - 6; moxillo facial - 2. .
- The ambulances had not been ab}e to get through to the clearlng station
* and no evacuation was possible ofi DvDayi

P

¥ - - German orisoners were brought to the clearing station to act as litter =
.- bearers and to dig foxholes and litter trenches for patients, German medical
- personnel were given medical supnlies and emnloyed to treat their own wounded.

o Due to landing on fields that had not bben cleared the division medical
serial suffered the fcllowing casualties; KIA - 3 officers - 11 men; MIA -
2 enlisted meny; WIA - 3 c¢fficers - 23 enlisted men and injured -~ 2 officers -
2 enlisted men., The division medical serial lost 2 1/4 ton trucks and 4 trailers
destroyed by fire on the landing zones, )

DAl « The ambulances were ferried across the river late on D-Day and were
met on the east bank of the river at 0800 of D{l, They were immediately led to
the clearing station through some sniper fire and evacuation from the clearing
station to the holding unit on the east bank of the Rhine began at 0900,

. During the day the clearing station received 270 casualties consisting of )
163 lightly wounded, 53 seriously wounded, 21 injuries and 2 diseases, The
evacuation of casualties was progressing very satisfactorily. o

D{2 - The division was displacing eastward and a holding unzt from an anny
clearing company moved up to care for the non-transportable cases in the station,
* One platoon of the Division Medical Company then set up a station north of Wesel
at 1300. A total of 210 wounded PW'!'s were evacuated by ambulances, trucks and -
. DUKWt!s, Captured German vehicles were utilized to evacuate some of the wounded.
Total casualties for the day were 351 broken Hown into 208 lightly wounded,
79 seriously wounded, 30 injured and 11 disease cases, 22 of the cases were
allied and one enemy, More ambulances were received on the following day when
ambulances from an army ambulance company and an army collectlng company Joined
the airborne elements,

Recommendations
1., It is believed that the esmployment of the Medical Company in operatxon
PVARSITY" was sound and that it proved satisfactory. )
2. The high casualty rate suffered by the medical company might have been '
reduced by a later landing or a landing in a field prev1ously cleared by an -
infantry regiment. o
3. The advisability of displaying the Genewa Red Cross on equipment and .
gliders should be decided. =

5. Engineer

Battalion air 1ift personnel located at marshalling area at field A-50,
- Personnel departed for gliders 0645. Troops in high spirits, Personnel in
" gliders 0745, Tow planes and gliders began taking off 0819, continued until.
0910, Battalion consisted of two serials; first consisted of seven of nine -
Battalion-headquarters gliders, twenty gliders of Company C and ten gliders of
* Company A, twenty gliders of Company B, ‘Serials were seven-minutes apart, Flight
from A-50 was very rough, but uneventful, First serial after crossing the Rhine
River encountered heavy anti-aireraft fire, Landings on LZ N began at 241200,
. Immediate contact was made with the enemy, Second serial also encountered heavy -
anti-aircraft fire, began landing Scven minutes behind .first serial., Landings ot
.'both serials were in general on the correct LZ's although widely dlspersed.

.

-

Mission of the Engineer Battalion was to clear and defend LZ N from armoured

- attack from the-North. Since LZ N was along the North flank of the 513th Parachute - -
. Infantry sector, the engineer battalion was inltlally attached to them for closer
) coordination for defense of area. . A .
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Engineer plan was to land in d#d separate LZ's within 1LZ N; These LZ's
were designated as LZ 1 and LZ 2, The first serial was to land in LZ 1,
the second serial in LZ 2. Companies were to clear area by moving along
predesignated routes and take up positions at the North or Northeast. The
plan, in case of any attack from the North or Northeast which the battalioh . .
would be unable to stoo, was to use left limiting point of battalion sector
as a hinge point and swing back to the West to the railroad, to hold there
at all costs, -,

Because of wide dispersal of gliders upon landing, assembly was by
small groups of one or two squad size. These gronms moved to their assembly
areas along oredesignated routes, Souad leaders and platoon leaders were
extremely aggressive using what men they could immediately gather and move
on towards their objzctives and assembly areas,

Comnany "A", having landed in two separate LZ's, had tde most difficult
assembly problem;, Gompany A was assigned mission of clearing Southern vart of
LZ N and was to protect Battalion CP and remain in reserve vosition in that -
area, While still in the air, flak shattered the arm of the CO of Company A,
and CO first platoon, ridirg with-the CO, immediately took. charge, Company A
under the direction of its new CO, assembled at location predesignated for the
Battalion CP, cleared and sct up defense of area., Company A, while assembling
encountered small strongpoints and snipers which they neutralized and captured
85 PW'S‘ . ' .

Company B landed in L% 2, contacted enemy immediately, Gliders of Co B
+ were landed in close platoon patterns allowing assembly by platoons to be more
readily accamplished., Tha platoons moved out along predesignated rottes to
clear Co B!'s sector of LZ N and set up defensive positions, While clearing
area, platoons became engrged By strongpoints, set up in houses and barns,
These strong-points were eompletely neutralized with grenades and small arms
fire, and prisoners captured, -First platoon, Co B and Co headquarters capt-
ured a battery of -05mm " witzers with ammunition, transportation and personnel,
This battery had been set up in a farmhouse with-its transportation and ammun-
ition, three half-tracks, three 1 1/2 ton trucks, one sedan, one land car, two

volkswagons, two m-torey:les. Co B's estimate at this time was 20 enemy killed -

95 PW!'s captured. Loter in the day, one platoon of Battery C, 155 AA Bn att-
ached 513th Prcht Irf, took up positions in and around Co B's sector, and fire
plans were coordianted hetween these two units, , -

Company C landed it LZ 1, contacted enemy immediately, Co C had the only
glider destroyed while 4n flight, This glider loaded with demolitions, re-
ceived a direct hit fram anti-aircraft fire and exploded in mid-air, Gliders
were so widely dispersad that assembly was by squads. Movement to assembly
areas took place in small groups, Co C had cleared its sector of LZ N and
assembled in its nrededignated »osition by 1700. At this time 18 enemy
killed, 75 captured, '

One of the two gliders carrying the Battalion medical nersonnel landed
immediately adjacent t& a German house sheltering forty German soldiers, This
glider received terrifi¢ small arms fire and a direct-hit from mortar fire,
The medical officer and staff sergeant ezcaped unhyrt, but their driver was
killed and burned with the glider. Along with the glider, the medical jeep~
ambulance and a great share of battalion medical supplies were birrned, With
equipment from the other medical glider, the battalion surgeon set up &n aid
‘station and immediately began treating casualties.

Battalion CP was ebtablished at 1630 in building previously selected
from an aerial photo, Co's had all accomplished initial mission and were in
defensive positions at 241730,° Counter-attack plans which had been drawn
up days prior to the opgration, were rechecked, Wire parties were busy laying
wire to all companies and to the 513th Parachute Infantry CP, Radio contact
was established as a precautionary measure in case of wire failure or sabotage

~A
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© At 2300, Co B reported an enemy force estimated at platoon and a half
strength in their vicinity and heading towards left of battalion sector. At
2315, Co B was attacked by this some force. Machine gunners immediately in
the path of the advancing enemy held their fire as the Germans moved across
the moonlighted patch of open groundi When the lead scout was only fifteen
yards away, the machine gunner and aoll the plaoon opened up on the enemy
forcei Thoge enemy nov hit continued advahcing in fanatical fashion until-
gseveral white phosphorous grenades fell in their midst. The few still stand=
ing broke and ran for the woodse Enemy killed 15, wounded 23, captured 30.
Our casualties none,

Co A, outposting Battelion CP captured prisoners constantly throughout
the night. 8Small pocke’ss of tho enemy, trying to get back to their lines
kept running into Co A'a outposts. Up until 242400 March, Co A captured 30
more Germans.

Co C reported all quiet in their wvieinity up until 242400 March.

Totals for tho day showad as follows:
For the 139th Alrborne Engincer Battalion:

7 KIA
14 gva
1 gWa
3 MIA
For the enemy:
63 Killed -
23 Wounded

315 Captured
12 Enemy wehicles captured
Results of glider landings:

Out of 69 gliders landing on LZ "N" end 5 on LZ's

1 Loaded with demolitions exploded in air

3 Were destroyed by enemy action after landing

3 Craghed landed and loads were logt

15 Crash landed bHut loads were sgecure

Remainder of gliders landed intect with loads sgecure -

.~ e
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D plus 1 ~ At 0130, Co C reported in to Battalion CP that they were receiving
light counter-attacks by group estimated at two squads. Attack was success-
fully repulsed with 6 enemy killed and 15 captured. Our casualties, none.

4t 0230, Co B reported by radio that their wire had been out. A wire
team was dispatched from the compeny and at 0330 phone communications were
again established.

Co A outposts continued to bring in prisoners from groups trying to
infiltrate through our lines back to their own. A PV stockade was set up
near Battalion CP and every time a sizeable number accumulated they were
delivered to the 513th Parachute Infentry Regiment PiE.

All companies continued to hold their defensive positions until around
250900 lfarch, when Co 4 was ordered to send two platoons to collect bundles and
unclaimed glider loads from LZ "N" and establish a dump of this material near
Battalion CP

One squd of €o 4 Was dispatc¢hed to Divigion CP to rcpalr road in that
vicinity.

One platoon of Co C was ordered on mission of collecting bundles and
glider loads along with Co A.

Two platoons of Co C and all of Co B remained in defensive positions&

Co B assigned their mechanics the task of getting cuptured vehicles in
working order.

411 companies collected friendly and enemy dead and evacuated them to
the collecting pointe. o

In ccnclusion, it should be remembered that the 139th Airborne Engineer
Battalion were the initial forces to land in this LZ. Ono of the missions of
the Engincers was to clear this field in order that othsr gliders might land
in comparative safety. For sevoral hours the Engineers were pluced under
heavy enemy fire. Every house, patch of wcods and haysteck had been fortified
by the Germans. This area wus cleared rapidly end with amazing agressiveness

on the part of the troops. The officers and men of this organization advanced

upon houses (approaches offered little cover) and were forced to use grenades
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to clear the houses, Instances of hand to hand combat between our forces and
those of the enemy occurred, We are wery proud of the courage and devotion to -
duty shown by our troops during this trying time. , e

6. AGO, .

Planning

During this phase of the oweration the Division Adjutant General's Office
conducted: schools for Adjutants and Personnel Adjutants in Battle Casualty
Reporting, and assisted in conducting unit schools for company commanders,
first sergeants and other key non-commissioned officers., Printed morning
report data forms and rosters were distributed. Mimeogranhed forms for battle-
field oromoticns, awards, re-classification of officers, and oersonnel rosters
were given units to facilitate administration »nroceedures, Conferences were
held with the Division Surgeon and Division Quartemmaster to insure Tooweration
in the submission of Medical R.norts and Burial Renorts, In addition, the
Division Adjutant General and the Assistant Adjutant General in charge of battle
casualty reporting made a trip to Ninth Army Headquarters, to which this Div-
ision was attached for administration for the operation, to insure that Ninth
Army Administration proeeedures were thoroughly understood,

Marshalling Area

While at the marshalling area, the field control officers were instructed
to collect morning report data forms and turn them into the F,eld Coptrol Offi-
cer, The Field Control Officer was fio turn them into an Assistant A jutant
General at the Base at Chalons, France, who in turn was to forward tfem to the
rear echelon for consolidation. in the morning reports, This was only partially
successful, The Adjutant Genéral's Office proceeded overland with the rear
echelon to Sonnes, Belguim on 21 March 1945, and to Issum, Germany on 24 March,

Operations

An officer from the Adjutant Generall's Office, and one sergeant were sent
into the operation by glider., They had no transportation and carried only a
few blank forms with them, Their mission was to collect morning report data
forms, and to return them to the Adjutant General of the rear echelon by any
means available until messenger service could be established., They were to be
augmented as soon as traffic acress the Rhine permitted by-one warrant officer
and thfee enlisted men with two 1/4 tontrucks and trailers, thus forming a
complete administzative section at the forward CP. This was not accomplished
during this ohase, Due to the nature of the operation, few morning report data
forms were collected during this neriod the first being due at 1300 D1, to be
carried to the forward CP by liaison officers. On D41 the units were moving so
fast and were so heavily engaged that the system was not functioning on D{2 as
smoothly as it did one or two days later,

v

Conclusions

The adminstrative proceedures as developed and nut into »nractice, with the
excention of the collection ot morning report data forms at the departure fields .
nroved to be sound and effective, Very little adjusting was-necessary at any
time during the operation. As was anticipated by this office, few morning ¥e-
port data forms bearing battle casuslties-were collected uhtil D{3, and after- .
wards, This was caused by rapid movement, heavy fighting, and lack of tzan-
sportation for the officer from the Adjutant General's Office,

12

Recommendations

a, That a conference be held with all field control officers prior to an
“airborne operation, and a definite understanding r eached as to collection and
disposition of morning report data forms, i

b. That unless transport~tion be sent in with the Airborne Adminstazmative
Personnel, that the Division G-1 handle collection of morning report data forms
and other administration until the forward Adjutant General's Section can be
sent up overland, : : .




7. SPECIAL SERVICE

Planning

The responsibility of providing recreational facilities in the marshnlling
areas outside the Division Area was d-legated to each Com Z section in which
the particular field was located, namely Normandy Base Section and Seine Sectior
The division was responsible to orovide only these facilities and-~ersonnel at
Oise Base Fieclds. -Each marshalling area was to have movies daily, day rooms
with radios, games, bO‘kS, etc,, one for officers and one for enlisted men.
Athletic equlomnqt _or various gmmes was to be ﬂlaced in the area forty-eight

completed for use ai thot blmc. Stors qnd Strloes were to be delivered daily
to the troops and grabutious exchange rations issued twenty-four hours before
D-Day. This planuing wos initiated through command channels and carried out
through the varicus bnee sectiecn Swecial Service Officers, The general-»lan
was procured through talki.rg with the Oise Base Soecial Service Officer, and
based on his past expecience, he recommended the proceedurs explained above,
The procedure was carried cut-~the various-Base Section Special Serivce Offi-
cers serviced the fields cutside Oise Base, and the division serviced the
Oise Base fields with nersornel and both the division and Oise Base orovided
recreational equipment,

Marshalling

Upon arrival at the fields, the men had the follow1ng facilities available
at Oise Base fields:

Movies in a movie tent seating 500 men, . Movies were held as often as the
Commanding Officer desired, Latest movies that'had never been ssen.by the men
were shown, : ’ :

Athletic equlpment--soccor, volleyball, softball, horseshoes, and foote"
balls were available in quantities that any man could play games if he so des—~
ired, Courts were complcted and ready for use-when the men arrived, ‘

Two dayrooms were set up--both had radios, victrola and the latest records,
and the latest reading material, Stationery, both V-mail and.other, was avail-
able for writing letters, Mail was censored by Unit Officers and turned over
to. the Camp CIC,

Loud speakers were set up in all mess halls and music was alayed and news
broadcasts made during meal hours and whenever troons desired the service,

Operation

Conclusion and Recommendation

a, The Oise Base fields had adequate recreational facilities, movies,
athletic equipment and nlaying areas, reading material, day rooms, and delivery
of Stars and Strines daily, Whether this to>k nlace at the other fields w-s
impossible to determine, since the fields were too far apart to be personnaly
checked, This check would have to be done by plane,

b, It is recommended that the Division Special Service Officer be informe
ed of such an operation in time to visit each Base Section Special Service Offi-
cer and check eabh of the areas and each Base Section Special Service Officer's
plan for recreational aetivities while the men are in the marshalling area,
Also provision should be made for the Division Special Service Officer to check
each field at least 24 hours before the men arrive and to make sure that all.
equipment and personnel available for the operation are properly set up and the
plan for recreation at each field as originally planned is being carried out,

8, ¥ROVOST MARSHAL

For a number of days prier to the actual alerting of the division inspect-
“ions were made of both company and individual equinment to determine shortages
which were promptly sup»nlied, Vehicles were checked and rechecked to insure
_proper-working order, Prior to the departure of the division from Chalons,
France, the airborne group, which was held in readiness for some time, left for
the marshalling areas where they were briefed on the coming D-Day, Maps which
were issued were arranged and olaced in order,
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On 22 March 1945, that payt of tHe Division which remsined left Chalons by
motor convoys, which were préceded by !MP motorcycles and jeep teams whose functio
-it was to control traffic at intersections of highways and through busy towns.

The nlght of 22 Imrch was spent at Sonnis, Belgium, where the MP tecms were
“on duty throughout the night handling and parking the convoys as they came 1nto
the area.

' On the morning of 23 March 1945 convoys were again on the road and headed
forward toward Issum, Germany, and here aguain the MP teams functioned as traffic
control and as guides. On arrival at IssuTsthe Division CP set up and the sec-
urity section of <the plaocon took over the task of providing adequate security
for the CP. ‘

At approximately 0830, 24 March 1945, D Dedy, the Division Provost Marshal
and a small detachmexnt of enlisted men moved forward from Igsum towards the Rhine
River, crossing it in "3uffalos" provided by the British and on the east bank of
the river set up a dispersal point for the vehicles which were to follow. -

The Military Police which were included in the airborne element, upon landir
in the predesignated creas operated ag infantry until such & time as the Divisior -
CP and the PWE could be put into operation whereupon the usual Military Police .
duties were carried on. The PW section handled 693 Prisoners of War during the
first 24 hour period. '

The overlend element crossed the river in convoy consisting of several jeep
teams and immediatcly on arrival et the east bank dispersal point began the task
of patrolling, checking and marking the roeds leading to the airborne areas.
Every o¢ffort was made to expediate the forward movement of vehicles to their
respective units. oo

Recommendations:
It is believed that the proposed plan for operation "VARSITY" was sound
and proved satisfactory.

9. MILITARY GOVERNMENT,

Planning.

Planning for the operation "VARSITY" took on two aspects: First, there was
the problem of what portion, if any, of the Military Govermment section would go
into the operation airborne and what portion landborne and second, the planning
of actunl Militery Government operations after the section arrived in the battle
area, reogardless of how it was transported.

With reference to the first aspect, the initial thought was that there
would probably be a very small number of civilians, including displanced persons
of Allied nationality, in the area of the airborne operation when the landing wasg
to take place. No actual intelligence figures were available on what might be
expecoted, but provious reports had indicated that the enemy had followed the
practice of evacuating civilians as he withdrew. For this reason the first plan
drawn was to the effect that none of the personnel of the section would go into
the operation airborne, but would join the Division after it had been linked up
with ground troops. This was based, primarily, on the shortage of space in
gliders agsigned to Division Headquarters. This plan was changed later, however,
to provide for the chief of the section to go into the operation by glider,
without motor transportation, and for one Regimental Officer to jump in with the
507th Parachute Infantry Regiment, The balonce of the section; with all the
transportation, was to join the Division by land &s soon as possible after the
landing, probably by DF2.

With referenco to the second aspect of planning, it was apparently necessar;
that the major portion of the anctual contact with civilians would be done by the
troops themselves so it was necessary to put out instructions to the units in the
form of e Military Government Linnex to the /dministrative Order. This provided i
the issuance to troops of spearhead notices written in German which directed all
civilians to stay inside their houses until further orders. No plun wuas made to
evacunte civilians from the combat zone. The annex also defined the manner in
which civilians were to be treated and defined those civilisns who constitute law
ful belligerents. It also defined the type of records which were to be seized an
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what'type of stores and warehouses were to be gu&rded} It further outlined
billeting procedure for troops. ‘ - -

The plan providef for posting of Allied Miiitary Government Proclamation No.

1 in all settlements and towns, but did not provide for posting of other Military-

Government Ordinances and notices during the combat phase because of an inability
to enforce them. It waos not planned that any elaborate Military Government Syste
would be established, but rather that emergency actions would be taken to elim=
inate, insofar as possible, civilien interference with military operations.

No particular plan was made for handling Displaced Persons other than to
attempt to keep them in place wherever they were found and then direct them to a
DP camp which was to be sct up in Wesel by British DP Detachment on D/? or D/B.

The plan further provided for furnishing a Military Government Liaison Off-
icer to serve as liaiscn between the 24 British Army and the XVIII Airborne Corps
(US)e This officer was sent to the 2d Army several days before the operation.

The 6th British Airbornc Division had no Military Government Officer and
XVIII Corps ordered that one be furnished by this division for the operation,
the officer to be returned to us when XVIII Corps was to be withdrawn from the
operation. This officer, with transportation, was furnished several days before
the operation. The plan provided that he would serve as Military Government
liaison between the two divisions as well as to carry out Military Government
work for the 6th British Division.

Generally speaking, all plans of the section were coordinated with the CIC
due to the close relationship of activity between the two. '
' T
Marshalling. ' o
The landborne element of the section proceeded to the land marshalling area
with the other landbornc elements of Division Headquarters.

In the air marshelling sreas the three (3) officers accompanying the air=
borne elements of the division made a thorough study of the terrain on which the
operation was to take place and received briefing instructions on the tactical
aspects of the operations During this time a more thorough study was made of
the possible civil population that might be expected to remain in the area, thus
permitting a crystallization of plans of action that would be taken once they
arrived in the LZ and DZ. '

Operation. '

T The three (3) officers of the section who were airborne made safe landings
and proceeded to their respective CP's with the usual amount of enemy opposition,
Spearheads handbills were posted and passed out to any civilians seen on the
roads or outside their houses. Ifost of the first day was spent in getting to
the CP.  In the 507th Regimental area and the 194th Regimental area collecting
points for DP's were ecstablished on D Day and severcl hundred DP's and German
civilians werce collected and held over night. On DAl the CIC screened these
people and the German civilians were sent to their homes. The DP's were moved
to a collecting point near Wesel, from where they were later taken into Wesel
and turned over to the British MG Detachment for processing. The German civi-
lians, as a whole, werc very orderly and offered very little trouble. There were
however, many more remaining in the area than had been anticipated. It was
apparent that the enemy was unable to evacuate civilians to the rear. Conduct

of DP collecting points continued for the remainder of the operation and cvery
effort was made to return these people to the farms and camps from which they
had come. One of the greatest handicaps to our attempts to pass out information
to them was the language difference. Many of them were unsble to read our hand-
bills which were written in German.

Early on D/i, one jeep with a driver, interpreter and clerk from the land~
borne element of the section reported to Division Headquarters. This transport=-
ation enabled the chief of the section to coordinate and supervise the Military
Government activities in the division area.

e
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Conclusions and recommendations

Some weaknesses existed in the initial plans of operation which hampered
the actual fulfillment of the Military Government mission, The greatest of
“.these was the shortage of Military Government personnel and transportation
in the combat zone, The regimental officers were handicapped considerably
in their moving around and consequeritly were not able to accomplish all the
desired results., It was necessary for them to depend on other units, who
were also very busy, to provide interpreters and transportation, It is re~
cormended, therefore, that in future operations of this nature, organic
transportation and interpreters personnel be moved in by glider to supply
the minimum requirements. ‘

A further recommendation would-be that handbills, to be distributed to
civilians for initial instructions, be printed in as many languages as re-
quired., This appears to be the simplest and most satisfactory means of
disseminating Military Government orders to civilians during the early com=
bat phase, The plan to have troops themselves pass out the handbills did
not materialize satisfactorily, The exact reason is not known but it-is be-
lieved that a lack of ap-reciation on the part of the soldier of the value
to the soldier that would result by passing out the handbills, caused him
to take a disinterested attitude, It is suggested that on future operations
special men from each combat company be designated for the specific job of
posting and passing out to civilians these snearhead handbills, Military -
Government »nersonnel will never be adequate to do this job initially.

‘During the first days of an oberation such as "Varsity", very little, if
.any, of the specialized work of Military Government can be accomplished. By
this is meant the establishment of civil government, etc, The primary mission
then, would resolve itself into whatever action c¢an be taken by Military
Government personnel to prevent interference by civilians with military
operations, This involves as rigid control over civilians as can be exer-
cised, It 'is believed that Military Government activity in an airborne oper—
ation on enemy soil should be given a relatively high priority and that com-

- bat troop cooperation should be strongly encouraged, :

10, POSTAL

Planning

Mail deliveries were planned to cease upon the movement of a unit from the
division area, Mail was to be held at th¢ base at Chalons until delivery was
possible after the operation. Preparation of mail for delivery was made at the
base at Chalons, FEach unit left a mail clerk at the base post office who assist
ed in sorting the mail and tying it in company or battery bundles, Then each
units mail was put in separate sacks for ease of distribution at the ratioen
distribution point, For delivery after the operation, the division plane. (c=47)
was scheduled to make a daily flight with Class I mail to a forward field near
Venlo, There it would be picked up by a truck from the Division QM Company
and taken to the ration dump where it would be distributed with the rations,

It was estimated that one plane per day would carry all the Class I mail,

Marshalling

No mail was delivered to units in the marshalling area. Provision were
made by the S0S for mailing outgoing mail which was delivered to them prop- .
erly censored, It was held by the SOS until the operation, then released.

-

‘Operation

At the termination of Varsity (D£2), no mail had been delivered due to
the fact that the division plane was on another mission. However, mail was
delivered two days later and regular schedule maintained thereafter,
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Conclusions and Recommendations

‘A regular mail delivery service for an airborne operation is feasable and
can be operated on a regular schedule subject to weather conditions. One
plane per day for Class I mail for a division is adequate,

It is recommended that this system be continued, at least for initial
phases of the operation, It is also recommended that a plane or planes be
set up with Troop Carrier Command so that the division plane is available
for special missicns,

11, AIR COOPERATICN,

Planning

Air coordination planning for Operation "Varsity" was influenced by the
fact that the air cocrdinaticn would be supplied by the Second,Tac Air Force
(Br)., It was decided that the air power could best be controlled by use of
British Air Liaison organization. Experiences of Operation "Market" in which
a similar situation existed also supported this decision,

Three British "Tenacle" teams, composed of three enlisted men per team
and commanded by two British Air Liaison Officers were atteched to the division
two weeks before the ooecration. These men were given glider training and loads
arranged-to transport the personnel and equiopment in the glider serials, In
addition, a ground controller team from the RAF was to land with the 6th Abn
Div (Br) and to make their way to the 17th Abn CP after the landing. - This
ground controller team was composed of two flying officers of the RAF, three
enlisted men and their equpment,

€onferences on Oneration "Varsity" were held with the ground controller
team, the tanacles and the air Staff of the division prior to departure for
the marshalllng areas,

Two of the division VHF radio sets were crystalized on TAF channels as a
precautionary measure. Crystals of the 29th TAC (US) were secured as it was
contemplated that the-division would come under US Ninth Army in the latter
days of the operation, and our air power would then be supolied by the AAF,

- Three Officers of the division air ground section were to come in by glider
with the division Headquarters, Two enlisted men, two £ ton trucks. equipped
with radios and one % ton trailer with an SCR 624 were included in the glider
,echelon, The remainder of the air liaison section was included in the ground
echelon, :

Operation
Manv preparatory missions were flown in coordination with Operation
"Var31ty" These included bombing of nearby air strips, roads etc. These

missions were flown by tactical and strategic units and were not part of the
air liaison section planning.

" The air coordination was carried out as originally planned, Fighter air- ~
craft of the RAF.made air strikes on D-day beyond the bomb line. The British
tenacles went into the operation early on Df1, controlling the air power through
a rear flight control. One British tenacle officer and two tenacle teams
were lost with all of their equipment during the operation,

During the afternoon on D£1 the ground controller team that had come in
with the 6th Abn Div (Br) made their way to the division CP and went into op-
eration controlling the aircraft directly, ,

During the omeration the RAF gave excellent cooperation to the division,
For the most part, rocket firing Tempests were used ahead of our trooos.
The TAC R reports given by the RAF were also excellent., On the whole, air
coordination during the operation was superior, Strikes were delivered in
some instances less than ten minuted after the requests were radioed in,
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Recommendations

It is believed that the air coordination planning for Operation "Varsity

" - was sound and the performance satisfactory.

Reserve personnel and equipment, particularly radio equipment was taken
ane proved necessary due to casualties from enemy action and malfunction-
ing of equipment,

12, ANTIAIRCRAFT,

Planning

Division orders erployed the battalion as follows with shown missions:

a, Battery MA" auup<hed to the 50'7th Infantry to provide ground defense
for that unit., (Anti-tark}

b, Battery "B aitacnad to the 194th Infantry, same mission,

¢, Battery "C" atuached to the 513th Infantry, same mission.

d. Battery "E" sttached to the 194th Infantry with the mission of giving
them 50 cal MG fire support on any missions given them by the regiment,

e, Batteries "D" and "F" to come overland and join later,

f, Battalion Headquarters and Medics to go in with division by air,

The battalion was allocated 84 gliders, these gliders took off from 3
separate'fields and landed on two, i,e LZ "N" and LZ "S", Battalion Head-
quarters, ledical Detachment, 3 AT Batteries and one MG battery came in by
air; the rest by land. eyt

Approximately 10 days before take-off the battalion received two (2) 75mm
recoilless rifles with ammunition, In this short time crews were trained for
. the rifles and they replaced two 6 pdrs, Batteries "B" and "C" each had one
rifle, This was to be the first combat test for these weapons, They were
mounted on a standard MG tripod which was in turn mounted in the rear of a
+ jeep, 20 rounds of ammunition, HE and HE AT mixed were taken in the jeep
along with a 4 man crew, By merely loosening a turnbuckle the gun and mount
could be dismounted and carried by hand. In effect this was a fast, hard
hitting airborne self-propelled 75mm rifle, capable of giving instantaneous
fire support to attacking or defending infantry. '

Moving to marshalling areas, briefing and taking off were all according
to schedule,

Operation

The majority of the gliders landed in the vicinity of their chosen areas.
Two gliders complete were lost, By 1600 Batteries "B", "C" and "E" had .
assembled joined their units and were in position, Battery "A" was not able
to join the 507th until the following morning. All units engaged the enemy
at sometime or another and took quite a few prisoners, On the night of D-day
Battery "E" successfully repelled a German counterattack and 1nf11cted

heavy casualties,

On DAL Batteries "D" and "F" joined the battalion,

Recommendations

The Abn AA Bn is in effect the division heavy weapons battalion and should
be used as such, It has enormous fire power and this should be exploited to
its fall, '

The 75mm recoilless rifle is far superior to either the 6 odr or 57mm guns.

It is believed that is should be used to replace the.latter entlrely in the
Adn division.
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MAPS: GSGS LLLh;- sheets 4203, 4303, 4403, 420L, 430L, auoa, uzos, 4305, LLOS;
scale 1:25,000,

1, a, Int Annex #1 dtd 10 ki reh 1945 and Change #1 dtd 16 Yareh l9h5.

b, (1) 15 Div (Br) a part of XII Corps (Br) will commence assault érossings
of the RHIME R in the vic of HSEL at H-Hour, D~Day.

(2) XVIII Corps (Abn) consisting of 6 Br ibn Div and 17 US Abn Div will
drop in the “ESEL area at P-Hour, D-Day to assist the assault Cross-—
ings of 15 Div (Br), :

(3) 1st Comrando Brig (Br) will cross RHINE R N of JESEL at H~4 Hours,
D-1 Day and eapture -/ESEL,

(4) MINTH AIR FORCE will accomnany the 17 US Abn Div air 1lift £o 1EBSE
SECOND TAF will accompany US air 1ift to DZ's and LZ's and contlnue
to work in coooeratlon with 17 US Abn Dlv.

(5) IX TCC will transport oarachute troops, glider trooos and equipment
of the 17 Abn Div and will effect air resupply to the 17 Abn Div.

" 2, 17 US ABN DIV will dron at P-Hour, D-Dey; seize, clear and secure the div
area with »riority to the high ground just E of DIERECFORDT, and the bridges

. over the ISSEL R from (253&39) to (235458) (both incl); orotect the right (S)
flk of Corps: establish contsct with lst Com-ando Brig (Br) NE of "ESIL at
(to be announced), with 15 Div (Br) at (to be announced) and with 6 Br Abn
Div at (161456), (169462), (219477) and (196467),

Atchd (in land tail):
605 TD Bn, 3" (towed) (US)
" 771 Hed Tk Bn (US)
Co A, 3d Cml Bn (Mtz) 4.2 mortar (US)
387 AAA A7 Bn SP (US)
692 FA Bn 25 pdr (US)

3., a., 194 CT

‘Trooeps
194 Gli Inf
681 Gli FA Bn
Btry E 155 Ad Bn
Btry B 155 A ‘
Gli Pilots u37, L36 435, 439 Groups
(1) Seize and hold crossings over ISSEL R,
(2) Clear regt'l nortion of div area, ;
(3) De'urd line of ISSEL R *~d IS'EL CAYAL  4ith the minimum of nersonnel

(4) Maintain strong reserves to destroy any enemy oenetrations into
‘ regtfl area,

(5) Hold one (1) gli inf bn in res to be com-itted only on div order,
(6) Prevent enemy nenetrations into regt'l sector from S,

Page 1 of 4 Pages




VARSITY

Hq 17th Abn Div, 1PO 452 U. S, Ay, dtd 18 March 1955, FO #1, cont'd.
N Outpost positien. :
(8) Prevare vlans for movement to SE,

(9) JUNCTION POINTS:
Yith lst Cmdo Brig (Br) - to be announced.
With 513 CT - (223457)
~With 507 CT - (209449)

b, 507 CT

Troops
507 Prcht Inf
LEL Prcht FA Bn
Btry A 155 AA Bn

(1) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault croséings of 15 Div (Br),
(2) Clear regt!'l portion of div area,

(3) Prevent enemy venetrations into regt'l area.

(4) Assemble along E edge of woods unon junction with assault units,

(5) JUNCTION POINTS: S
With 194 CT - (209449) . ‘
With 513 CT - (RJ (182449) & (196453)

c. 52513 CT

Troops
513 Prcht Inf
466 Prcht EA Bn
B try C 155 AA Bn
139 Engr Bn -
Gli Pilots 440, 441, hh2 314 Groups,

(1) 3d Bn 513 Prcht Inf will nrevent any enemy crossings of ISSEL R in
regt!l area and occupy OPLR.

(2) 513 CT (-3d Bn)
(a) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br)
(b) Clear regt'l -ortion of div area.
(¢) Consolidate in eastern part of sector upon junction with

assault units,

-

(3) 513 CT CONTACT POINTS:

With 194 CT ~ (223457)
With é Abn Div (Br) - (161456) and (169462) and (219477) and

(196467}
With 507 CT - RJ (182449) and (196453)

d, 17 Abn Div Arty

Reinforcing: RA 53 (W) Div (Br)
81 Field Regt (25 prs)
83 Field Regt (25 prs)
133 Field Regt (25 nrs)
One Medium Regt (5.5 in. guns)

(1) 464 Prcht FA Bn - initially atchd to 507 Prcht Inf, Revert to div
control on div order and then to dir sun of 507 Prcht Inf,
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Hq 17th fon Div, APO 152, U, S. femy, €1 13 iarch 190, FO £, cort'd,

€.

f.

8e

Xe

(1)

(2)

(2) 466 Pront FA Br. - inttally othd ho 515 Froht Inf, Revert to div
control on div order and cren te dir sgp of 513 Preht inf,

(3) 681 Gli FA Bn - iriiially aschd vo 194 Gii Inf, Revert to div
control on div order snd taea to dir sup of 194 Gli Inf,

(4) 680 Gli FA Bn - gen sup,

{5) RA 53 (W) Div (Br) - gen sve, (133 Fiald Regt reing fires of 464
Prcht F4 3n; 83 Field Regh roinf fires of 466 Prcht FA Bn; 81 Field
Regt reinf fires of 681 G1i FA Bn,

155 AA Bn

(1) Btry B atchd 194 CT after landing,

(2) Btry A atchd 507 CT afber landing, = - -

(3) Btry C atchd 513 CT after landing,

(4) B try E atchd 194 CT after lﬂndlng.

(5) Btrys D and F - in land tqll will establish AA nrotection for Div CP,

(6) AT Btrys upon landing will go immediately to local defense positions
prep~red to repulse local armored.stks, After reconnaissance btrys.
will be moved to prearranged positions at which time they become
atchd to CT!'s,

139 Engr Bn

Atchd to 5§13 CT upon landing for the purpose of clearing LZ "N" and
establishing a defense against a possible breakthrough from the N,

Be prepardd on release from CT atchment -~

(a) To assist div in croesing ISSEL R and/or ISSEL CANAL,
(b) To clear roads and areas of mines and booby traps,
(¢) To keep open MSR,

1st Commando Brig (Br)

(2)

(1)

(1) Send Ln O to div and 194 CT upon arrival of gli elms,

(2) Be prepared to extend bridgehead to the E between 194 CT and
 LIPPE R, o

G11 Pilots

(1) Gli Pilots of Groups 435, a36 A37. and 439 atchd to 194 CT.
Gli pilots of Groups 440, 441, 442 and 314 atchd to F13 CT,
These pilots will be organized and equipped to assist in the defense
of div-area, Senior gli pilot will submit to div through CO of unit
to which-atchd a report on gli landings showing landing »nosition of
each gli, injuries and bupolies,left in gliders, Senior gli pilots
LZ "N" and 1Z “S" will assist abn trs in locating themselves on the
ground, Gli pilots Nllig'uard gliders to nrevent their destruction.
Senior gl ﬁﬁﬁb* TZ:iN* and LZ "3" will send liaison officers to
Div CP-as soon aftér landing as possible,
Gli pilots will be evacuated on div order at the earliest -ractical

moment to a rendezvous point on E bank of RHINE R,

One (1) Pathfinder team of one (1) officer and nine ($) enlisted
men each, will be carried in Serials A~l and A-5 to DZ "W" and
DZ "Xt respectlvely R
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Hq 17th Abn Div, APO 352, U, 3,
(2)

=

Loy . .o 16 M-

N

Lshs, X

Y ﬁL ,ont?du

Each individual wiil be iswcied a yellow selanoss triansie in the

marshalling area to be used for ground to »ro;ud ideptification on -

D-Day, z

.

(3)
(%)

(5)

British jump helmets ray be worn initially by 6 Br Abn Div personnel,
Red berets may »e worn by 6 Br Awn Div personnel for additional i

identifieation.

TANUHRS T

D-Day ~ tc be announced, .

H-Hour ~ time of assavit”cPossing of RHINE R by 15 Div (Br) (to be
anncunced,

P-H our - time of land of first airborne personnel (to be announced),

L, AIM O #1,
5 a, SOI Index l-1, Assault Edition,
b, CP's = 17th Abn Div (fwd) - vic of 209449
(rr ) = CR 099278
. 194 - to be reported,
507 - to be reported,
513 = to be renorted,
¢, See Sig Annex,
MILEY
CG
OFFICIAL: .
MESSINGER
G-3
ANNEXES: #1, Intelligence,
#2, Air Movement Table,
#3., Sigral.
#.. Artiliery. »
#5, L% & L7, e
" #6, Opns overlay,
DISTRIBUTION
1 -~ FAAA 19 - CG 37 - 513
2 ~ FAAA 20 -~ Asst CG 38 - 139
3 -~ 1IX 10C 2L - {0 of S 39 « 155
L - Secord Army (br) 23 - G-} LO ~ Div Arty .
5 ~ X111 Coroz (Abn) 28 - G2 L1 - Div Arty :
6 ~ XII Corps (Br) 2 - (-3 42 ~ Div Arty ©
7 - Oise B ase Szction 25 ~ &3 L3 ~ Div Arty . .
8 - 1st Br omd> Brig 26 - (-3 Li - Div Arty = -«
9 ~ 13 fbr Di¢ 27 - (33 L5 - Div Arty
10 - 8- Abh Div o PO L6 -~ Sp Trs Cmdr
11 - 201 ibn Divw 25 e 0y L7 ~ Ren Plat @ #
12 - 6 AOu Div (Pry 20 - Chizt In O 4% - QM Co
13 - X5 Div (B=) S Tiviarg L9 - Sazg Co
14 - 605 7D Fn 2. 8ie O 50 - Ord Co i
15 ~ 692 TA Dn 2% . PN 1 -~ if2d Co
16 = 771 YMed Tk Bn 2y e tad 52 . H5 Co -
17 - Co 4, 3d Sad Zr M) AR 53 - AJO & File °
18 ~ 387 AAA AW Py 30 - 7 5l -

Div Hisf{orian
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Operation “VARSITY"
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17 March 1945

!Airborne Unit
KO i include desig~-

[ORPRNEE

uetion of ser—

No.
Gli

(chalk)

of
ders

Take-~Qf T
Alrfield

1z

Gliders
Available
for

- as
da Gl
-

Equipment
Leoading
Conpieted
Boitra

Glidars
Ready :
for
topiand ng.

Emplaning
Completed

Time of
Takec=-
oft

Time of

{ Landing

Remarks

A-9

..._.«-.,......-..
D
g

R A !
[ IR S R

i

ol rierce, Cmdg
co B ()

H¢ o lst Bn
Regh dq Co.(-)
LT Ga (~) 194
Gli Tu? -
Lt Col gchorr,
Cmdg

A1D

A-11 AT Co (~)

3d Bn (-Hq Co
3d Bn (~)) 194
Gli Inf '

Maj Rowan, Cmdg

437

436

436

JURUR

36’)‘

4

B34

35~

44~72 w

T3=77

78~144

1
2-3

A-58 S

~80 |

43

Page 3 of 7 Pages

24 Hours prior to Take-0ff,

v ettt = amn e

12 Hours prior to Take-Off.

4 Hours prior to Take-~0ff.

1 B ur prior to Take Off,.

pi36

P/ 48

P £ 60

pA170

LS

g 1)

(-

p



'S .
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440 145 | 32) - [ 46-77 ; A-50 § N | Py P Po® :
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#  VARSITY | HQ 17TH ABN DIV

9 R I
* Auth CG l7th Abn DlV’*v* . APO 452, U, S, Army
# Init: " 17 March 1945,

3 Date: 18 March l9h5 3*
LA IR R I R N T

~ANNEX #3 to FIELD ORDER #1,

"L

2,

3

4.

- 5

SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS

Radio Communication:

a,

The following orders will be observed'

P

_ (1) Radio nets FD-1, FD-2, FD-3, FD—-L,, FD-5 and FD-6 will open on D-Day

at H-Hour or as soon as possible thercafter,

(2) A1l rédto nets w£1L opératélan 34 hour basis; Stations will not-
leave net withour permission of the net control station..

v

(3) For composition of radio nets see Annex No, 1, Radio Circuit Diagram,

(4) The division radio officer will designate time for change from
day to night frequency on Circuit FD-2, .

Wire Communication:

a,

b,

As soon as the situation permits, radio communication will be augmented
by the construction of field wire lines, The Divisién Signal Officer:
will decide which radio stations will close when good wire communication
is established,

A1l wire circuits will be tagged using existing wire tagging code,

Codes and Ciphers:

ae.

b.

Codes and Ciphers as published in Assault SOI will be the only systems
carried on the fly-in,

Code names for Slidex Cards will be extracted from current SO0I and
carried with the air 1lift.

Code Signs and Headquafters Address Code Signs:

8,

These will be issued for a fourteen day period, When D-D,y is known,

the code signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs will be retained for

a period D to D£2, The remainder will be destroyed before leaving the
ground, E,ch holder of these items of SOI must pay particular attention '
to this point,

Authentication:

a,

b,

The Playfair method of authentication as published in the Assault SOI
will be the only system used below division level,

Failure to authenticate must not be allowed to delay or stop the passing
of traffic on any net, When transmitting station cannot authenticate
message will betaken and plainly marked NOT AUTHENTICATED,

‘Security:

-

a,

b.

The absolute minimum of code sign extracts will be carried by individual
stations, :

Full divisional code sign extracts will not be carried below regimental
level,

Page 1 of 2 Pages
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7. Signal Operation Instructians:

a, Regular issues of Signal Operation Instructions will be collected from
present holders two days prior to the movement of the airborne element
to the marshalling areas or two days prior to the movement of the sea=
tail, (whickever leaves first) and will be turned over to a responsible
officer of the seatail, An Assault SOI covering the period D to D#2
will be issued for use during initial landing, On Df2 distribution

will be made covering the period D£3 to D£7. By DA7 new extracts

will have besn issued to bring regular issue of SOI up to date and this
issue will be employed from that point on, In the event it is impossible
to distribute the D3 to DA7 issue, Df2 will be used,

b, Necessary distribution will be taken care of by Signal Officer, 17th
Airborne Divislion, '

c. Precautions will be: taken to insure that regular issue of SOI is NOT
destroyed, S

8, .Signal Supply:

A1l requisitions for signal supplies will be handled through the Dyvision
Signal Office at the Division-CP.

9., Communications at Departure Airfields:

a, ¥er Communications at De-rarture Airfields see Annex Number 2, o

MILEY
cG
OFFICIAL:
MESSINGER
Gi3
ANNEXES:

1, Radio Circuit Diagram (Attached),
2. Instructions for Departure Field Communications (Distributed separately)
3. Departure Field Telephone and TWX Directory (Distributed separately),

Page 2 of 2 Pages
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* - * 'vz;msﬁ"ifv B r’;’""‘f.é{ BN DIT #27Y
*: Auth: CG l%h Abn Div # ’ "‘"""T" . - AI';‘C‘ “/ {1 > 0 AJ-A&: .
*, Arty * o : . - 18 W farah 1525

#* Injt: * '

#Date: 18 Marth 1945  * - _ o A
3 3 KK W R : o Co E

AN_EEX NO. h'(ARTILLERY) . o e oo _ '
- .. ’ To ) . ¢

FQ 1, 17TH ABN DIV . s = | I
‘Fb_l: |

’

Mips: GERMANY - Sheets 4205, 4206; 4305, and 4306; scale 1/2%,700.
GERMANY - Sheets 16, 36, 17, 57, GSCS L5Y7, scale e/,; %D,

1. a. See Intelligence Annex to FO 1, 17th Abn DlV, 18 March *9&5
b, See FO 1, 17th Abn Dlv, 18 March l9h5. : - | <
2, Div Arﬁy supports the attack,

3, a, L6Lth Prcht FA Bn: Initially atchd to 507th Preht Inf: on revertin‘g
to.DiV control t: direct supbort 507th Preht Inf, See Overlay ‘No, 1.

~ L4Bth Prof® FA Ba: Tailislly abehd to ‘513th Prcht-Inf; - reverting |

[

to Div control to direct support 513th Prcht Inf, See Overlay No, 1.,

¢ 68lst Gli FA Bn: Initially atchd to 174th Gli Infj on reverting to
Div control to direct supvort 194th Gii Inf, See Overlay No. l. -

d, 680th Gli FA Pn: General support (Furhiéh direct support to‘3d Bn
513th Preht Inf,)

e, RA 53 (W) Div (Br): General Suprort,
(1) 133 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of L64th Preht FA Bn,
(2) 83 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of A66th Prcht FA Bn,
(3) 81 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fiees of 68lst Gli FA Bn,

x, (1) Fj_réng chart: Germany 1/25,000, sheets 4205, 4206, 4305 and
4306, o S : . o

(3) Prearranged fires ~ see Overlay No, 2 and Annex La,

(3) Forward Observer Groups: See diagram, Special Radio Nets,
Annex Lb,

(a) One forward observer from reinforcing artillery group will
be with each infantry battalion,

- | () One lisison officer from reinforcing artillery group will
T T o bewith each direct supovort artillery battalilon,

. (L) Metro Message every four hours starting at H{3,
(5) Division Artillery Liaison Planes: ‘
(a) One plane from each direct support artillery babtalion wil 1
carry radio with frequencies of reinforcing artillery to act
as radio relay provided all other means fail.

(b) All other planes operate under Div Arty Control,

" - (6) Special Llaison Instructions'.vb

(a) 466th Prcht FA Bn and 690thwGli FA Bn will each furnish one
(1) 1iaison section to 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf, ‘

(b) 680th Gli FA Bn furnish liaison section to 139th Engr Bn,

Pace ¥ Af 2 Papes
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(2) Sce MNP of Sacel U T e Tets, anex 4b,

Crhtg: Sec Ovorlary s, 1.

: I L2E
| v ;
®TICH T B
C oLl
8=3
3. _ ]
r by nnex L4b, Dingrer of Ssecivl ladic Uets, .
k Yo
s . 4

X L L - . -
W TSI SR b . e m G . ot H . 7
. T N . .
T [ + : e ‘




Y3
RN I A : ll!! .

* Ll SN - .
# i i 0 17TH T DIV ATy
¥ Albtn: CC 17tk ‘bn Div # VRRITY W0 452, U, 5, 'y
x Arty i : 18 arch 1945%
# Init: ~o®
# Dete: 18 Tireh 1945 ¥

ST Lo TC O ACCUT Y OV LT MO, 2

10 FO 70, 1, W OLTTOADH DIV OAAETY,

18 1A 1945, AMTRE 4, ATINILLY, TO

FO MO, 1, W3 17T AL DIV, 18 Dar 1945,

PR PN COCTTRTIUS

1, The follewing -~r- the ~rearrainre’ concentr:ticns of the 17th bhn Div
irtr, 11 concontratioas ~re G CILIM,

ae In the zonc of Lhe 5C7th ~reht Inf ntry:

Core 1o, Coor:'in:tcs
700 ‘ 18564215
701 18644227
702 18744238
7C 19074266
704, 19164278
705 19294288
706 19644308
707 , 20334333
708 19834366 .
709 19694330

710 19164286
¢ 711 18944280
712 18604250
713 18404236
T, 1825/,.216
715 \ 17804222
716 12024250
717 ' 17944256
7.8 18014250
719 17904260
720 18734292
721 18774303
722 18904343
723 19304348
724 1OLLLLLT
125 12564330
726 ' 18084302
727 17624281
728 17634264
729 17404230
730 17044218
731 ‘ 16124192
732 ' 17084236
733 17134252
734 17204293
735 17334332
736 17844364
ey 18334340 .
738 12334380
739 | 185044,60
740 19524531
1 162700.86
L2 17984425
7h3 | 17854424

Lo 1780641,

7[,.5 R A - SR 1767111#25

46 17605413
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ST

: ! 7 Sheet 2 of § shectsi »
innex 4a to accor iy Owerloy Moy 25 to rr\ Nos 1, K .7tn :bn Div irty, 18 lar
1945, ‘nnex L, & rtillrrv) to’ O N0i 1, o 17tk ba v, 18 . ¥ 1945,

Cone. o, Coor_intics
Y 17524424 .
7he 170435,
7.9 17554200 ‘
750 _ CATL0LETR
751 18765300
752 . 16,’:}.; 2¢3
"'["3
- - Bt i1

755

75% ,

;;7

e

4N

AL

762

73

N

765

765 Al

67 21L;,,)5v
b, In the zone of trhe 513th ‘reht Infuntry:

Core_“lo.
8CO
f01
802
03
g0L
£C5
806
807
808
809 )atz, \)02

- - —— =310 : 22:3Lb?8- :
811 Omit
Bl2 Omit .
513 Onit :
814 22134553
g15 ??OAI ()35
£16 : 7
817 5
g1e 1GHL94 50T
819 l‘?q; '{116
820
821
822 2
823 l{'c*a,é" 8
821, 181,.24.600,
a25 12530410
a26 1622.592

- 827 18294585

- 828 127%,590
829 17664097
230 17734600
£31 1’7 £ 7,!;,610
832 : :
€33 - coniED T '

834 ‘ 1'(51 Shl
835 173 6.+/ )O
836 1721

837 L7300 ‘ 37
838 ‘ 1680 571
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1qcorny Overlay "o, 2 Lo-%) lo.

llq I;t’l uDﬂ Div ’I‘t ?’ 15

Annex b (‘rt111~rv) to W0 Ye. 1 Hn 17th <bﬁ biv, 1ﬁ

Cone Yo, . . ‘gg_or-...;..n ates
839 - 364621570
34L0 1‘< 51559
81 l','L 538
o - eL2 1r~ ;:3ﬂ
Lo BL3 1¢ 1’4300
_d . ehd, ;
, 8L5
- &hée
4 en7
2.0
\ eng
. 8Ly
. 8530
N . - 841
852
£33
834
845
836,
847
8585
€59
£60
8hl ?zz a74a
- B8H3 . Orn;,
86k, Orit
865 22341705
864 ?3 27720
. 867 PERAR NN
868 21054555
; 869 Cric
870 22621792
T B 37% Ords
a2 Orit
873 23CH 40692
9710 Oriih,
875 1420638
g76 1050417
enm 200C4530
a8’ 198537
c. In the zone of the 194th Clicer Infartry,
Conc ‘o, Cooriin- tcs
9C0O 22108248
901 23550260
902 23°/0h21Y
903 3h2i;138
9CL 207,252
9cs5 24000000
. ' 906 20,55L078
L 9C7 2RI
: ' - =908 - 25334090
909 282504033
. ©9i0 2706122
. 911 2000010
912 29774158
. 913 256451
‘ 914 25w, 4511
. . . 815 25874208
" 916

2636&?62




) - ' R A : ~Sneet L of 5 shects . 3
Aroex ka to agsomanv Cverlay Mo, 2 to FO Ho. 1, Hy 170h Shn Div sty 18 am 45,
annex Ly, (4rtillery) to PC Fo. 1, ¥. 17th .bn Oiv, 18..or b5,

- g

Cone o, no Coordinotes
917 27041313
918 27224351
919’ $620h356
9% 25924336 _,
Tov 92k o 25084328 - e
922 ~ 2L,154380 -
923 2285L1,17
924 28934455
925 : 2h3utl o8
926 25124493

- 927 : 25004431
928 26124413

929 , 26601398
93C : 26714418
931 2790LL50
932 27274679
- 933 26054502
934 ) 25521507
935 : 24204570
936 24121336
937 TLOvS L0 2022458k
938 2376436k
939 25504656
9,0 24174500
9Ll 24834052
942 , 25084461
S e QL3 8 25934312 e
9Lt T 24464190
obL5 . 23024,20C
9,6 = 22524268
L7 22314308
oLy 22114296
L9 221564107 - _
7950 - 20L34138 .

951 21804528
952 _ 22511590
953 22800604

954 ‘ 2295/.626
955 23484657
956 23650614
957 : 2360686 .-
958 21631722
959 25034747
960 25101720
961 25201725
962 25552166
963 _ 256047h9
96l ‘ 25984800

', In the zone »f the Sixth .-:iFboraé Division (Rritish)
Cone Mo, . Coorsin tes
P00 21944788
P701 16934616

S e e P02 e - 1e0aL477 e e
’ P703 Lo 1e2LL6TS

POk 19534125
©705 1983,772C

- P706 20114755
- 707 20664759
LoLoes 2111630
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S, ARMY

SERIAL A-8

- ——

i L94th Glider Infantry (-] .
-{ Abort Hit %_n Air
UNIT No, on Glider {Yes No ! 5/4 %Y Flak = Remarks
Co G ' 1 No 1 X v
2 No X X
3 Yo X X
L No X X
5 No X X
6 No X X .
7 No X Landing gear and floor torn away !
' Hit fence row - Load & Personne;
Och . ¥
8 No X Crashed against fence, Personnel
& load O0.K, ' -
9 No X X 1 KIA, 8 WIA
10 No X X P
11 No X X Landing gear disabled - no brakeg
: Nose crushed, hit stump & fence.
1 Gli Pilot, 3 EM - WIA ;
12 No | X X -
13 No X
T No X X
Co F 15 No
, 16 No X X
17 No "~ X Landed in tree, completely
wrecked 4 KIA, 8 SWA, 3 LWA
18 No X X Landed in swamp, through fences
and over ditch, left wing 1/2
gone
19 No
20 No :
21 No X Hit fences & ditch, left landing
gear folded., Personnel & load
0.K, -
22 Yes Landed on Air Field 17 km NE of
_ Brussels. Tow fitting broke loogd
23 No X X
24 No X
25 No X X Controls damaged in air, landing
' gear shorn., 2 men casualties by
flak in air -~ glider load lost tg
enemy fire as men left glider,
26 No - :
27 No Nose torn up, ran through 3 fence
Load & Personnel O.K, :
28 No X Left landing gear folded. Glidey
pilot VIA
Co H 29 No X
30 No X . g
31 No X X 1 KIA, 2 WIA
32 No X 2 WIA |
33 No X Control & tail shot away. load &
Personnel 0.K, .
. 34 No X X Flak damaged tail.
35 No
' : 36 - No X .
37 No X Burned after landing. 6 KIA,
2 WIA and 2 escaped,
38 No X Tug plane hit,premature cut, 2WI
in air, Pilot & co-pilot KIA on T

For glider landings see 'sttached overlay, graund.

Incl. #74




HEADOUARTERS 17TH ATREBORNE DIVISION

APO 452, U.'S, ARMY
: SERIA'IL g.g_ _
19kth Glider Tnfantry (-L
Abcat L{U* in Aic -
UNIT  * | No, on Glider| Y-: N:"- \*—V i ak. Remarks
Co H (Cont{'d) 39 o e X X 2 casualties
L0 Ha X . :
AS Noi X X Pilot & co~pilot hit in air,
L2 Kol X : ‘ R
L,.3 . No
" No
L5 . No{ X
L6 Noj X X Crashed against boulder :m swamp
a ' 1 casualty
L7 No| X 1 WIA ;
L8 Not X B d
49 Not{ X . ‘
- 50 Noi X ' Hit tail of dead ghder. ‘load &
‘ : personnel O,K,
Hq Co, 2d By 51 - No
- 52 No| X X
53 No} X X Left landing gear shorn .
54 No X landing gear & nose smashed, hit
fence & telegraph pole, Load &
: personnel 0.K,
55 No
56 No ‘
57 No Hit fence, Direct hit by Arty, i
" Glider burned 1 Pilot KI4, 2 KIA
& 1 WIA, tug wing hit & burning
when last seen,
58 No Direset hit by arty., 2 WIA
- Giider burned, Load lost
59 - No . X Fabric torn up., Tug plane went
- déwn in flames, Load & personnelf
. 0.K.
60 No X Hit fences in pond nose smashed ,
lead & personnel O,K, Tug plane |-
| burned, - :
61 No X 1 WIA by flak in air - load 0.X,
1 controls damaged,
- 62 No| X X Left wing 1/2 torn away. 1 KIA
: - Right wing nearly shot off in
air, no control
63 No X Tug plane shot down
64 No| X Hit fence and damaged fuselage,
’ Load and Personnel O.K.
65 Nol X X Glider shot down 9 KIA, load losf
66 No{ X
67 No 6 WIA, both wings torn awa.y
‘load o.k,
' 68 No X
69 No Hit fences in landing.
70 Noj X “Hit fence
val No X Lost landing gear on fence
72 No X 1 WIA by flak in air
73 No X Tail damaged, Load & pers 0.X.
20 Noj X - X
75 No X Hit tree losing left wing,
76 No} X X 'Hit 3 fences. 3 WIA by flak in
‘ - Fozt glider landi 1ngs see attached overlay.
Incl, #7K. :




HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S, ARMY

SERTAL A-8
194th Glider Infantry (—)
UNIT [No. on Glider { Abort Hit in Alr
Yes No | s/4 %7 Flak Remarks
Hq Co 2d Bn 77 No X Landing gear shorn off. Load & '
Personnel O.K,
78 No | X Nosé smashed, Load & Personne},
0.K, _
79 No Load cons:sb:mg of Gli Pilots, } -
0. 5 EM lost., Load lost & perg -
sonnel reported killed after -
) landing,
(G-2, 17 Abn) 80 No | X X Glider crashed, 2 Ca.sualtles. '

For

blider landil

hgs see attached overlay.

Incl, #7A
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BEADQUARTERS 17T7H ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, Us Se ARMY

- SERIAL A-9
194th Glider Infantry (=) ST e
Abort ‘ Hit in Air T
UNIT No. on Glider! Yes o S/A Flak Remarks -
Co E S .81 fie X X 1 VWIA by S/A in air |
82 No X X Larding gear shorn on fence
: Load & Personnel 0.K.
83 Yo X Glider hit two fences
84 No X Landing gear shorn by fence
85 No X
86 No X X
87 No X Left wing damaged by tree=-tail
; ' & nose damaged by fence. Load
- & Personnel 0,X. ‘ :
88 No X Nose c¢rushed and wings shorn
by telegraph pole. 1 WIA
89 No X X Tail damaged by flak in air
50 No X Hit fence
91 No Left wing lost by hitting wire
: & other gli., Load & Pers O.K.
. 92 No X X '
. 93 No X X '
Regt'l Hq - 94 No | X Hit 3 fences & olevated road.
Damaged tailk right wing. Pers
oo & load 0.%X.
95 No X X TFuselage damaged by flak in air
Perscnnel & Load 0,X.
96 No X X Hit fence
97 o X X . :
98 No X Tail damaged by flak in air,
. crash landed. Damaged landing
gear & wing 1 EM received cuts
0o A 99 No Glider bwrreds Cause unknown.
' : After good lending, pers cap-
tured or killeds
, 100 No X 1 WIA by S/A inair.’
101 No " Landed NE of Autobahn.lLoad lost
to enemy.Personnel OK 2 back,
1 hospitalized.in Englend, 12
: ) . killed, wounded or captured.
102 No , :
103 No X Tug ship hit, and crashed,
: causing glider to miss L2
104 No Tug ship hit, and corashed,
cousing glider to miss LZ.
105 No Nose hit river bank in landing
2 01FBH4 WA
106° Yos Faulty controls - on long two,
couldn®t stay in position -
' . landing gear smashed in landing
= 1 wWia.
107 Yo DI D S
108 No ‘X 1 wing torn off by tree in
‘. . .landing. Load & Pers OK
109 No "
110 No ;X" Right wing hit by flak-lost in
' . v landing. Load & Pers OK
111 No} X 7 Crushed nose of glider due to
} soft ground.Load & Pers OX
112 No | X Hit fences losing both wingse
Bottom of gli torn out.All OK

2.




HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

. SERIAL A0

194th Glider Infantry (=)

. - Abort ;uwx in Air
UNIT ] Xo. on Glider | Yss = ‘No L_[a CFlak - Remarks -
go ¢ 113 No - Noge damaged hy fences . -
114 No . Landing gear damaged due to
- sof't grouhd - -
115 No X Control demgged by flak.Land—
o ing gear shorn & floor damaged
o due to landing in slip. 3 IWX
1is Yo X Lead & Pers OK
118 No ¢ Wings demaged by flak. Load &
' Pers CK
117 No X X Coutrols demaged by flak.reft
side, wing & nose damaged by
hitting fence & plowed fieldyj
- Load & Pers OK
118 No X Tail damaged by flakeNose dam-
: aged cn fence posteload &Perso
119 No Wings damaged on trees. Load -
o & Pers OK
120 Yes Long tow.Left ship slipped win
o ; into tow & comm line,
. 121 Mo | X 1 EM WIA, by S/A in air
122 [Yes P 3 KIA 1 DOW 1 SWA = Balanocé of]
Pers Missingelocation of Land»
’ ing unknown.
. - 123 No Nose damaged on fence.load & -
- Pers OK
124 " No | X Hit fences.load & Pers OK
125 No X , -
126 No X  Left wing damaged by flak.lLand
ed on left side & wheel, Load .
: ‘ & Pers OK.
Coe. D 127 No X Wings & Nose hit fence.
128 No X  Nose & wing hit fence.
129 No X X . Landed on nose due to soft
: grounde Load & Pers OK
130 No X X ' :
. 131 No X X Landing gear shorn due to
- rloved field.load & Pers OK
132 No X Landed OK 8/A injured controls
TS , slightiye Load & Pers OK
133, . . No X Landed on nose due to soft gro
ce : ) nd,Cii cut loose by flak.Co-
EE e pllOu & 1 EM KIA by flak
134 No' | X X Hit fence without damage.Laod
I & Pers OK
135 No Glider landed in ditch nose in
. : ground. Load & Pers DK
136 No X X Tail demaged by fence in land-
: ing Loed & Pors OK
137 No X Nose demaged due to plowed fiel
: flak in tail section.
*138 No X Flak hit near fusilage and tai]
L section. Gll landed 6K
139 No Hit two fences-aft cargo dam=
, aged. Load & Pers OK
140 No .} X

For

glider land.

ngs see ‘attached overlay.
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452 Ui Se ARMY

SERIAL A~S

g

194th Glider Infantry (~)

Abort Hit in Air
UNIT No. on Glider lv.q No o B/4  Flak Rem;lc .

141 _ No | X TFlak hit winge Nose damaged by
hitting fences Load & Pers OK

142 No X X Hit 3 fencess Landing gear shorn
1 wing demagede 1 EM wounded in"
Jeeps Co-Pilot wounded on 1and1i‘1g

143 No X Flek hit midsection in flighti -
Load & Pers OK o

144 No X X Landing gear shorn upon landlng,,

" Nose & wing damaged by collision
with telephone pole. Load & Pers
0K

145 No X

146 No X Hit fence & farm implements.Land-
ing gear shorn and tail damsged.
Load & Pers OK

147 No X Flak shot off tail.Glider landed
0K 9 WIA's from flak.

148 No X Hit 2 fences upon landing. No
serious damage.

149 No X X Hit glider in sair, then wire line
Flider wrecked on canal bank due
to loss of controls 2 0O's, 1 EM
wounded. Loed & ammo broke loosse
and lost.

150 No X

151 No X

152 No | X X Upon landing lost 1/3 left wing on

' tension tower. Hit 2 fences tearing

out rear section of floor. Load

& Pers OK, '
153 No X Ieft wing hit in air. Tall hit by

: flak, Load & Pers OK
154 . No | X . :
155 No X Wings torn off on trees. Load %
' Pers OK .

156 No Landed on fence losing nose and
part of floor. Road & Pers 0K

157 No Two lifts, first abort & landed ox

- home field. 2d 1lift OK :
Recn Plat 158 N,
159 No
Regt'l Hq 180 No X X Wings hit,Crashed landed.Collided}
: with glider 50 ft fr ground losing
one wheel, Hit other glider w
wheel Ran thru fence. Load & Pers

0K
For gliéer landings}see attached overlay.
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

SERTAL A-10
194th Glider Infantry (=)
: ‘ Abort Hit in Air o
UNIT No. on Glider| Yes No S/A  Flak Remarks .
AT Co, 1 No x Pilot KIA, 2 EM WIA,
2 No x 1EM 1n3ured
Co B, 3 No x Landing gear shorn,. Landed in
meadow, Load & Personnel O.K,
L No b'e Hit fence, bottom torn out, Logg :
, and Personnel 0.K.
AT Co, 5 . No X x _
' : x  Flak hit jeep in air. PilOt &:
- Co-Pilot killed on ground.
- Co, B, 7 No x X - Controls hit by flak in air. =
Wings and nose gone, Pilot & ..
Co-Pilot hit. 12 EM WIX (8 EM
evacuated), .
8 No X Landed in orchard, Glider
wrecked, 1 EM Injured.and
- evacuated,
AT Co, 9 No x .
Co I, 10 No x x Latm%&tuldf'lmwu
Load 0.K.
Co. B. 11 No 4 x Flak cut tow rone in air. Glidexn
broke in two upon landing. 1
KIA, 2 SWA, 2 WIA, Tug shio
hit under control.
12 No x :
Co I, 13 No X Co~Pilot hit on ground. 1 O,
2 EM hit in air, Load O.K.
1 No x x Pilot wounded in air, Load and
’ e Personnel 0.K. ‘
Hq Co 1lst B 15 No x Hit fence, sheared gear & botton
: : ripped.:
16 No On landing direct fire burned
. glider.- 2 O's, & 7 EM KIA,
Co I, 17 No b'e x 1 EM WIA
18 No x x Landed in swamp, wheels & right
wingtip off. 2 KIA, 3 WIA
Hq Co 1st 19 No x x Right wheel off due to soft d
Bn . ground., Load & Personnel 0.K.
20 No x x Hit fence, telephone poles &
wire, Glider wrecked,. Load &
» personnel O.FK.
CoI 21 No x x Slight nose damage, due to soft{
field, Load & Personnel 0.K,
22 X No X 'x 1 KIA, 4 WIA, Load 0.K.
g Co 1st 23 . No ' : 1
Bn 21, No X X Landed in orchard, right wheel
‘ ~.lost, Load & Persennel.O.K.
Co. I. 25 No b'd x 1 EX hit by flak. Pilot hit by
sniper. lLanded O.K.
26 No X x 2 EM casualties, Glider burn-
ed wupon reaching ground,
Hq Co 1st
Bn 27 No X X
28 No X x
Co I. 29 No X x- Landing gear shorne, landed in
. soft field. Load & Personnel O K.

-
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.S. ARI'Y

19hth Gl:der Infant"y (%

SERIAL AplO

T THIit in air »
UNIT No., on Glider | Yes No 4S/A  Flak H Remarks
‘ . 30 No x b'4 Pilot and 1 EM WIA,
Hg Co 1lst 31 No b'e Nose and right wing wrecked
Bn : avoiding another glider, Load.
: and Personnel 0.K, '
32 No x
CoI 33 No b'd x Tail assembly shot away in air,
' Glider crashed, 1 ElM KIA, 1 EM
SWA., k
34 No % x Landed in soft ground, glider
. ) o ‘ " burned,
Hq Co 1lst’ 35 - No x Lost left wheel due to soft
Bn , ground, 1 7 c....Tig,
36 No | x 1 EM casualty,
o 37 No |~ x 2 EM wounded by flak.
Co K. . 38 ¢ - No | - x  Hit fence, left wing damaged.
S Load O.K. :
Hq_Co lst 39 No x Nose & undercarralge gone as a
Bn ’ result of soft ground, Load &
; ‘ Personnel 0.K.
40 No x Ploughed field, 1ost nose, Load
: - & Personnel 0. K.
Co. K. .. Ll No x X
42 No | x ¥ x Pilot & Co-pllot hit by flak
. Landed O.K,
Hq €o 1lst-Bh 43 No : ‘
AN No Glider wrecked due to avoiding
other ship, Hit a tree, Co-
: _ pilot SWA,
Co K 45 No x Landed in ploughed field. Lost
) control, Pilot & Co-nilot in-
jured., 9 Injured in landing.
. L6 No x X : ' .
Hq Co 1st Bp 47 No x €rash land ~ out of control, 1
EM KIA, 3 EM SWA, Load O.K,
L8 No x % Landed on nose, floor smashed in
, Load & Personnel 0.K.
Co K L9 No x x Nose ploughed field upon land-
, ing, load & Personnel 0.K.
50 No b4
Hq Co 1st Bp 51 No
52 No . .
Co K 53 No | x  x Left wing hit power line. Glide
O : crashed, 2 O's & 9 EM casual~
ties.
S 54 No All personnel casualtles
Hq Co Ist Bh: 55 - No x ~ Wing tip shorn on telephone pols
L T , Landing gear shorn in trees, .. .
‘ flak hit tail in air, Load &
» . Personnel 0.K. '
: 56 No x x : '
.CoK 57 Yes i - Landed in Clement, Belguim,
» - 58 . No | x+ x  Left wing & nose damaged upon
: .-+ landing, '
Hq Co 1st Bn 59 No | x x  Landing gear injured on fence.
, . Load & Personnel O.K.
60 No x ' Hlt fence, nose injured. Load
& Personndl 0.K

-l



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.S, ARKY

SERTAL A-10
194th Glicer Infantry (=)

& a s e

: | THit in ai
UNIT No., on Glider! Yes No ! S/&  Flek . Remarks
61 No 1 x x ' .
1 62 No |} ‘Landed in soft ground, 1 EM
i N injured, o
Co M 63 No x Landed in ploughed field, Load &
- Personnel 0.K. ’
Hq Co 1st Bn 64 No Fence ripped front., Load &
_ Personnel O.K. , .
Co K 65 No | x x Landed in ploughed field. Pilot |
LWA, oL
Co I 66 NO x Landed in ploughed field. Load
& Personnel O.K. |
Hq Co 1st Bn 67 No x Hit tree, lost wing, Hit 2 fencesg
Load & Personnel 0.K. b
68 No x 10 out alive, rest MIA, load losy{
2 known dead, Pilot & Co-Pilot, -
Co M 69 No x
70 No b4 Crushed nose. Landed in ploughed
field, Load & personnel 0.K.
Regt'l HqQ Go 71 No _ Came down in flames North of Br
6th Abn area, 2 KA, 3 MIA,
72 No ~ Yanded North of British 6th Abn

area., Glider perforated by flak |
& S/A. 3 KIA in glider, rest MIA|
Load lost, -
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HEADOUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

.. SERIAL A-11
194th Glider Infantry ()

\ [N Abort | Hit in air
- UNIT o, on Glider | Yes No | S/A Flak Remarks
Co M 73 _ No X : :
h No x x Hit. fence, knocked landing gear .-
off, Load & Personnel O.K. ‘
Regt!l Hq C4 75 No
‘ 76 No x Nose damaged hitting another glldei
Load & Personnel 0.K. 3
Co M 77 No | x x |
78 No | x x Left Wing, landing gear & floor .
wrecked due to soft ground. Load”
& Personnel O.K. '
Regt'l Hq C4 79 ‘Yes 40 min out from A-55, 1 wing came
: off, glider cut loose, other fell
off before it hit ground Al :
. killed, Load lost, ;
80 No | x Landing gear crumbled. Nose smash
. ed, Load & Personnel 0.K.
Co M 8l No x ;
82 No x x Hit fence - nose damaged., Load &
Personnel O.K. 4
Regt'l Hq C¢ 83 No X . Nose & Tail ripped on fence - 1
pilot LWA, ’
. 8L No x Hit fence floor wrecked, Load &
o Personnel 0.K.
Co M 85 No x . x Lost landing gear due to soft
: . ground, Load & Personnel 0.K.
86 No x :
Regt!l Hq Cp 87 No | x ' : :
AT Co 88 No x x Glider nancaked - total wrecked,
Jeep lost. Personnel 0.K.
Co M 89 No | x b'e L
90 No X x Hit 3 fences - nose damaged, Load
& Personnel O0.K.
AT Co .91 No X x '
92 No x b'd L
Co M 93 No x Glider hit high tension wire -
' . load damaged ~ Pilot WIA,
9L No X x- Hit fence - mose damaged “Load &
- ersonnel O.K,
AT Co 95 No x x Hit fence - landing gear lost,
Load & Personnel 0.K,
- 96 No X x
Co M 97 No x x - Hit fence, Nose & 1 wing damaged
Load & Personnel 0.K.
98 No X x Landed in swamp, Nose damaged hit
tail of another glider. Load &
Personnel
AT Co 99 Yes Landed in vicinity of Vega, near
' Brussels, Load & Personnel O.K.
100 No Hit fence & another glider - lost
- left wing & landing gear, Load &
" Personnel 0.K.
Co M 101 No x x Landed OK - Glider burned on groun-
. Load lost. Personnel O0.K,
102 ‘No x x '
? 103 No X,
104 No X X

L4

-




HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APQ 452, Us S« ARMY

r

SERIAL A-11
194th Glider Infantry (=)
.kbprt Hit in Air
UNIT Noe on Glider {Yos  No. s/& Flak Remarks
Co M 106 - No Hit fenceé « damageéd wing & Wheel
_ Load & Pers.OX ;
106 No. X Hit fence-dma.ged noses Laad &:
) Pors OK
AT Co 107 No X X Hit high tension llne & fence.
Lost landing gear & laft wing
Load & Pers OK
108 No landed in sof't ground-lost nose,
landing gear & left Wlng. Load
‘ - & Pers OK
Co M 108 Yo X X Lost landing gear & left wing on
‘ , - hitting grounds Load & Pers OK
Co L 110 No X landed in soft ground-lost wing
Lo S ) & teil, Load & Pers OK
AT Co 111 Fo | X Tail wheel lost in air due to §/A
' Lo , Load & Pers OK
: 1. No | X Hit fence=lost nose. Load & Pers
o ‘ _' 0K
Co L 113 . No X X
14 No | X X o E
AT Co 115 No lLanded in swamp=hit fence-=lost
' landing gear & left wing. Load
& Pers OK
116 No
Co L 117 No X % lended in ploughed field-landing
‘ gear shorn off. 2 EM casualtye.
118 No' X 10, 3 EM hitby flak in aire Co-
: pilot WIAe. Load OK. -
AT Co 119 Yo X Flak kit left wing in air.Hit sof
' ground dameging nose. Load & Pers
0K )
120 No X Lost right wheel due to soft
: - ground. Load & Pers OK
Co L 121 - No Hit fences Load & Pers OK
« . 122 No X X Hit house on landing=-sheared wing
: tipse Load & Pers 0K
AT Co 123 No X Hit soft ground-nose damaged.
‘ Load & Pers OK
124 No X X Landed in swamp=hit fence=damaged
: o nose & wingse Load & Pers OK
colL 125 No | X Londed in ploughed fielde Landing
: gear shorn off. Lood & Pors OK
126 No - X Left wing damaged by flak. Load
& Pors OK
AT Co 127 No } X X
128 No Landed in ploughed f:.eld-clipped
' ' fence,damnged nose, left wing &
o landing gears Load & Pers OK
o L' 129 No X landed in soft ground-left side
. § damagod. Load & Pers OK
130 No - X landed in soft ground-nose & land
‘ . ©  ing gear .domaged. Load & Pers OK
AT Co 131 No Hit fonce~damaged nose all else O]
. 132 No
%0 L . 133 Yes Down 1 mile fr Ruxensart.3miles
For- ;lider Landings}See Overlay SW of Marfox. No reports



HZADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A=ll

194th Glider Infantry {=)

For Gli

Abort jE1t 1n Air
UNIT INoe on Glider iYes No ES/A Flak - Remarks
¥ .
134 No | X X Hit fence & Power line=demaged .
: wing tip. Load & Pers OK
AT Co 135 No X Damaged tail in air=-no rudder
- control. Landed OK
136 No X
CoL 137 Yes Down in France. 2 EM left for
‘ front in jeep, 1 EM left with
lider
19 Co 3d Bn 138 Yo ¥ Lenleod ‘
AT Co 139 Noo Landed in soft ground-landing
gear & nose damaged Pers OK
140 No X Landed in soft ground-landing
gear & left wing shorn off. Load
& Pers OK :
4q Co 34 Bn 141 No X " Landed in soft ground~hit fence
bamaged tail & left wing. Load
: & Pers OK :
AT Co 142 No . '
AT Co 143 No X ¥ Llanded OX. Pilot & Co~Pilot XIA
' ' on ground. .
144 No X X Landed OXK. Glider burned on

grounds Lost AT Gun. Pers OK

Hor Landings| See Overley
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HEADQJARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
" APO 452, U. S. ARUY

SERIAL A-12

194th Glider Infantry (=)

Abort T IR LT
UNIT No. on Glider: Yes No ELS/’A Filak - Remerks -
. ]
° . HqQ Co 34 By -1 No | X - o
- 2 Yes ’ Jeep came loose camusing .pilot to
i ¢ cuity, Lﬁnded OK' Load & PGI"S_OK"
3 No X Hit fence, Load & Pers OK :
4 No Hit fencee Load & Pers 0K
5 No X Hit fencee Lost landing,gear &
one wing. Load & Pers OK
6 No X Landing gear damageds 2 0's & 1
' EM KIA by flak in aire Load OK
7 No X X Crash landed, pglider burned.bost}
: loads 1 KT4, the rest SWA 3
8 No . .
9 No X Landed in soft ground, dameaged
. . noses Load & Pers OK
- 10 No X Landed in ploughed field. Landlng
: gear shorn. Load & Pers OK
11 No X X . Hit fence, damaged tail. Load &
s Pers OK
12 No X
4
13 Na ’ : ;
14 No X Landed in ploughed field, hit ¢
: fence damaged landing gear. Load:
. : & Pers OK :
15 No § X Hit two fences. Load & Pers OK
16 No X Hit two fences, tearing fuselage
o . : Load & Pers OK
17 . Mo X Landed in ploughed fiélde Loadk
v Pers OK
18 - Noo Hit fence damaging left wing.
. Load & Pers OK » '
19 No X X
20 No Hit tree & fence damaging lef%
wing and landlng gear. Load &
' . Pers OK
21 No X Hit telephone pole & fence dame=
ging left wing and tail Load &
Pers OK
22 No X Hit fence domgging left wing.
Pilot KIA. Load OX
23 No Hit fence damaging lending Gear
. & one wing, Load & Pers OK
24 No X X Hit telephone pole damaging one
winge. Load & Pers OK -
25 7o No X  Hit fonce da maging left winge-
Load & Pers OK
¢ 26 No X X 1 WIAe Load OK
Regt'l HYQ 27 No X - X ‘ ‘
- 28 No X X Hit trees & fence damaging land-
‘ ing gear & left wing. Lost jeep.
‘Pers OK
29 No X X Hit telephone pole damaging nose
- : shearing left winge Load & PersOK
30 No :
31 No X ;v Landed in ploughed field. Jeep
broke loosece Load & Pers OK




HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

- SERIAL A-12
194th Glider Infantry (=)
Abort jHIT in Alr
UNIT _{Nos on Glider |Yos  No iS/A Flak Remarke
Regt'l H9 Co 3z No }| X Hit fonce o Landing gear folded:
1 EM SWA by S/A in air1 Load OK
33 No X X
34 No . Hit fence demaging wing & tail.
Load & Pers OK
36 o No X '
<4 36 No X X 1 EM SWA by s/h in air. Load OK
ST 37 "~ lves ~ Pilot couldn't control wingse
S ‘ : - Load & Pers OK
E 38 ' ~ No - Glider hit tree~top and dropped
¥ ' -+ nose first, Pilot & Co=Pilot KIA |}
p -1 0& 1EM SWae Load held 0K |
g 39 . No X Ilanded in ditch, lost landing : i
- ' gear, nose caved ine 4 EM SWA.
, Load 0K
40 No X X Landing gear shorn & bottom of
! glider ripped up duo to soft grou
nde 2 EM SWA by flak in air. Load
| 0K e
41 No X {
e 2 1 1 46 2 M G B 0 o oo b s p o e e D Y T STy T - - - . o > o - -t o o o o - o - ——-a—--:o-{
155 44 Bn (") \
1 . '
Hq Dot & Med 42«44 ' No Crashed. Pilot, Co=Pilot, 2 O's & 1 EM
Det 45 No killed. Location unkrowr.
' ' * 46 . No Crashed; no one hurt,.
47 No Never found, believed crashed in flames
. - 1 0t and 2 EM lost
48 No
Btry B 49 Yos X ILanded safely in Belgium
L 50-53 - No , o
B4 ' No Crashed, Pilot and 2 men killed, and' 1 ins
' | jured. o
5& ~ No Crashed, Pilot and 1 man injureds
' 56-69 No
Btry E 70-72 : No

For Glider{la ndings see overlay




GLIDER LANDING PATTERNN .

QO PEN AT ~
O e dy 42

(260740 Nod-/2 \

72 6 /OER5 OOCBLE Tow
GL/DERS /-2/ I9P#* G/ INF
REGTL H#Q. Co.

HQCo 374 Gn

GLIDERS 95-48H0 DET SMED DET]

CLIDERS #C-60 BrRY "8

GLIOERS 70-72 BTRYE”
/S5S A4 EN.

\_L AF. CNIT— %35 &p J

?é:/;z 500
GER MANY SHEETS
4205/3-4305/1 ‘43052

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67




HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S. ARMY

SERIAL A-13
Abort
UNIT No. on Glider {¥cs No Remark s
Btry E (=) 7380 No | None
155 AA Bn 81 Yos Landed safely in Holland
- - - - - - = - - - - - - - - - - - L2 - L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ? )
681 G1i FA Bn  82-107 No None .
(-Hg Btry(-) 108 Yes Pilot couldn't control glider. Cut loose
over Frencee No injuries. Load OK
109~118 No None
119 Yes Pilot couldntt control, cut looso over
France, Crashed killing all oocupants.
120 Yes Rope fr Noe 119 tangled in winge Pilot
out looss over France. No injuries. Load
0K
121-133% No None
134 Yos Right eileron out of commission. Landed in
Franco. Lord OX
135-142 No None
143 Yos Nose fabric pulled off. Landed in France.
Load OK.
144 Yos Tail flutter. Landed in Francee. Load OK.

For glid

cr landings

sce attached overlay.
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GLIDEN LANDING PAT TERLN
ZER14¢ NoA-13 w—

72 GL/IDERS DOUVB(E Tow
GL{/DERS 73-8/ BTRY E°/55AABN
GL/IDERS 82-/44 681 FA. BN(-)
HQBTRY.
AF.UNIT 435 Gp.

;
98
92

108

A 5"

ei25

— H2c0 Jlef.1/i2 50 o
GER MANY SHEETS
4205 /304305 /le4305/2

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRRORNE DIVISION
APO 4,52, U, S. ARMY

SERIAL A-14

Abort "“‘ 2
UNIT No, of Glider | Yes MNo Remarks '
Hq Btry (=) 1-7 No None
681 Gli FA
Bn
_____ e g
680 Gli FA 8-16 No None
Bn(-Btry Bl 17 No Landed #/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy flre.
(-) & Hg 18-32 No None
Btry (-} 33 Lbanded w/load 0.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy
‘ fire.
34-36 No None
37 No Landed w/load 0.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy
fire,
38 No None
39 No Landed 0.K. destroyed £ ton truck,
L0-50 No None
51 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy fire,
52 No None
53 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy flre.
54 No Crash landed, load wrecked, Personnel
injured,
55-57 No None
58 No Landed w/load 0.K. Destroyed by enemy fire,
56-59 No None
70 No Landed w/load 0,K. Howitzer destroyed by
enemy fire,
71-72 No None,




’

SERIAL NO. 4~ 14

72 GL/DERS DOUBLE TOW

GLIDERS /-7 HQ.BTRY.
68/ 5T GL/.. FA BN,

GLIDERS 8~72 CBIRY B¢ XHQBTRY
680 THGL/l. FABN -

AF UNIT A439Gp

My /o f

GER MANY SHEETS

112,500

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 M 4205/304305'/l°4305/2

I




HEADQUARTERS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U.S. ARMY

SERTAL A-15

Abort
UNIT No., on Glider [Yes No Remarks,
Btry B (=) | 73-76 No | None.
Hq Btry 77 Yes Crashed glider wings torn off, Jeen wreck-
(-) 680 G11 ed. No nersonnel injured,
FA Bn 78 Yes . | Landed with load O.K.
79-83 No None, :
84 No Crashed landing., Load wrecked, personnel
injured,
85~93 None ‘
94 No | Glider and load unaccounted for, Fersonnel
listed KIA, ' : B
95 No Glider and load unaccounted for, Personnel]
listed SVIA, P
96 No None. A
97 No Glider and load unaccounted for. Personnel
listed LWA .
98 No Linded w/load 0.K., Ammo destroyed by enemy]
fire, -
99 No None
507 Trans 105-120 No None,
121-122 No Burnbt 2 jeeps lost
123-125 No None,
46l Trans 126-139 No All gliders landed safely with loads O.K.
Loads lost caused by enemy action on ground,
Supplies
(139 Engr) 140-144 No None,
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GLIDERU LANDING PAT TERN
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72 GLIDERS DOUBLE Tow
GLIDERS 73-96 BTRY ‘B°(-)

GLIOERS 97-10% H Q. BTRY.
680 GL/ FA BN.

GUIDERS 105-125 TRANS 507
GCIDE, R$/2£s-./§9 TRANS. 96% oroz
GUIDERS 190~/4% SUPPLKS(Engr)

»i08
'\L AF. UNIT - 439 Gp Jj o)
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION

i n.xmﬂg

APO 452, U. S, ARMY

SERIAL A-16
Abort
UNIT No,. on Glider [Yes No Remarks
Ren Plat 1 No | Damage to cargo only by flak,

2 No Wing demolished by another glider load O.K.
————————————— I i T T I I I
IX TCC Cont} 3-8 No None,

139 Engr Bn] 9-10 No None.
(o C, Co | 11-16 No | Crashed. Load O.K.
A) 17-18 No None.

19 No Crashed, Load O.K.

20 No None,

21 No Crashed, Load 0.K.

22-23 No None,

2L No Destroyed by enemy fire, Load lost,

25=-27 No None,

28 No Destroyed by enemy fire, Load lost,

29-33 No None,

34 No Crashed, Loag 0.K.

35 No None.

36 No Crashed, Load 0.K.

37 No None.

38 No Crashed, Load 0.K.

39 No None

L0 No Crashed. Loadk 0.K.

L1 No - | None,

L2 No Exploded in Air

L3-1,5 No None,




SERIAL NQ. A-/6
45 GLIDERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERS T~2 REN PLAT
GL/DERS 3— 8 /X TCC CONTRAL
GLIDERS 9-45€0.'C;'Co'A”
/39 ENGR BN.

AF . UNIT —— 440 Gp.

Hrap (ef 1z, 500
GER MANY SHEETS
4205 /3- 4305 /1-4305 /2

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67

]
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARMY

SERIAL A-17
Abort "
UNIT No. on Glider | Yes No Memarks
Co C, Co A L6 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
(=) 139 Engr 4L7-54 No None.
Bn 55 No Crashed, Load O.K.
56-65 No None
66-68 No Crashed., Load 0.K.
69-72 No None
73 No Crashed, Load 0.K.
T5-T75 No None
76-77 No Crashed., Load O.K.
Btry & (-) 78-90 No None,

i



GLI DEP\ LAND ING PATT‘t'RN

SERIAL NO A- /}\
45 GL/IDERS S/INGLE row
GLIDERS #6-47 (0 Cy Co. AT

/397 €ENGR BN

GLIDERS 78-90 B7RY A'¢)
/55 AA RN
AF UNI 7T~ F40 Gp- r/J

49

P% M29 500
GER M ANY SHEETS
4205/3.4305/104305/2

2/1JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/57




HEADQUARTFRS 17TH ATRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U. S, ARMY

SERIAL A--18
' Roovt ¥
UNIT No, on Glidavrifes o } ~~~~ BRemarks
Btry A (-) 1-8 | Ke i Tone,,
Btry B 155 9-26 Ne 1 None,
AA Bn 27 No ! Crashed. One man seriously injured,
28-29 No | Fcue.
- E oan wm W e e e A S M S s e E e E ew e Yo: o e aw am ww M e A e - wn e e e s a av o an W = g
Div Hq (~) 30 No Hit by flsk., Cargo slightly dauaged.
31-43 No 25 & L2 nit by fiak. Load 0.K.
L, No | Glidsr damaged by jeep going through nose
- on landing & load 0.K.
L5-48 No None,




GLIDER LANDING PATTERN.

SER/IAL NO A-/8 o SRR

48 GC/DERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERS /-8 B7TRY. A"
GLIDERS 9-29 BTRY."C”
/55 AABN.
GLIDERS 3O 48 DIV. H Q)

AF. UNIT -4 41 Gp.

.uon
g
o%e
£ o
oN3 ou7 o > on [ ] 3 o2

(1]

o2t o27

%?/?4 1/i2, 500
G€R MANY SHEETS

| o 4205 /544305 /104305 /2
2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 : . /s / /




- HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
. - | APO 1452, U. S. ARMY
o SERIAL A-19
1 —
. Abort _
. UNIT No. On Glider ! Ycu Ne 2 . Remarks N
Div Arty Hgqf 1-20 . No None
- ] -, i
517 Sig Co 21-30 No None .,
- 31 No { Glider burned,
32-36 No None,
37 No Flak damaged trailer;

38-48 No | None,




.flf/e/n NO A-/9

48 GLIDERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERS | —20 DIV. ARTY.HQ

GL/DERS 2t-485/7516. Co.

AF UNIT - 442 Gp.

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67

2P

D-El"k LANDING PATT‘ERN S

PER A‘rl

020 ok
(3] o442

45
*37

i3

o34
ef2

43

s

o

39

35

40

/Pe% I,/12,50 0

GEILMANY SHEETS

42 05/3-4305/1-4305/2
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 452, U, S. ARLY

221, Yed Co
(-)

14

5
6

- e e s e o ==

7-8
9

10-11
12
13

14-21
22
23

2l
25-28
29

30

31-32
33
34-35
36
37-39
4O

L1-42
L3-4L7
L8

et
No. on Gllder_LYes

Yes

No
No
No

No
No
No

No
No

No

No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No

SERTAL A-20

Remarks

..... C e e e v e v e e

bL“Qﬂ“ and load burned
Jeep shot up by MG

e v . e e e m em em mr am e e m e = G e A e e e

None %@

Coilided about 50! alfltude. Lost wing

resuiting in crash landing. Load O.K.

None.

Hole in tail small arm fire, Load O.K.

Collided with glider No. 9. Nose smashed

Load 0.K.

None.

Right side glider hit by flak. Load O.K.

Crash landed, Glider nerforated by small
arms fire and after occupants had gotten
out it was hit by artillery destroying load

Perforated by small fire, Load O.K.

None.

Glider landed on west side of Rhine due
to torm fabric on wing, '
Glider nose smashed on right side. Load
0.K,

None

Tail of glider blown away, Load O.K.
None

Wheels knocked off in landing. Load O.K.
Norne

Right wheel and wing shot away and right
side of glider perforated by small arms
fire., Load 0.K.

Porforated by flak holes, Load O.K.
None,

Two occupants of glider killed by enemy
fire,




GLIDER LANDING PATTERN:-
. oP TION

SERIAL NO. A-20
48 GL/IDERS SINGLE Tow
GLIDERsS /~— 6 577 $/G. Co.Q
GLIDERS 7— 48 224 MED.Co. )
AF UNIT — 44/ Go.

%

L] ”5

o217

%;07\39% 12,500

GERMANY SHEETS

m 4205 /3-4305 /l -4305 /2

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 |
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HEADQUARTERS 19TH AIRBORNE DIVISION
APO 4,52, U, S, Army

For glider lan

Hings see attached overlay,

ooy e b wet o ot

SERIAL A-21
Abort
UNIT N6, on Glider iYes No Remarks
221, Med Co 1 No | Flak hole left wing., Load OK, . wgiv
- 2 No Perforated bv small arms fire, Load 0K,
3-5 No | None,
6 No | Crash landed, Glider and load burned, ,
7 No | Wheels knocked off glider in landing., Load
0K,
8 i No { Glider burned after being unloaded by
- - 4 - - . - - |-traeer fire,
- omoam s o e e e = = o e T e L T - - e e o= -
513 Trans 9-13 No | None
; 14 | No ; 1 jeep destroyed, Glider burned on ground
i ! by enemy action, : 1
% 15 No | None, :
| 16 No | 1 jeep destroyed, Glider burned on ground
by enemy action, {
_ 17-19 No { None. 3
! 20 No | 1 jeep destroyed, Glider burned on ground ;
i by enemy action, ;
: 2121, No | None, ?
5 25 No | 1 jeep destroyed., Glider burned on ground
: by enemy action.
i 2629 No { None,
b e g M an e e ae e e e e b e - - - W S ar G ap em e a» G0 HD e @ e e = w = - wme =
Br Adr Sup=~ - 30-37 | ? | Unable to give information on location or
-+ port , ; information on gliders 30,32,35,36, 2 EM -
i and 1 O definitely killed, 1 EM evacuated,
f 3 EM missing. 5 EM OK,
G-4 (Ord) 38 ; No | Glider rendered unserviceable, Personnel
: and load removed safely,
39 No | Glider nose damaged. 2 EM injured. Load
: (0):4
? 40 No{ Glider rendered unserviceable, Jeep
slightly damaged, 1 EM injured,

B



SERIAL NO 4-27 GL\D-ER LAND\NG PAT‘TGRN Y

40 GLIDERS SING L € ToW o PEN AT I

GLIOERS [/ — 8 224 Mc D Co ¢

GLIOERS O - 29 TRANS.5/3
GCIOERS -30-37 BrAIR SUALPORT
GLIDERS 38B-40 G4 SCUOCORD)
AL UNI/T— 3 /4 Gpo.

.

L

Ky ey 2,500
GERMANY SHEETS
e S S

]
.l\'°

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION

APO 452,

d. S, ARMY,

SERIAL A-22

| port i3
UNIT No, on Glider; Yes  No | Remerks o 3
L66 Trans 41 , No ! Glider hit power line and made crash land-
q { ing. No cne injured,
L2 No ! Glider crashed into a tree severely in-
| Juring one officer and two enlisted men.
} i Load destroyed,
L3 ! No | Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider.
: . Co-~pilot wounded during landing. Load O.K.
L j No | Glider tore wing loose by hlttlng tail of
! ¢ @nother glider, Load O.K.
L5 i No | Uks men wounded while landing by small arm
j fire, Slight damage to load by flak.
! ; Glider O.K.
L6-4L7 } NO| None.
L8 ! No{ Glider hit ditch on landing, wrecking front
‘ I part of glider, Load O.K,
, L9 ; No! Glider hit power line which tore off tail
f g . Load 0.K. .
{ 50 i No ! Glider hit another glider in landing and
; | - tore its tail off, Load O.K.
51 ; No: Glider went through two fences damaging
E ' nose, Load 0.K.
52 i ‘No ! Glider hit some posts which tore the
! + bottom out of glider., Load O.K. .
53 i No Nose of glider damaged by hitting fenee,
| " that made it i possible to remove load,
51, { Mo : Yne wing torn off by hitting a telephore
! pole, Load 0.K.
; ?
G-l Sup TM | 55-56 | No ' None
! 57 f No: Load and glider destroyed.by enemy shell
: i fire,
{ 58-60 f Noi None,
G4 Sup Or4 61-79 No; Numbers of damaged and unaccounted for
i gliders not available, 3 Gliders un-
: serviceablely damaged, 1 glider un-
: ; accounted for. ‘Same loads scattered but !
! all recoverable, and serviceable, :
————— -4---—-——————----—-———-——-—-—————*'--'.'9-—-—;
Phantom 80 No: None - , o
1#or glider landings see attached overlay. '
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SER/IAL NO 4-22
40 GLIDERS S/NG (&€ Tow
GLIDERS 4/~ 54 TRAN S 466
GLIDERS 65-60 G4 Svp(Pm)
GLIOERS 6/— 7964 Scp CorD)
GL/IOER 80 PHANTOAT
AF o NIT - 3 /4 Go

®
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DISTRIBUTION

SECOND BRITISH ARMY

NINTH U, S. ARMY

FAA

Twelf'th Army Gp.

Twenty=First Army Gpe

IX TCC

XIII Corps.

XVI Corps

XVIII Corps (Abn)

XIX Corps

XII British Corps

VIII British Corps

35th Soottish Dive

6th British Abn Dive

82nd Abn Dive

101st Abn Dive

13th Abn Dive

l1st British Commando Brige

6th British Gds Armd Brig.

€ & GS School, Ft. lLeavenworth, Kanse
Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Goe
Fleld Arty School, Fte. Sill, Oklae
AGF, Washington, D Ce

Alrborne Center, Camp Mackell, N. Ce
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