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I. FORWARD BY 'COMMANDING GENERAL 

On February 6 information was received indicating the likelihood of 
I . the 17th Airborne Division being committed in an operation to foree a oroge* 

irig of the Rhine about the 1st of April# At the same time, the Division 
was notified that it would move by rail and motor to the vicinity of Chalons# 
France comenoing on February 10th. 

« * 

At this time tho Division was engaged in combat along the Our River 
where it was holding a OTAII bridgehead just South of Clerveaux, Luxembourg. 
The Base Echelon consisting of tho Parachute Maintenance Company with all 
the Air Force equipment of the Division and a large part of the Company 

, property with guards from each unit were still in U<..K» -

Th6 camp at Chalons war-mot completed; the spring thaws had made the 
ground a sea of mud and reads wore practically ir,passable in the new camp 
area* The Division was faced with tho problem of housing the Division in 
a C&ssorne and tent area where housekeeping faoilities were either poor or 
lacking altogether! The area was cleaned up,.tents pitched, walks and roads 
fixed, latrine facilities built or improved, stoves, cots and other necessary 
equipment drawn and issued^ hard standing for motor parks built» The Divis­
ion was given four days to settle in its new area and complete all arrange­
ments for housekeeping*) At the end of this allotted time the camp'was in 
splendid condition and the Division ready to start training# 

Weather handicapped the movement of the Base echelon and supplies which 
were still in U.K. However, 500 plane loads finally arrived. The Maintenance 
Company .-cleaned an old warehouse and by tho 10th of March was fully set and 

- operating in the Chalons area. , 

« At 'this timo the stupendousness of the task ahead in preparing for an 
. Airborne operation on such short noticc was apparent. The Division had just 

• completed the most rigorous campaign the African Army had ever fought, 
casualties had been so heavy that some riflo companies had less than 40 men 

* ( of their original strength and some wore without officers® The Division was 
about 4000 officers and men tinderstrength. Tho loss of key personnel and 
specialists had been particularly heavy. Much equipment had been lost or 
turned in and the remainder was in need of complete overhaul. 

As reinforcements and men returning from the hospital arrived, an 
intensive training program was undertaken# Ranges were secured and fixed up, 
individual training particularly of specialists and key personnel was started 
immediately followed as soon as possible by small unit training. Large scale 
problems and Division CHC's were planned and carried out. All individuals 
were given familiarization firing, crews of crew-served weapons were picked 
and trained. Parachute exercises for each parachute regiment were drawn up 
and conducted. Two complete Divl*§lim CRL'* wgr-e- held. Experimental work in 
jumping from the now C*-46 was necessary when it was announced that one regi­
ment would have to use these airplanes# Gliders were obtained and new men 
given glider training. 

During this period equipment was drawn to replace losses. A complete 
^ show-down inspection was held for all equipment. All weapons were given a 

thorough inspection and overhaul. Motors of the entire Division were inspect­
ed and overhauled in tho unbelievably short time of 15 days. Combat loads of 

t ammunition weighing more than 400 tons were hauled and distributed. 

In the midst of this strenuous preparation it was decided to completely 
» reorganizse the division under new l/o1s# This involved the deactivation of one 

regiment and the consolidation of the personnel of two regiments into one# It 
*. also necessitated the withdrawal and reassignment of a large part of the indi­

vidual and organizational equipment and tho reassignment and retraining of 
individuals# A new..Parachute F-;eld Artillery Bpttalion was assigned to the 

t * ' division and arrived only 10 days prior to D-Day# This battalion had to be 
given, additional equipment and instructions to incorporate it into the division 

* artillery team# 
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During this entire period, planning for the operation had to be 
done concurrently* The planning, involving as it did, coordination with 
the Troop Carrier, Airforce (both American and British) Ground Forces, 
(American and British) and a highly coordinated plan for Field Artillery 
support, required the utmost care and energy on the part of all staffs# 
Not the least difficult part of the planning was the movement of the Div­
ision to 12 widely dispersed marshalling areas and the movement of the 
land tail of^approiciiuiltely STUOO vehicles to a concentration area just west 
of the Rhine over roads controlled by the British# 

Although the difficulties facing the Division at times seemed to be 
insurmountable the untiring work on' the part of the staffs and all echelons 
of command overcame in the short period of about six weeks the tremendous 
problems already enumerated and others too numerous to list. The Division 
was completely equipped^ fully trained and morale was at a peak. All move­
ments were accomplished on time, men were carefully and adequately briefed 
and went into the operation with a feeling of confidence. 

The ultimate success of the operation attested the thoroughness of 
the preparation and is a splendid commentary on the efficiency, energy, 
and devotion to duty of the staffs and commanders down to the lowest ech­
elon. It was to their credit that.operation "VARSITY" was the most success­
ful Airborne operation ever undertaken* 

;iitii 
W» M. MIIE-
Major General, U.S»A. 
Commanding 



II. REPORTS. 

A. Narrative. *. 

Planning. 
The mission of the Division in "VARSITY", was given to the Division on 

or about the 1st of March: 
"To drop during daylight on D-Day; seize, clear and secure the Division 
Area with priority to the high ground East of DIERSFORDT in the general 
area (1814V9 - 183443 - 191441), and the bridges over the ISSEL River 
from (253439) to (235458) (both inclusive); protect the right (South) 
flank of the Corps; establish contact with the 1st Commando Brigade, 
the 12th British Co..-ps and the 6th British Airborne Division. Object­
ives to be held e.t all costs." ' 

The plan was based upon the 507th Combat Team and an echelon of Division 
Headquarters drooping first in DZ-W followed by the 513th Combat Team drooping 
in DZ-E with the 194+<n Combat Team next in order in LZ-S, followed by the 
Special Units and Division Headquarters in LZ-N. 

In order to coordinate with the other units involved and higher head­
quarters, liaison officers were sent by the Division to the following units: 
1st Commando Brigade, 6th British Airborne Division, XVIII Airborne Corps, 
IX Troop Carrier Command. 

The division land echelon consisting of 2005 vehicles moved to the 
vicinity of Issum, Germany, under command of the "Assistant Division Commander. 
This movement was made according to plan and vehicles crossed the Rhine to 
the appointed release point. 

Movement to the marshalling areas began on the evening of 19 March. It 
was planned to have all troops in the marshalling area two days prior to Bs-Day. 
The movement was made to 12 airfields located in France. The construction 
of these areas at the airfields, the movement of troops and the billeting of 
the troops was worthy of note. The Service Forces charged with this mission 
did extremely fine and efficient work and should be commended for their part 
in making this operation a success. 

At each airfield briefing was conducted according to the SOP of First 
Allied Airborne Army. Joint briefings between pilots and members of the planes 
and glider pilots and members of gliders were held. In addition each plane 
and glider crew was briefed individually with the latest air photos available 
and flapH t.flhl bs. This briefing of glider pilots as well as members of th§, 
gliders proved extremely valuable. Individuals knew exactly what was expect­
ed of them and went rapidly about their business upon landing. The briefing 
created perfect teamwork between glider pilots and airborne troops. 

Definite missions were assigned to glider pilots. Pilots were to as­
semble in designated areas under their squadron commanders. Liaison officers 
were to report as soon as possible to the Division CP. It was planned to 
evacuate all glider pilots as soon after D plus 1 as the situation permitted. 

All equipment was loaded and checked on D-2 and D-l. 

Early on the morning of 24 March, the first element of parachute trooos, 
the 507th Combat Team took off, followed rapidly by the remainder of the 
Division. The entire column was two hours and eighteen minutes in length and 
consisted of 226 C-47's and 72 C-46's carrying parachute trooos, while 906 
gliders were towed by 610 C-47's. 

Operation. 
The departure of the 17th Airborne Division ran generally as scheduled 

.with last minute changes due to wind velocity so as to maintain correct times 
'over, the landing zones. At 0717 on the 24th of March, the first plane took off 
Weather and visibility were good. The air was rough for the first hour and 
one-half but was then smooth to the objectives. Visibility was reduced by a 
haze from the vicinity of the Maas River to the Rhine River. This haze deep­
ened over the objectives due to fires and smoke in the vicinity of the land­
ing areas. The weather did not affect the success of the operation. 
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The Division began landing as planned in the vicinity NE of Wesel, 
Germany, at 240950 March 1945 (for exact landing areas see Part IV C). 
The landings were carried out against heavy anti-aircraft fire. All 
serials received moderate to heavy 88mm and 20mm AA fire from the Rhine River 
to the landing zones. All serials also received S/A fire varying from light 
to hea-vy as they neared their objectives. The landings,- however, were general­
ly in the vicinity of the scheduled areas, 

The 507th CT, consisting of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment and 
the 464th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, began landing by parachute at 
240953 Jiarch 19A-5- The First Battalion, 507th, was the first to dro->. • This 
battalion dropped in an open field NW of Diersfordt, Germany, about 2500 yards 
north and 2000 yards west of their intended DZ. Part of this battalion, under 
the command of Colonel Raff, the regimental commander, assembled and advanced 
NE into the woods bordering the DZ and cleared out resistance consisting of 
several machine guns and infnntry in well dug-in oositions. A battery of five 
150mm artillery pieces was seen firing in the woods approximately 1500 yards 
N-.,r of the grouo. Although- this was hot in their assigned area, the grouo 
caotured the batter and personnel intact. This force then retraced its oatch 
and proceeded SE along the wester edge of the woods clearing the area as 
they went. 

This group killed aporoximately 55 enemy, wounded 40 And took 300 pri­
soners, including a full colonel. When they reached the vicinity of Diersfordt 
Gastel, contact was established with another part of the First Battalion, 
507th, which had landed in the same field but farther to the south. This 
group was assembled under the command of Major Smith and proceeded to clear 
the woods to the east of their landing area of dug-in infantry and several 
flak guns which at this time were being used against ground targets. The 
meeting of these two groups occurred at 1100. The majority of the First 
Battalion was now assembled and an immediate attack was launched against 
Diersfordt,"Germany, with Company A leading. Shortly after this attack was 
launched, elements of the Third Battalion, 507th, arrived. As this area was 
part of the Third Battalion objective, Colonel Raff ordered the First Battalion, 
less Company A, which was already committed, to proceed to their assigned 
position in regimental reserve, leaving the Third Battalion with Company A 
to proceed with the attack. The first Battalion, less Company A, arrived at 
their assigned area at 1400. 

The Third Battalion was dropped in DZ "W" as planned. This Battalion 
organized against resistance that was light in the center of the DZ varying 
to heavy at the north and south ends of the DZ. This battalion cleared the 
woods as it proceeded M11' Where it relieved the First Battalion of the attack 
on Diersfordt Castle. The battalion reduced the castle room by room and within 
an hour had occupied the largest part of it. Remaining resistance consisted 
of a large group of officers who were holding out in an isolated turret. In 
reducing this strongpoint, the battalion captured aporoximately 500 -prisoners 
including several higher ranking officers. Five tanks were also destroyed, 
two by recoilless 57mm AT guns attached to the First Battalion, two by heavy 
artillery and one by a Gammon grenade. 

The Second Battalion, 507th, drooped on the selected DZ "W", This 
battalion assembled ciuickly against machine gun, small arms and light artillery 
fire and advanced west and southwest to their objectives. The battalion had 
consolidated their positions b" 1100. At 1434,'patrols from Company F made 
contact with British assault battalions which had crossed the Rhine River. 

The 464th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion dropped in DZ "W" at 1008, 
They immediately came under small arms fire from areas adjacent to the DZ. 
This battalion set up three 50 caliber machine guns on the DZ and fired into 
the woods in an attempt to neutralize the enemy fire. Within a few minutes, 
of the drop, three howitzers were set up on the DZ and commenced direct fire 
on enemy emplacements in the vicinity. The artillery fires on the DZ were a 
large factor in neutralizing the enemy fires and demoralizing their forces.. * 
By 1200, the battalion had four howitzers operating in the previously selected 
positions'approximately 1500 yards NE of the DZ, Twelve field pieces had 
been dropped by the battalion. By 1300, nine of these were in action in the 
previously selected positions, trhree were damaged and parts were salvaged 
from these "to assemble the tenth howitzer shortly after 1300, 



The Regimental CP was established in its preselected position at 1250 
* .hours. At 1458, contact had been made with assault battalions of the British, 

the Second and Third Battalions had made contact with each other, the first 
'-^battalion was in preselected positions in Regimental reserve and the Field* 
^ Artillery Battalion was in'action with 10 field pieces. During the remainder 
. of the afternoon the regiment mopped up enemy resistance and consolidated 

*f » positions. One company of the first battalion left to furnish close in pro-
t tectioft :to the 464th Field Artillery Battalion, and another company was sent 

0 to clear.the woods north of the artillery positions. By the end of the day, 
. firm contact had been established throughout including contact with the 6th 
I British Airborne Division to the North and the British 1st Commando Brigade 
1 at 'Yesel. The 507th CT had taken all assigned objectives, captured approxi­

mately.1000 prisoners, destroyed five tanks, captured one armored car, 2 
personnel carriers and one jeep, ana had destroyed or captured several batterys 
of artillery. Casualties for the day were approximately 7,3$. 

The 513th CT consisting of the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment and 466th 
Parachute Field. Artillery Battalion, began landing by parachute At 241010 March, 
All of the 513th Parachute;Infantry Regiment was droooed off the 'planned DZ. 

• The actual DZ's were approximately 2500 yards northeast of the Planned ones, 
and were in the'zone of the British 6th Airborne Division. 

The First Battalion, 513th, dropped on the wrong DZ at approximately 1020 
and assembled against heavy;resistance v '-any of the key personnel of the 
battalion including the battalion commander, executive officer, S-3, adjutant, 
communication officer and assistant coiiHrrunication officer could not be im­
mediately located. All.troops on the DZ T*ere organized by Lt. Cosner, CO of 

* the battalion Headquarters Company. This force then moved south approximately 
'500 yards to the vicinity of (198475), At this point other elements of the 

* battalion joined the group and a perimiter defense was organized. At 1230, the 
• First'Battalion executive officer arrived and he'was followed shortly there-
: ..after by Colonel Coutts, the regimental commander', and the battalion commander 

of the Second Battalion. Each of these officers had large groups of men and 
' t' Colonel Coutts reorganized the regiment at this time, putting Captain Ivy, 
.Regimental S-2,ln command of the First Battalion. The First Battalion advanced 
SE at 1330 clearing the area as they went to their assigned area in regimental 
reserve in the vicinity of (208458). 

Ji The Second Battalion, 513th, dropped at 241010 March on the wrong DZ and 
also assembled against heavy small arms fire, The Battalion was formed and re­
organized as a battalion within 30.minutes after the drop. The Second Battalion 
cleared the DZ of.enemy and advanced SE toward the planned assembly area. As 
,it advanced SE heavy enemy resistance was encountered. On several occasions 
this resistance required considerable maneuvering to overcome it. The battalion 
succeeded in overcoming the resistance and reached the designated assembly area. 
However, the drop on the wrong DZ-plus the heavy resistance encountered on the 
route to the planned assembly area had cost considerable time. The battalion 
found on arrivel at the assembly area that it had. been cleared and immediately-
pushed on toward its objective along the western edge of the woods U cf 
Diersfordt. After leaving the assembly area, the battalion met only light 
resistance and proceeded rapidly toward its objective. The First Battalion, 

t 507th Prcht Inf Regt, had landed on the wrong DZ and had already cleared the 
final objective of the Second Battalion, so as darkness fell, this battalion 
consolidated just E of its final objective and patrolled to the final objective; 

The Third Battalion, 513th, drooped on the same DZ as did the rest of the' 
regiment. The battalion met heavy resistance on the DZ and assembled into 

*'_ three main groups. The first group believing it had drooped on the correct DZ • 
move NE for aporoximately 10 minuts&efore orienting itself on the town of 
Hammiriklen. It then changed direction to SE and arrived at the battalion 

* = assembly,area at 1330. Group number two also moved in a northeasterly directior. 
initially before orienting itself. After proceeding a short distance, the 

» officer in charge halted the group, set UP a perimiter defense and conducted 
a reconnaissance during which he oriented himself. This group then proceeded 
in a southeaster direction clearing the enemy as it went and arrived at the 

- battalion assembly area at 1530. Group number three obtained their correct 
* location immediately from a PW and proceeded directly to the assembly area 



arriving there at 1300. The first and third groups of the Battalion cleared, 
the northern part of the assembly area shortly after arrival. When group 
three arrived completing the assembly of the battalion the battalion cleared 
the remainder of the area. The battalion had occupied its objective and set 
up a defensive position according to plan by 1630 and had contacted the 194th 
Gli Inf on its right(S) and the British 6th Abn Div on its left (N)by 1700. 

The 466th Prcht FA Bn began landing at 241025. This battalion should 
have been dropped in DZX along with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt. However the 
513 was dropped 25CO yards N£ and the 466th was dropped on the correct DZX. 
As the 466th landsd the LZ was completely swept by enemy fire of all descript­
ion(10 76mm guns were captured on the DZ)c The battalion succeded in over­
coming this resistence and assembling some of its howitzers within 30 minutes. 
Targets of opportunity around the DZ were immediately engaged by direct fire. 
Direct lay fire was' also"necessary to enable the battalion to reach its firing 
positions. In spite of this heavy resistance and the fact that many key men 
were missing (all of the officers of one battery were killed or wounded before 
leaving the DZ), the battalion assembled and reached its planned firing posit­
ions and was supoorting the 513th Prcht Inf Regt by 12C0. By 1500 the battal­
ion had 13 howitzers in position. During the day the battalion captured 320 
PW's, 18 machine guns, '8 20mm AA pieces, 10 76mm artillery pieces and killed 
approximately 50 Germans. 

The 513th CT after dropping some 2500.yards off their,planned DZ's 
cleared their DZ area, advanced by battalions to their assigned assembly areas 
and cleared the routes as they advanced. In some cases particularly the 2d 
Bn, this involved consecutive attacks against series of enemy strong points. 
In spite of the time lost in the above action the regiment had taken all of 
its objectives. At the end of the oeriod the second battalion was oartiaily 
occupying its objective which had been previously cleared by the 1st Battalion 
507th Prcht Inf. During the day the regiment captured aooroxiraately 1152 PW's 
and destroyed two tanks, one SP gun and 2 88mm batteries. 

The 194th CT, composed of the 194th Gli Inf Regt and the 681st Gli FA 
Bn began landing at 1030 in CG4A gliders that had been double towed. The CT 
landed on the previously selected areas except for a small percentage of 
gliders from each serial* No serial missed the prescribed landing zone, 

1st battalion 194th landed in the correct landing zones exceot for a 
small percentage of gliders that were scattered. The battalion was able to 
orient itself immediately and assembled rapidly. The battalion immediately^ 
moved northwest from the landing areas toward their objectives, with A Co' 
on the East and C Co on the West leading. The route of the battalion lay,' 
generally through areas in which other gliders of the regiment had landed ' 
and the battalion occupied objectives by 1400, with the exception of C Co. 
C Co on the left met very stiff resistance in territory that had not been 
cleared and they were forced to fight their way toward their assembly area 
and objective. 

The second battalion 194 landed in the correct zone with about 90$ of 
their gliders. A few gliders landed on the east side of the Issel Canal. 
The gliders were well grouped and this enabled the companies to move off as 
groups soon after the fire fights on the landing zones were successfully com­
pleted, The heavy weapons and AT platoons were able to supoort the rifle 
companies almost immediately according to predetermined plans. Within 45 
minutes after*landing the battalion had overcome initial resistance in the 
landing areas, had assembled sufficient oersonnel to function as a unit and 
was on the move toward their objective. At that trie the battalion had estab­
lished communications with all companies. By 1230 Co E in battalion reserve 
had reached its assembly area and. the battalion CP was in operation. The 
battalion knocked out two tanks with bazooka fire enroute to its objective. 
The battalion seized all objectives and repulsed four enemy counterattacks 
knocking out two more tanks and damaging one, 



« . The third battalioni 194J also l*uided against heavy flak and small arms 
1-» fire. This battalion had heavy initial losses due to flak and enemy action 
• .on the landing zonesI The battalion organized into small groups overcame 
v 'the resistance-on the landing zones and assembled as-;they moved toward the 

assembly area. The battalion had reached their objectives and;organized them 
* '.by 1600. .The battalion was initially in reserve and conducted extensive 
(y patrolling from its reserve positions contacted t;he 507th Prcht Inf Regt to 

the westj the 513th Prcht Inf Regt to the North(3d Bn) and the 1st Commando 
Brigade (Br) to the South., > 

I ,• '" 

/ The 194th C-li Inf Regt ted cleared their landing zones and was 75$ 
assembled and under the control of the Regimental Commander by 1200. The 
regiment attained all its initial objectives within two'hours after landing* 
During the day the regiment captured 1150 PW's, 4 155MB, 2 150mm,4 105mm, 
11 88mm, 2 76mm, 9 ?i> ;̂ and 10 20mm guns and destroyed or captured 2 flak 
wagons, 5 SP guns and 10 tanks.' 

The 681st Gli FA Bn fought its way off the LZs and into its previously 
selected firing positions; Calls for fire were received while Battery A was 
enroute to its faring area and this battery immediately went into hasty firing 
positions besides the road and fired in support of the 194th Gli Inf, At 
1400 this battery proceeded to its planned firing positions. 

The battalion landing zones were underfire from S/A's and 88mm guns 
emplaced around ths fields. Upon landing 75mm pack howitzers were put into 
action beside the gliders and direct fire was delivered on buildings and other 
enemy positions. 

, By 1600 tie battalion had 10 pieces operating out of a total of 12 brought 
„ in. The Command Post and fire direction center*were set up and all wire and 

radio nets were operating to Division Artillery, the 194th CP and both firing 
"batteries by 1400. Radio communication was in to the Artillery on the West bank 

* ^ of the Rhine and they were firing support missions by 1300. 

* At approximately 1900, 100 glider pilots were attached to the battalion 
and a perimeter defence was organized around the battalion position so as to 
give maximum protection to the West flank. 

At 2200 the enemy counterattacked the West flank of tl~e battalion with 
infantry and tank, A heavy fire fight developed and one tank was destroyed 
before the enemy withdrew. 

The 139th Abn Eng Bn began landing from gliders on LZ-N at 1200, and 
met heavy anti-aircraft fire and ground fire on tne landing zone. The battal­
ion landed in two serials 7 minutes apart on the same landing zone. Gliders 
were widely dispursed on landing and assembly was initially by squad and two 
squad groups. These groups cleared the landing zones and worked their way 
to their designated areas. By 1730 the battalion had taken all of its object­
ives and:had consolidated in position. During the day 83 Germans were killed 
or wounded and 315 captured along with an entire battery of 105 artillery with 
all of its transporation and equipment. 

The 680th Gli FA Bn (105 Howitzers-) began landing west of the Rhine at 
v 241140. Aoproximately 50% of the gliders landed In the g.nr^s anrf all 

gliders landed in an area of 4000 meters square near the"center of the Division 
sector. All elements were subjected to enemy small arms, machine gun, mortar 

^, and artillery fire immediately after landing. The battalion cleared its 
* landing area although enemy fire was so intense that approximately 40 gliders 

4 were destroyed on the ground after landing. Firing during this initial phase 
, * , consisted of direct lay on enemy strong points and artillery pieces, with some 

guns engaging the enemy within 5 minutes after landing. By 1245 about of| 
" ^ the battalion had.assembled and 6 oieces were laid and ready to fire in the 
' vicinity of coordinates 225447(sheet 4305). The battalion CP was established 

* with a complete wire net operating at 1345. By 1700,9 howitzers were in 
|position and 900 rounds of ammunition had been»assembled. 

-5-



During the day the battalion captured 2 enemy 105mm batteries and one 
155 battery which had been deserted* il5 PW,1 s;were taken and an estimated 50 
enemy killed. 

Division Artillery Hq & Hq.Battery was divided into a oarachute and a 
glider element for the operation. The oarachute element landed in DZ-X at 
241025. This element forged their way off the DZ and established a temporary 
CP at 206450. The glider element landed in LZ-N at 241216. Both elements 
encountered heavy flak and MG fire. The 2d elements joined at the temporary . 
CP at 1530. Hq & Hq Battery displaced to the Division CP after dark. 

The division artillery net ooened immediately after landing. Wire nets 
were completed to all battalions at 251030. Control with supporting artillery 
West of the Rhine was maintained by radio from 241300. 

The mission of the 17th Abn Division vsas to seize, clear and secure the 
division area with priority to the high ground just E of DIERSF0RDT, and the 
bridges over the ISSEL R from (253439) to (235458)(both incls), protect the 
right flank'(S) of Corps, establish contact with 1st Commando Brigade (British) 
NE of WESEL, with the 15th Division (Scottish) and with the 6th Airborne Div­
ision (British) on the left (N), 

The division mission was accomplished in every particular within a few 
hours after landing. It was accomplished in the face of hervy flak and heavy 
initial resistance on and around the lariding areas by enemy troops who had 
been ordered to sleep at their gun positions the.preceeding night. 

The operation was characterized bv the rapid assembly of troops and the 
rapid and effective establishment of communications and control throughout 
the division. 

The division mission was accomplished almost exactly as olanned and with 
very few casualties considering the nature of the mission and the opposition. 
The high degree of communication and control permitted intelligent controlled 
compliance with all plans. . 



B« Reports of General Staff., 

1. G-l. v-,-' ' 

Planning, 

This ohase began'to aporonch final stages about two weeks orior to D-day, 
A visit to Ninth Army, our administration channel, in company of the Division 
A.G.j cleared up many points of difference from the normal routine and Saved 
the way for smooth relations during the heat of operation, 

G-l reports were all called for as of 2400 to be submitted by 1300 the 
following day; - This was designed to give the units a maximum of time for ore*-, 
paration and checking, give the Staff Section time for consolidation, and re­
quire the minimum of effort on delivery of such rsoorts. The daily ohone in 
Estimated Loss Report oeriod was established as from 1800 to 1800 hours. 'By 
so doing, it was conteraolated that units would have a maximum of time to pre­
pare such a report,with a high degree of accuracy, yet incorporating most of 
the personnel changes. All reoorts were required to be in by the deadline in v 
each case even if messenger had to be used. 

The collect"ng point for the dead was selected to coordinate with the•• ~ 
Quartermaster activities, and was ctesignated at a ooint on one side of the re-, 
supoly drop area. By so doing, the Quartermaster personnel could all operate 
in the same locality affording greatest degree of protection, and suooly trans­
portation could be utilized for hauling in the bodies. Furthermore, the loc­
ation was adjacent to and readily accessible to a proposed bridge at Wesel: 
and lastly, should temporary burial be necessary, ample space was available 
for a cemetery. 

The Prisoner of War collecting point was designated near the burial collect 
ing point with the view to using prisoner labor should a temporary cemetery be­
come necessary. Fux-thermore, its location was aporoximately central in the area 
and was close to a proposed bridge at Wesel. 

' ' • ' , • ., 

Personnel of the section was divided into a glider-borne and an overland 
group. The glider-borne grouo was composed of the G-l, the Master Sergeant, 
Operation? Sergeant, and two clerks. No transportation was planned to be taken. 
Only very limited equipment was to be taken since a join-up by overland forces , 
was contemplated early. 

It was felt that initially the Division Chaolain could be of greatest ass­
istance at the Division Medical Clearing Station. The final plan dictated his 
entry into the area by glider with the Medical Comoany. His clerk with driver 
and transportation were, to come overltnd and join him with the other land ele­
ments. . 

The Red Cross oersonnel with emergency personal sullies were Planned to 
arrive in the overland echelon. 

Operation. 

Landing by glider was made D-Day about 1220 hours. M/Sgt McAferty was lost 
evacuated wounded, in the landing. The balance of the section particioated in ! 
the fire fight to gain the proposed CP location,. The CP was opened in that 
location about 1600 D-Day. The overland group of the G-l Section with the Ass­
istant G-l, two clerks and two vehicles with drivers arrived on the afternoon 
of E/2. 

Due to heavy fighting and local mopoing up operations, only two reports 
were received during the first evening. One came from a regiment and the other 
from Signal Company. By the evening of D/l, all units had submitted a report 
and the first report to higher headquarters was compiled and phoned in on'the 
liorning of D/2. D/2 produced the first report whichms felt to be reasonably 
accurate. 



The Quartermaster and supply installations were established at the NW cor­
ner of8 the resupply drop atea (DZ W) rather than the SE corner as planned. 
Therefore; the Graves Registration Collecting Point was established in that 
area also# to coincide with the plan of keeping the two together. No bodies 
were deceived frofli units D-Day. D/l found all units evacuating to the new loc­
ation. This same day, decision was made tostart temporary burials E/2. How­
ever, directives later in the evening, establishing priorities for D/2 assured 
movement of the bodies back across the river and no temporary burials were 
necessary. . . ' ' 

Hundreds of prisoners were caitured the first day and hundreds more daily 
thereafter. The PW collecting point of one of the regiments was near the sup­
ply and burial installations. This one was taken over by the Division Provost 
Marshall and designated as the Division Collecting Point. First evacuation to 
the British Second Array collecting ooint was made D/l, • t . 

The Chaplain came in by glider with the Division Medical Company and work­
ed at that location as planned. 

The Red Cross went in overland, joined the airborne group on the afternoon 
of D-Day and began immediately dispensing needed'articles to the men of one of 
the regiments. On D/l and 2, all units of the division were visited by one of 
the representatives. , 

Conclusions and Recommendations: 

The report system as set up is workable and practical. It shoud be con­
tinued as set up unless changes in requirements for informtion become necessary 

In an operation where a join-up cf friendly forces is iminent by E/l, the 
value of the G-l and section in the airborne echelon is doubtful. Recommend 
that in such an operation, they join with the overland column. Where the, join-
up with overland echelon is doubtful by Dl, this section definitely should come, 
in airborne, • ; ' ' 

The division chaolain can be of the greatest value at the Division Medical 
Clearing Station and should corfte in airborne to operate at that location. 

Total Battle Casualties for operation "VARSITY" ending 2400, 25 March 1945 

Officers EM Total 
KIA 41 352 393 
WIA 80 754 834 
MIA ft 80 80 

Total 121 1186 1307 

Total Non-Battle Casualties for Operation "VARSITY" ending 2400, 26 March 
1945: 

> * ' 

Officers EM Total 
2 28 30 -

'Total German Prisoners of War captured during operation "VARSITY" ending 
2400, 26 March 1945: 3,341. • 

2. G—2,' 

General. ' ' . 

The initial action by the G-2 section was to accumulate and evaluate such 
material as was on hand concerning the proposed area, A considerable amount of 
background information was available, and lacking maos and photographs at this 
time, a careful study was made of the population, terrain in.general, and known 
fortifications in the entire area, 
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On 24 February- a supply of maps, a limited supply of photographs (mosaics) 
w§re received along with considerable additional intelligence information"of 

'varying value. Atthis time the exact area of operation was undetermined, howeve: 
-with the receipt of the Corps overlay early in March this area was definitely 
^fixed and a detailed study could be made. 

• March 10, was the date set for publication of the Intelligence Annex for 
^"operation "VARSITY:l. and <ieta?.Ied'studies were made of defenses, terrain, weather, 
fortifications, roads and bridges, and enemy Order of Battle. A supplemental 
Annex was published on .16 March; containing additional information and thereafter 

^Periodic Bulletins were publiehsd with current information. 

At the marshalling area a, large operation tent was maintained containing the 
Division War Room-for staff use, and anothersection for distribution of mans, 
photos, documents, etc. Duriijg the three day period'in the marshalling areas 
a large volume of material was distributed to the units and two separate intel­
ligence reports were published,. Because of the rapidly changing-enemy situation 
and difficulty of positive icsatification was necessary to carefully evaluate 
enemy defenses and continually revise previous estimates. 

Problems arising and Methods of Solution. 

* Security. - It is thought that the security on operation "VARSITY" left mueh 
to be desired. From all indications many of the violations were on a very high 
level. Soldiers of this division were given information while visiting higher 
headquarters as drivers or messengers, and even in the United Statesradio an­
nouncements were made prior to the operation giving units and plans in a general 
way, • 

Extreme efforts were made to prevent local security violations, despite' the 
difficulties involved caused by the close association with French personnel. It 
JH&S inevitable that when troops suddenly disappear from a small town a consider— 
"able amount of question is raised. Every effort was made to conceal the nature 
of the unit in its movements and to prevent leakage of information as to specific 
cjate and place of the operation. Use of 12 separate airfields presented a_ sec.-
urity problem, but in general security was good. Unit war rooms and unit security 
was generally good. Communications security was fairly good, and no evidence of 
overt acts of espionage were present. 

Top Secret Control. - Responsibility for TS Control was left entirely with 
G-2 and all documents regardless of source were processed through the TS Control 
Section of the G-2 Office. This system worked out very well, but beeause of 
limited facilities imposed a great burden during rush period. 

Photo and Map Coverage. - Was slow in being distributed during the planning 
phase of the operation. A large volume of Dhotos and maps were^received but only 
a small percentage actually witBtin areas desired. It is believed that this diffi­
culty was caused by lack of clear delineation of channels. Approaching D-Day the 
photo and map coverage improved considerably. 

Enemy Information. - Because of the peculiar nature of the operation and 
^preceding action, accurate information of the enemy was difficult to obtain. 
After enemy forces were driven out of'Wesel pocket and east of the Rhine direct 
contact was lost for a number of days, and during this peripd little accurate , * 

4 information on enemy intentions or dispositions was received. 

Recommendations: 

It is recommended that more stringent security measures be envoked in the 
future (VIZ). 



(1) Strict press and radio censorship prior to operation. 

(2) Less non-essential liaison and observers prior to operation. 

That Top Secret Control be handled by Adjutant General's Staff under dir­
ection of Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, This is the prescribed method used by 
higher headquarters. 

h 
Planning. 

On or about February 6, 1945, while engaged in combat along the Our River 
near Clerveaux G-2 and G-3 were ordered to the Headquarters of the First Allied 
Airborne Army at Maiscn la Fitte near Paris. While there they were briefed on 
the general plan for ooeration "VARSITY". Certain basic details such as the 
troops who would pax-ticionte, the number of olanes and gliders necessary to lift 
the division and the availability of troop carrier air fields on the continent 
were discussed. It was announced at this time that the 17th Airborne Division 
would be ordered out of the line in a few days and sent back to Chalons sur Mame 
to prepare for this operation which was to take place in about six weeks. .... .. 

Orders were later received by division for its relief and the movement ,to 
Chalons sur Maine began on February 10th. The last elements closed in Chalons 
on February 14th. 

The division was given a period of about one week in which to rest, prepare 
the tent camp area, clean up equipment and clothing and conduct show down in­
spections. During this time a training directive was published ordering: 

(1) Reorganization of the division under new T/0 and T/E 71# 16 Dec 1944* 
The major change underthis new T/0 was the disbandment of the 193rd Glider 
Infantry Regiment and the reorganization of the 194th Glider Infantry Regiment ' 
with 3 battalions; the reorganization of Glider Field A tillery Battalions with 
3 firing batteries; the conversion of 6£Dth Glider FA Battalion to a 105mm 
Jjowitzer battalion; £fie addition of a tnird squadTEo the rifle platoons of para­
chute infantx^regiments and the addition of another parachute field artillery 
battalion, the 4&fth Parachute FA Battalion. 

(2) The training of reinforcements, 

(3) Airborne training to include: 

Glider pay rides. 
Basic glider training in familiarization with CG4A glider and 
knots and lashings. 
Door practice for parachute elements. 
Tactical glider and parachute drops to assimilate as nearly as 
oossible conditions, expected in operation "VARSITY,,# 
CPX's to test radio link and other communications as anticipated 
for coming operation. 
Familiarization firing with all weapons to include the new 
recoilless type 57mm and 75nm guns,. 
The training of 513th Parachute Infantry to familiarize them with 
the C-46 plane and the jumping of all men of this regiment frcm 
this plane. 

This training program was carried out and continued until the time of the 
operation. 
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Orders and directives for the operation were issued from time to time by 
XVIII Corps (Airborne) at Epernay. Close liaison between division and corps 

,w4s maintained by liaison and staff officers. 

' A conference was held by CG, IX TCC at IX TCC Headquarters near St. Germain, 
'France. At this conference training and operational requirements for planes and . 
gliders were discussed and schedules set up.-'' 
- * * i 

* As Allied Forces moved rapidly toward the Rhine River, necessity for an 
early airborne operation became evident. D-Day was therefore advanced to March 

.-24th. - , 
* 

Liaison officers were sent to First Allied Airborne Army and IX Troop Carrier 
Command, 6th British Airborne Division, 1st British Commando Brigade and 15th _ 
Scottish Division, The last three liaison officers went into the operation with 
the units to which they were attached and continued to maintain liaison during 
the operation. 

As soon as the definite mission ms received from corps a study was made of 
possible EZ'z arid DZ's. One DZ was selected for each parachute combat team and 
two LZ's were selected for gliders, A saturation of approximately 5056 was nece­
ssary in both LZ's. 

Because it was impossible to lift the entire division with the allotted -Air­
craft it was necessary to select the troops and allot units their quota of planes 
and gliders, 

.. • * < ^ b 

A decision then had to be made oh the order in which troops were to be 
b r o u g h t  i n  a i r b o r n e .  M i s s i o n s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  u n i t s  a n d  a n  a i r  m o v e m e n t  t a b l e  V ,  
drawn up. \ 

Plans were made for the attachment of ground units which were to come across 
* the Rhine River and lastly a plan was made for extended ground action after D-Day, 

, Marshalling* 
» ' , ' ' 

The division moved to the marshalling areas by train and by motor beginning 
D-4. The land tail moved by motor on D-3 to Issum, Germany, on the west bank of 
the Rhine, \ 

While in the marshalling areas {12 airfields in France) communications was 
maintained by TWX, telephone, C-47's, L4fs and Jeep messenger service. 

• " f.. ' 

The G—3 Section was divided for the operation in three echelons: Parachute, 
glider and land tail. 

Operations. 

One casualty was sustained in the G-3 Section during the operation, Pfc 
Herron was killed by enemy small arms fire immediately upon landing by glider, 

t The Glider Echelon of the G-3 Section assembled with the remainder of the 
^Division Headquarters glider echelon and moved to the Division CP, Later on D-Day 
they were joined at the CP by the parachute elements of the G-3 Section. On 
r/3 the land tail arrived. 

' * • '' • x • »• 

fconclusions. 

1, The mission assigned this division for "VARSITY" was an excellent airborne 
Mssion, 

2. The time allowed for training and planning'was adequate. 

\?«),*The morale of the divisionwas at*its highest peak for the operation, 

.-^Tfte division vas well equipped and well supported. 

. 5. The planning of units was sound and thorough. 

6. All men were properly briefed. 

I 



7. Glider pilots were properly used and well briefed... . 

Recommendations. 

1. A better communications system should be established between marshalling 
areas." ••. ... . 

9 ' 

2, Recoilless rifles should be included in the T/E of an airborne division. 

iti—Sdks. 

General. 

In operation "VffiSITY", functions of supply and evacuation were grouped in -• 
three phases, first, the'period of-planning and refitting extending from 12 
February to 18 March (B-6), second, the period of concentrating in the marshall­
ing areas extending from 18 March to 24 March (D~6 to D-Day), and third, the 
period of operation extending from 24 March through 26 March(D-Day to 13/2). 

More specific data may be-found in the sections covered by Ordnance, 
Quartermaster, Signal, Medical, Engineer and CWS sections. 

Planning. • 

Immediately after arrival of the division in the Chalons sur Marne area 
showdown inspections were held for all units. New Tables of Organization and 
Equipment had just'been authorized the division*and itmas necessary to reallocate 
existing equipment, particularly motor vehicles, within units of the division. 
This orocess was facilitated b" the enlarged 194th Glider Infantry Regiment 
taking over initially all equipment of the 193rd Glider Infantry, which was de­
activated in accordance with the new T/0 and E. . 

Requisitions to cover shortages were prepared by the Division 8upply Officer 
and submitted to XVIII Corps Airborne which forwarded them direct to Comm Zone. 
High priority was given the re-equipment process and much of the material was 
delivered to the Division issuing depot. Refitting for the operation had been 
completed within one month fromthe date the Division closed in Chalons sur . .i-
Mame. During this period all armament and motor vehicles were inspected and 
repaired, the Division Air Force equipment and personnel were flown to Chalons • 
from the United Kingdom, and arrangements were made-to expedite the arrival and 
final equipping of the 464th Parachute FA Battalion, newly on the continent from 
the United States.and newly assigned to the division. 

Non T/E equipment and supplies required for the operation were secured 
doncurrently with items of T/E equipment - some of this equipment was made by.; .x. 
the 17th Parachute Maintenance Company. Equipment that was non T/E and had to 
be procured or made consisted of British leg bags, recoilless rifles, loading •''.... 
and lashijng rope, yellowflorescent handkerchiefs(for identification), BAR 
containers, machine guns, cal.30 MI9I9A6 and hand grenades. 

Specifications for a suitable marshalling area camp were furnished by the 
Division to.XVIII Airborne Corps and.First Allied Airborne Army on 26 February:, 
The latter headquarters constructed thirteen camps scattered throughout four 
Base Sections. The capacity of each camp was 1200 with the exception of the 
camp where the C-46's were to depart which had a capacity of 2600, All camps 
were substantially completed by l5 March and were in operating condition when 
the Division troops'-began arriving on 21 March. During this operation the 
Division provided four liaison officers one with each Base Section Headquarters, 
These liaison officers provided the only close coordination between the units 
building the camps and-the Division. 



A. transportation corps officer from Ox,se Base Section reported to the 
division,on 8 March, This officer acted as coordinator between division and 
*Oise B ase Section arid worked out the many details associated,with a combined 
*r,ail and motor movement from the base camp to the marshalling areas, 

, . During the first two weeks of March, units.prepared areas within their 
.respective Base camps for storage of individual clothing and baggage to remain 
*with the Base Echelon, A transportation pool was arranged for this echelon by 
having each unit leave one 1/4 ton truck and a trailer at Base and haying each 

v»regiment arid Division Artillery leave one 2 1/2 ton truck. In addition the. 
iDivision Quartermaster and the Parachute Maintenance Company provided seven 
2 1/2 ton trucks and five 1/4ton trucks and trailers. 

Road clearances and routes were established for the Overland Echelon which 
was to concentrate west of the Rhine River in the vicinity of Issum, Germany, 
For this echelon it was necessary to-provide thirty 2 1/2 ton trucks from 
sources outside the division,, The 2,005 vehicles involuted in the movement,of 
the Overland Echelpn used two routes and covered the 246 miles without any over­
night halt,' 

The planning phase for operation "VARSITY" progressed from day to day as 
reflected by the various activities, initially and principally with XVIII Airborne 
Corps and subsequently more detailed arrangements with outside headquarters. 
Arrangements were made with F^rst Allied Airbomae Army in regard to air resupoly 
on D-14,.and subsequently the G-4 Section inspected supplies being prepared at 
the resupply airstrips.for the operation. TheDivision G-4 conferred toith G-4 
of Ninth Array on ground resupply arrangements on D-12. • 

The general plan for supply and evacuation for the operation called for all 
classes of supplies sufficeint for a minimum of one day to be carried by air as 
basic unit loads,. Immediately following the air lifts of the division a resupoly 
mission consisting of 270 tons of all classes of suooly (enough for one day)was 
to be flown by B-24 bombers based in the United Kingdom, An sutomatic resupoly 
mission of 540tons of all classes of supply wai scheduled for D/l. Further 
it«ms to be delivered by air were to be requested by division through XVIII 

,Airborne Corps to First Allied Airborne Army who would be responsible for pro­
curing them, preparing them for aerial delivery and drooping them into the DZ's, 
DZ's were'to be marked by pathfinder personnel," All aorial resupoly subsequent. 
to D/l was to be uoon radio request,by division, and sufficient material was 
prepared at the resupoly air strips (there were three on the continent) to 
sustain the division for nine days of operation. 

Additional supolie5 and replacement items of critical equipment, particu­
larly radios anil crew served weapons, were carried in the Overland Echelon, 
Ground resupoly arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established a dump 
west of the Rhine River for this purpose. This dump consisted of all classes 
of supplies and was to be maintained at three days operating level until normal 
bridge traffic across the river was established,- -

f r  . . . . .  •
f . . * • . 

* A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company OUKW's, augmented by 27 additional 
4 DUKW's was provided the division for the movement of supplies across the river 
until bridges were established. These DUKW's also provided an additional means 
of resupply should the air resupply mission fail or bridging operations be un­

successful, ' . 

Because of the restriction on the number of gliders available for the oper­
ation, the bulk of the division supply personnel and equipment was in the overland 
echelon, • 

In order to provide the necessary labor to carry out the division's part of 
the supply plan, one platoon from a'Quartermaster Service Company was attached 
to the division; Ninth Army was to operate the supply dump on the west bank of 
the i ine River, the division was to opierafcfe'all"dumps on the east bank of the 
River, 



As a special meas ure to expedite the reoovory of AirForce Equipment 
three officers and 57men from the Division Prcht Maintenance Co were to jump 
with the 507th CT* These men were to be reinforced by 1 officer and 47 men *" 
after contact with the.ground echelon was established* 

Medical service and supply was to be furnished the Division Medical Co 
which was to go in airborne and be prepared to hold all casualties for 48 hrs 
if necessary* Two surgical teams were attached to the TIedical Co for the 
operation. Back up on the west jfcnk of the Rhine was to be provided initially 
by one platoon from an Army Clearing Co, this platoon was then to ferry. 
across the Rhine on d/ 1* Six DUJOT's were set aside to move casualties to 
evacuation hospitals on the west ]jank of the river* 

priorities were established for vehicles in the Overland Echelon to 
oross the river. The general plap, on the priorities was for the tactical units 
transportation and organic ambulances plus a few control vehicles for Division 
Supply officers to cross first followed by heavy transportation of Division 
Service Organizations* An attached tank battalion and attached TD battalion 
were also given high priority but their crossing depended upon heavy river 
craft and heavy capacity bridges ̂ eing available* 

Marshalling Areas 

' Uhits began to shift supplies and equipment to the marshalling areas oh 
D-6* This left only individual equipment to be oarried on the transportation 
moving the troops* Division Air1 force equipment and necessary rigger p,erSon­
ne1 were also moved to the departure fields at this tinie* This work was com­
pleted by D-6 using only organic transportation* 

The rail movement tri the fflfiliahailing area began on D-4 and advance par­
ties departed by motor at the sairie time* Coram Zone vehicles were used to 
carry troops to the entraining points and thtn used to transport other troops 
to two nearby airfields* All troops had closed in the marshalling areas early 
in the afternoon of D-3* Transportation from detraining points to the various 
marshalling areas was also furnished by Comm. Zone* Comm Zone also manned the _ 
marshalling areas, ran the messes, furnished the quarters and. provided medical 
servico*- Every effort was m ade to give the men as amny comforts as possible* 

During the three days- in the marshalling areas it was.necessary to fill 
snail last minute shortages in equipment and supplies* Comm Zone Ordnance 
repair parties made some minor repairs to individual weapons. 

The Division Land Uchelon under-the Command of the Assistant Division 
Commander.left base camp the morning of D-3and closed in its appointed assem­
bly.area at 0400 of D-2 with no major difficulties encountered# 

Operatiqns 

0a D Day the Division Supply personnel traveling by glider oamo into the 
area, of operations with only minor losses; however, some supply gliders were 
not located until late that day* 

The airborne medical personnel sustained a substantial loss when mem­
bers of one surgical team became casualties upon landing due to enemy action# 
This threw a very heavy burden on the remaining surgical team* 

The air re supply mission, which was flown as scheduled, was approximately 
75$ effective* Some bundles were released very close to the ground-while 
others were scattered* The later was brought about in part by the inability 
of the pathfinder personnel, who were to mark the resupply DZ, to reach the 
field in time* This personnel jumpod with a battalion of CT 507* This bat­
talion was droppod to the north of its DZ* The pathfinders could not work 
down to DZ W (the DZ for this battalion and the resupply) until and interven­
ing wooded area was cleared of the enemy* 



Supplies via DUWS began crossing tho Rhine by 1700 D Day# Based on 
Qbactical roasons# higher headquarters concolled the air rasupply scheduled' 
for D/l» This required a shifting in the loading plan for the DIIKWS and a 
change in their traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly aa pos­
sible. It also required the establishment of supply dumps nearer tho east bank 
of the river (originally it was planned to consolidate these dumps with thoso. 
established for air resupply in tho vicinity of the resupply DZ)» 

By daylight Dpi DUETTS were transporting supplies over the river in quan­
tities more than sufficient to support the current operation. DUKWS wore per­
mitted to used the birdge„ which expedited their movement materially. ' 

Tho platoon from the Army Clearing Co established a station on the east 
bank of the Rhine ,prior>tc neon d/1. to which casualties from the Division. 
Clearing Station were evacuated in Division ambulances.. Array ambulances and 
DUKOTS were used to move casualties to the evacuation hospitals on the west 
bank of tho river, 

Vehiclos of the Overland Tail were crossing the river at such rato as to 
put them in advance of their schedule early on D/1. On d/2 all. vehicles roach-
od the oast bank of the Rhine. 

Personnel from the 17th Prcht Maintenance Co began their sal-frag© of AAF 
equipment on D Day® In spite of their efforts, only a. small part of this 
equipment either undamaged or damaged was eventually recovered. 

'' ' . - > ' * • 

By noon of D/2. operation of medical servic© iras normal for Allied porson-
nel «* by-midnight D/2 all wounded^Gerimn prisonera had been cariod back across 
the river. Thus medical evacuation had become normal. *: ; ' 

By 2400 d/2 Supply dumps Classes I - III - V had been built up to tho 
point whore thoy could support throe days' operation* Sufficient Class II and 
IV items were on hand in the vehicles of the Overland Tail to provide for 
unit needs until normal cross - river traffic could bo established* • 



D» Bivision Artillery Report# 

Planning* •• V' 

a» The mission of the 17th Airborne Division and goneral plahnof the Division 
Commander was given to the Division Artillery Commander on about 20 February 
1945# At that time it was tentatively decided that: 

(1) Initially, 466th Prcht FA Bn attached to 5l3th CTi 680th.Gli FA Bn attach­
ed to 507th CT, and 681st Gli FA Bn attachod to 194th CT". - ' 

(2) In event an additional parachute field artillery battalion was assigned 
or attachod to the division that it would bo attached to 507th CT and 
680th Gli FA Bn would be in genoral supporti 

(3) If sufficient ar.t lift would hot be availablo to bring in all organic 
V -"-ultass airbor io> to being thorn in with the overland elements £nd depend 

on artillery on i?he west .bank of the Rhine for diroct support whore 
nocossaryi 

(4) The minimum reinforcing artillery necessary to accomplish the mission 
would bo one reinforcing battalion or field regiment per,organic direct 
support battalion. 

b. The Division Artillery Commahder attended a conference at Headquarters XII 
Corps (Br) on 28 February 1945 at which timo wore presents 

CCRA, XII .Corps (Br) -
Corps Artillery Commander, XVIII Corps (Abri) ' 
CRA, 6th British Abn Div 
Division Artillery Commander, 17th Abn Di'v 

. CCRA, VIII British Corps 
Signal Officer, XII..Corps (Br) 
Communications Officer, XVIII Corps Artillery. 

At this confcrenco the following were discussed and tentatively agreed upon: 

(1) Diroct and general support artillery formations availablo to support the 
operation from the west bank of the Rhine. 

(2) Forward observer and translator teams for British formations oh the west 
bank of tho Rhino. 

(3) Communications. 

(4) Procedure. ^ -

c« After numerous conferences with the division commander, the XVIII Corps 
artillery officer and CCRA, XII Corps (Br) (through the XVIII Corps Artillery 
Officer) the final artillery plan and organization of thp field artillery for 
combat was arrived at. The final decision wasnot made until 15 March 1945, 
when it was evident that the 464th Prcht FA Bn, which did not join the division 
from the United States until 11 March 1945, would be fully equipped and ready 
for combat. The organization for combat was as follows. 

464th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 507th CT. 
466th Prcht FA Bn, initially attached 513th CT. 
681st Gli FA Bn, initially attached 194th Gli Inf. 
680th Gli FA Bn (105 How. M3),^general support, answer calls for fire 
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53(w)Division Artillery (3r)j General support (from west bank of Rhine| 
133 Lt Regt. RA reinforce fire 466th Prcht FA 3n ? 
81 tt. Regt. RA reinforce fires 681st Gli PA Bn . 
83 Lt. Regt. RA reinforce fires 464th Prcht PA Bn 
77 Medium Regt. RA (5.5G)» General'Support. 

Briefing. 

Briefing of Division Artillery staff was held to a minimum number and no 
member was briefod until it was considered nocessary, none being briefed prior 
to D-24. Battalion commanders and staffs were briefed on D-15 and battery 
commander's on D-8.> 

Final briefing of all remaining officers and enlisted.men in the Air lift 
was completed between D-3 and D-l after being sealed at departure fields. The 
final briefing was so complete that every officer and enlisted man knew the 
"bi£ picture," the plan for the division, the plan for his unit and'what he as 
an<" individual was goin^ to do on landing.' The value of this complete brief­
ing was proven by the superior performunco of the units upon landing. 

Rehoar sals. 

No rohearsals were hold except for a communication exorcise involving all 
wire and radio communication of the division artillery, including the special 
forward observer and translator teams, on 14 March 1945» Since all personnel 
involved in this rehearsal had not been briefed, it was staged as a type of 
communication exercise. 

Forward Observors, Liaison and Translators., 

a» Organic. 
464th Prcht FA Bn - one (1)forward observer section andono (1) 

liaison section witheach battalion of 507th Prcht Tnf; also a command liaison 
section with regimental commander.' 

466th Prcht F* Bn - one (1)forward observer section and one (1) 
liaison section with each battalion of 513th Prcht inf; also a command liaison 
section with each regimental commander. 

£81st Gli FA Bn - one (1)forward observer section and one (1) 
liaison section with each battalion of 194th Gli Infj also a command liaison 
section with regimental commander. 

680th Gli PA Bn - one (l)forward observer section and one(1) 
liaison geotion with with 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf. 

b. 53(w)Division Artillery (Br) 

81 Fiold Regiment, RA - One (1)forward observer section with each 
battalion of 194th Gli Inf and one (l)liaison section with'CO, 681st Gli FA Bn. 

83 Field Regiment, RA - One (1)forward observer section With each 
battalion of 507th Prcht Inf and one (1)liaison section with CO, 464th Prcht 
FA Bn. 

133 Fiold Regiment# RA - One (1)forward observer section with each 
battalion of 513th Prcht Inf and one (1)liaison section with CO, 466th Prcht 
FA Bn. 

, < 



53 (w) Division Artillery A ofio (lj liaison sootion with commanding 
Goneral, 17th Airborno Division Artillery. .... 

XVIII Corps.(Abn) Artillory - One (1) Liaison section with CG, 17th Abn 
Div Arty and ono (1) translator team with oach of 81st, 83d, 133d Field Rogts 
and with 53 (w) Div Arty* All translatro teams wore U. s. Army personnel 
as also woro all forward observer and liaison sections representing all dem­
ents of 53 (w) riiv Avtyft Theso translator, forward observer and liaison 
sections were trained by XVIII Corps (Abn) Arty and assigned duties by CG, 17th 
Abn Div Arty. They consisted of ono (l) officer and two (2) enlisted men,, 
each, the personnel having beon drawn mainly from 17th Abn Div Arty. . ,s ,,,, . . 

Execution 

Units, with all airborne transportation., moved to departure field on 
D-4 and D-3. Non-airborno oloments moved overland to a rendezvous on the wost 
sido of the Rhino under the command of the assistant division commander on D-3. 

The division artillery was disposed at five departure fields as follows: 

A-80 - Advanoe detacjjement, Hq 17th Abn Div Arty 
464th Prcht F Bn (lessGlided transportation) 
466th Prcht FA Bn (less glided howitzers and transportation)# 

B-24 - Hoadquarters and Headquarters Btry 17th Abn Div Arty (less adv dot.) 
Dotachemcnt, 466th Prcht FA Bn (3 spare howitzers). 

A-39 - 680th Gli FA Bn ; 

Detachment, Hq Btry, 681st Gli FA Bn 
Glider Elms, 464th Prcht FA Bn, (1 officer, 42 E M, 10 - ^ ton trucks, 

4 - % ton trailers). 

A**48 - 681st Glider FA Bn (less Detachment, Hq Btry) 

B-20 - Glided elms, 466th Prcht FA Bn, (2 officers, 40 EM, 9 - % ton trucks, 
5 - % ton.trailers). 

Air OP sections centrulized under Division Control, wero landed at an 
air strip west of the Rhino on D-3." 



D» Report of Land Echelon* 

The land tail of the 17th AiHjorne Division consisted of those vehicles 
of the division not transported by gliders (i082 trucks and 353 trailers and 
the following attached unitsi 

144th TD Bn (SP * Br) 
605 TD Bn (Towed) 
771 Tank Bn 
692 FA Bn 
398 QM (Trk ) Co 
458 QM Co AMP 
Co A* 3d Cml Mortar Bn 
387 AA Bn (SP) 

All of these vehicles and units crossed the Rhino either by ferry or 
bridge. 

In order to avoid congestion near the crossing sites on the west bank of 
the Rhine a system of staging areas under Br Control was organized. An assembly 
area between Issum (094273) and Kapellen (048313.) was assigned to the 17th '< 
Abn Div from which vehicles wore moved by stages and on strictly controlled 
roads to the river* The number of vehicles in the asembly area at any one 
time was kept at a minimum, only enough' being there to insure a steady flow 
of traffic. - , 

Tho organic vchiclos of the division moved to Brce Belgium on 21 March 
from whence they woro dispatched to Issum~Kapelien area when called for. The 
attaohed units reported to the rssum-Kapellen area direct so as,to arrive 
thore approximately twenty-four hours prior to their contemplated crossing timoj 

The British provided wire communications for the staging area including ; 
the Division assembly area and liaison officer for the assembly area. The 17th 
Abn Div sent liaison officers to bo with the British Bank Control Officer and : 
at all secondary aroas where vehicles were to stop on their way to tho river. 
Two officers woro sent to the far bank to supervise the movement of the vehicle$ 
from the river to t. division cont&®^ point at Muhlonfild. At this place unit 
guides took control of their own vehicles* 

Ferrying and bridge construction was started by the British on D Day North 
of Xauten (1141) and in spite of strafing and bombing by hostil planes continue^ 
uninterruptedly. In accordance with a pro-determined schedule ambulances cross* 
ed on D Day; on D/l most of tho self-propelled AT guns and tanks wero across ; 
and by d/3 the division had its organic transportation and had been joined by 
all attached units. " , . - _ 

Ground resupply arrangements were made with Ninth Army who established 
a dump on tho west bank of the Rhine River in the vicinity of Issum, where was 
locatod tho Division Roar Echelon. This dump consisted of all classes of 
supplies which were to be maintained at throe days operating level until such 
time a normal bridge traffio across the river was established. 

A Quartermaster Amphibious Truck Company (DUKWS) (augmented by 27 addit­
ional DUTOTS) was provoded the Division for movement of supplies across the 
river to dumps on tho far shore until bridges wero established. These DUKWS 
also constituted an additional means of resupply should the air cesupply 
mission fail and/ or bridging operations be unsuccessful. 

Supplies via DUKWS bogan crossing tho Rhine by 1700 D Day# Based on Certai 
tactical roasons, highor headquarters cancelled the air resupply gohoduled for 
„D/i» This requirod a shifting in the loading plan for the DUKWs and a change 
in their traffic priority, which was accomplished as quickly as possible, It 
al required the establishment of supply dumps nearer the oast bank of tho 
.river (originally it wasplanned to consolidate these dumps with those establish­
ed for air resupply in the vicinity of the resupply DZ)» 



By daylight D/l DUKWS wore transporting supplies ovor the river in 
quantities more tkhn sufficient to support the current operation. DUKWS were 
permitted to uso the -birdgc, which expedited their movement materially 

REPORTS OP SPT-CIAL STAFF 

I. SIGNAL 

Planning 
i-lanning for the signal communications of Operations VARSITY began on 23 

February 1?45 whon tho Division CoifBander hotifiod the Division Signal Officer 
of the pending operation* Tho planning Was divided into thro© sections: 
ground communications after the drop, supply and rosupply, and communications 
in the marshalling aroas« 

A* Ground Communication Planning. * 
TI KacB'o 

(a) In order to insure good instantaneous communications upon 
landing it,was decided to set up five parallel radio nets to link tho division 
command post and the regimental command posts. Four of these nets were to 
bo SCR 300# frequency modulated voice radio nets, and the fifth was to be an 
SCR 694 not amplitude.-modulated with CW transmission. The four SCR 300 nets 
were sot up as follows? Not FD -3- Division Commander, Chief of Staff and 
throo Rogimontal Conmanders; Net FD - 4-Division G-2 and Regimental S*2's; Net 
FD-5- Division G~3 and Regimental S-3'sj Not FD-6- Division G-4 and Regimental 
S-4's«o,-TheSCR,694 not wasto servo Division and the Regimental headquarters. 

'(b) For radio communication to higher headquarters tho Division 
had two SCR 1.93 stations in XVIII Gorps nets and one SCR 499 in the resupply 
not to First Alliod Airborne Ar1̂ * 

(£) For radio communication toother headquarters, the following 
plan was adoptod* 

To 1st Commando Brigade (Br) and to tho 15th Div headquarters 
in tho Division Command net FD-1. . 

To tho 6th Abn Div (Br)t Tho 6th A>,n Div furnishod two 22: 
radio sets for the lateral link betwoen divisions* 

(d) An SCR 193 net, and SCR 3X) link and an SCR 610 link furn­
ished communication to the Division R^ar headquarters on the west bank of 
tho Rhine Rivor. * 

(e) An SCR 399 link was set up for radio communication to the 
Division Base. . • ; . . 

Radio teams of two to four men each were used to acoomplish these in­
stallations. Si. 

•  >  - t '  

2* Wiro , • 
Tho wiro, plan decided upon for the initial wiro installation 

was as indicated on Annex Z» To accomplish this installation for tho airborne 
ocholon, six five men teams, each equipped with jeops with RL-3ls and eight 
miles of W-110 wiro were taken in airborne. The remainder of the Signal Co 
Wiro section was incorporated in tho ground echelon. 

3. Other. 
The division SOI was- put out in two sections* an assault section 

covering tho period D to D^2 and a regular section which was carried by tho 
Division Sigrial Officer on tho airborne operation and distributed on d/2. 

During, the period 1 Mar;ch to.10-March meetings woro held with" » 
th reprosentatives of the Second Army (Br), XVIII Abn•-•Corps.- and tho 6th Abn 
Ej."(Br)to decide upon frequency.assignment3# crypto,graphic,systeins, and 

. means of individual recognition, and to coordinate signal plans for the units" 
concerned. 

-20-
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During thd period 1 Mfcrch to 17 .March all elements of the divis­
ion Signal System ran continuous rehe.r salp ;simulating as noarly as possible 
conditions cxpoctod on the operation. 

B. Planning for Supply and Re supply 

1» Supply carried by elements of the Division 

To care for immediate needs upon landing oach unit carried a 
throo day supply of wire, batteries andttuboa. 

To svpp? iraent the supply carried by the units» the Division 
Signal Officer with throe glider loads of miscellaneous 
signal oqu5.pment went in with the air echelon. 



2, Supoly by Air, . .. 
Aerial resupoly for the division was to include three days of signal 

supplies of 612 tons per day. This was dropped as follows: One days resupoly at 
1200 EuDay and two days resupply at 1200 on D/l. The division Signal Supply Off­
icer had three mien and one; 1/4 ton truck and trailer to handle this resupply. 

3. Supply by Ground. 
A stockpile of signal items considered necessary for replacement 

of anticipated losses was established on the west bank of the Rhine. These 
supplies were to be delivered across the river by.;DUKW's as soon as practicable* 
The stockpile was established by the Division Signal Supply section and the 9th 
U.S. Army Signal Officer. ^: ,r 

C, Communication in the Marshalling Areas. . • ; 

Provisions for communications <in -the marshalling areas were largely 
assummed by IX Troop Carrier Command. This left the division signal personnel 
free for duties concerning the operation..' IX Troop Carrier Command provided 

telephone and teletype systems linking all departure fields with the Division CP 
departure field, and also provided liaison planes for messenger service between 
fields. 

Due to the relatively great distance between the departure fields and the 
necessity of going through numerous switchboards the telephone and teletype 

communication was not good. The liaison planes worked well between the fields 

that were closer together. 

Operation 
Immediately upon landing the division commander's party which drooped with 

the 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment, began to contact the units as they landed,-
Contact was established'with the 507th Prcht Inf Regt., the 513th Prcht Inf Regt., 
the 194th Gli Inf Regt., the Division CP and Division Rear almost immediately 
after landing. Radio communication wis also established from the division CP to 
XVIII Airborne Corps, the 6th Airborne Division (Br), the 15th Division (Scottish) 
with First Allied Airborne Army, and with Division Base. Contact was not estab­
lished with the 1st Commando Brigade (Br), 

Wire teams left for,the Regimental Command Posts as soon as they were reoort-
ed and wire communication was established with the 513th Prcht Inf Regt and th e 
194th Gli Inf Regt by 1830 of D-Day. Wire-was also installed to the 6th Abn Div 
(Br) by 2000 on D-Day. Wire was comoleted't'o the 507th Prcht Inf Regt and to the 
Division Rear CP on the west bank of the Rhine early on the morning of D/l. Comm­
unication was carried on to the Division Rear CP by improvised radio link using 
SCR-300's and SCR-610's until the wire was completed. 

Messenger service ms available upon the establishment of the Division CP 
at ap roximately 1600 of D-Day, The first messenger run was made at 1000 *n D/l, 

The signal installation for the Division Rear CP had been completely estab­

lished by d-1* A wire net linked all elements of the division west of the Rhine 
and functioned excellently. This net also included XVIII Airborne Corps CP, Wire 
from this net was extended across the river to the Division Forward CP on D-Day. 

The aerial resupply of signal equipment was not, successful. One day of re­
supply was dropped immediately after the division iandedi^^hiF'festtpply was drop­
ped before the"airborne signal supply personnel could feet to the DZ and when they 
arrived they found that the signal bundles were spread over a wide area and that 
every bundle had been opened by either friendly or enemy troops. Although much 
of this resupply was put to use by our troops, the division signal dump did not 
receive any of the aerial resupply. 

Ground resupplywas excellent. The signal dump provided on the west bank of 
the Rhine by Ninth Army was adequate and the transportation of this equipment to' 
a division dump east of the River by DUKW's was satisfactory. Ground resupoly 
was handicapoed to some extent by inadequate oersonnel and transportation in the; 
division signal supply section. 



Recommendationsj 
Based on experiences in operation "VAJUSlTY'^ the following recommendations 

are offered: . v . ' 
.1* That no aerial resupply be attempted until a site for a signal dump 

can be located and marked* 
2i That Wherever possible a high grade telephone and telegraph system 

be permanently installed in the marshalling areas. 
3* That voice radio nets using SCR 300fs be used extensively for command 

purposes at all levels, 
4* That radio link and carrier equipment be provided for the airborne 

signal company to make quick telephone and teletype communication possible 
with higher headquarters, ' • • 

5. That a signal supply dump similar to that provided west of the Rhine 

by Ninth Army be established near the airborne area. 
6. That the division signal supply personnel be increased by three truck 

drivers and three basics, and that three 2 1/2 ton trucks be furnished to this 
section. 

2. ORDNANCE 

Planning 
•When the division returned to Chalons, France, it had just been through an 

ardous winter cannaign in the Ardennes, The XVIII Airborne Corps Ordnance Off­
icer informed the Division Ordnance Officer on 14 February that it was desired 
to have the division serviced,as soon as possible. Ten days were to be allowed 
for inspection and repair of armament and fifteen days for inspection and reoair 
of all vehicles. Additional personnel were necessary to complete these jobs in 
the allotted time and these were supolied by the Comm Zone Ordnance'Section as 
follows: 3 officers and 24 men for small arms, 12 men for artillery, eight men 
for instruments, and a heavy automotive maintenance company. Thus implemented 

f the airborne ordnance company processed 800 vehicles in fifteen days, and com­
pleted other necessary ordnance inspection and repair in ten days. 

The XVIII Corps (Airborne) Ordnance Officer made general arrangements with 
Ninth Army for ordnance support during the operation* On D-7 the division Ord­
nance officer contacted the Ninth Army Ordnance Officer and completed the foll­
owing detailed arrangments: 

ASP 853 was to be set up on the west bank of the Rhine River in the Vicinity 
of Bohninghardt, Germany (A510530). This ASP was to be operated by Anny per­
sonnel, It was to be opened on D-3 and to have an initial and a minimum stockage 
of 633 tons of ammunition; 500 tons for divisional units and 133 tons additional 
for attached units. It was estimated that this would prove sufficient for three 
days. For the operation it was more than adequate. 

Arrangements were also made to have Army personnel operate the ASP on the 
east bank of the Rhine which it was believed would be necessary to set up init­
ially, . Division G-4 made arrangements to ferry 4725 tons of ammunition across 

the river in DUKW*s, An additional 200 tons of ammunition were loaded in org­
anic and attached vehicles. 

The necessary additional maintanance and supply personnel and equipment 
were attached to the division ordnance company rather than in a supporting role. 
Maintenance and supply personnel attached were as follows: Maintenacne one plat­
oon or an ordnance MAM Co., one eight man small arms section, one 22 man artillery 
section and one tank detachment of 21 men; supply - ^tomotive parts section of 
seventeen men, 3 parts vans and 13 trucks for an exchange pool of eight 2 1/2 
ton trucks and five 1/4 ton trucks. 

The Division Ordnance Officer and two clerks left for the west bank of the 
Rhine to open the division resUpply point on D-4. During D-2 and D-l, 72 DUKW's 
were loaded with ammunition and crossing Driority numbers were given to each 
one* Three officers and 84 men who were to cross with the first 17 DUKW'S^4 

4 ' ' • • 

The ordnance detail had supervision of all CWS and Engineer equipment and 
supply and extra vehicles west of the Rhine, This took considerable time from 
the ordnance duties, *' 



On D-2 the Ordnance bo with atia6hfoeritk closed west of the river and during 
D-2 and IKL the division supply sedtioH ditew ammunition and loaded 42 3/4 ton 
weapons carriers whibh were td be used as artillery prime movers. Arrangements 
were made to send an ASP reconnaissance party across the river with the.early 
elements to select sites for the ASP east'of the river, - M 

Operation Y"" ' . 
D-Day - the time of loading personnel on DUKW's was coordinated with the 

British Officer operating the fiUKW's park and personnel were assembled.t&ere, 
at 1200 for loading on short notice. At 1530 orders were received to moye out 
the first allotment of DUKW's, The Division Ordnance Officer accompanied; this 
detail. The crossing was made without loss and the party arrived on the east 
bank at 1900, As the reconnaissance party could not be located the Ordnance 
Officer reconnoitered for a sump: site, This was located and the ASP, opened 
east of the Rhine at 2230. • ' .. • 

D/l - The Division Ordnance Officer located G~4 at the Division CP at 
0900 and learned that the serial resupply for D plus 1 had been cancelled. This 
made it imperative that ammunition be obtained as soon as possible and it was 
decided to get a bridge priority and bring over the division trucks that had 
b een preloaded with ammunition. The Ordnance Officer departed for the west 
bank at 1330, organized a convoy of approximately 100 trucks and returned and 
closed,in the ASP at 0500 of D plus 2, ,. 

'^ D/2 - The Division Ordnance Company completed crossing the river at 0700 
and 'moved into the vicinity of Fluren (A528544) where it was decided to remain 
for 48 hours. The Division, ammunition section immediately began clearing the 
drop fields of ammunition. This was initially set along the roads so that- it 
Could be kicked up and taken to the ASP at a later time. Ammunition recovered 
in this manner amounted to 56 tons, of which 2 tons was unservicable out.r»f 
the ordnance supplies dropped. It'should be noted that this is only.^portion 
of the ordnance supplies recovered. There is no means of determining the 
amount of ordnance suoplies recovered and used by the line units that did not 
clear through the division dump but it is believed that a very large per­
centage of the ordnance resupply was so used. 

Recommendations: * ; 

1, The complete inspection and repair of armament and vehicles prior to 
an airborne operation is strongly recommended. The value of such inspection 
and repair Was proven by the negligable amount of maintance and repair both by -
the land echelon and by the division during the operation, 

2, Arrangements used on Operation VARSITY for grbun# supply by use of 
DUKWs proved to be very necessary and satisfactroy.However had ammunition 
expenditures been very heavy it would not have been- possible to'support the 
division and attached troops with the number of DUKWs available, and it would 
have been imperative to supplement this either by providing more DUKWs or by 
subsequent resupply serials by air., 

3, That other supply branches such as CWS and Engineer furnish personnel 
for handling their own resupply, 

3, QUARTERMASTER 

Planning 
The Division Quartermaster Officer set up a daily air resupply of gasoline 

and rations sufficient to care for the air lift-plus a margin of safety for loss. 

. Provisions were made in the divisit^ glider lift fbi» 2 Officer?, and JO 
enlisted men with.3 b ton trucks and tr&ilo't^'to gd 'fprw^r'd..with;ttie'.mission,-
of establishing a graves registration collecting point,'laying out a cemetary 
forming evacuation parties and locating and assembling the aerial resupply 
of Quartermaster, equipment and supplies after!it reached the/ground,' 



4;r '.. ŷ;' •̂\:̂ ;c-jj:, 

Arrangements were made with Ninth Army to sot up a dump of concentrated 
rations, gasoline and oil wost of tho Rhino River at Bonninshardt, Germany. 

, Tho stock in tho dump was to be maintained at the levela prescribed by division. 
The number of DUKWs and the numbor and priority of crossings was obtained from 
the 12th Corps (Br)» Within tho division tho number of DUKWS and priority of . 
crossings was sot up and agreed upon by Division G*4 and Division Quartermaster 
and Ordnanoe officer. 

Tho following personnel were attached and joined the ground echelon west 
of tho Rhine River; A graves registration platoon, with one service squad 
attached and a service platoon of 2 officers and 98 men, of which 40 were 
attached to the Quartermaster Company and 60 to the Ordnance Company. 

Tho amount of gasoline, oil and grease each vehicle was to carry was 
proscribed by the Division Quartermaster Officer. Also proscribed was the 
clothing and equipment to bo takon and the number and typo of rations each 
individual unit and kitchen was to carry. 

Arrangements were made to have EC rations issued/to the air lift in the 
marshalling aroas and to tho sea tail in the concentration area* Graves 
registration points were locatod on the west side of the Rhine Rivor for 
future ovacuation. 

Reconnaissance parties wore assigned to ferry across the river with 
oarly elements to locate dumps from whioh the attached troops and later the 
air lift could be supplied. The first supply DUKWs loadod with gasoline and 
attached servioe and graves registration porsonnol loft tho west bank of the 
river D Day at 1530 and reached the oast bank at approximately 1830. The 
reconnaissance parties could not be located and a hasty roconnaissance was , 
mado for a dump sito. • 

The Quartormastcr air lift landed in tho proscribed,landing zone and 
woro assoniblod by tho company commander with the exception of one glider 
load which was lost due to eneny action. Duo to onomy action tho company 
was unablo to got through to the area previously assigned for dumps, col­
lecting points and tho cemetery until the following morning. This delayed 
the beginning o'f Quartermaster activities by the airborne personnel by about 
24 hours. 

The DUKWs could not get through to the air lift tho night of D Day and 
a hasty dump was therefore established on the east bank of the river. 

D plus 1 •« Contact with the air lift Was made the morning of D plus ,1 and . 
a collecting point and oemetery was established. The D Day air resupply had 
apparently been successful and the D plus 1 aerial resupply mission was 
cancelled. Rations were sent across the river by DUKPTs and a convoy of 
12 QM trucks with gasoline and personnel and three weapons carriers of the 
graves registration platoon were brought across the bridge. 

D plus 2 - The tactical situation had cleared considerably and •the bridges 
across the Rhine were now completely laid out but no burials were to be 
made until absolutely neoessary. The bodies had been collected and prooessed 
and necessary records made. During the day the company moved to Wesel, Germany 
and set up dumps and a collecting point there-. More supplies came in by 
DUKWs. Details searched the hattlefield for bodies. It was subsequently 
learned that evacuation of the bodies would start on the following day (which -
it did) and it was not necessary to perform temporary burials. 

Recoramenddtions: 
It is believed that the system used proved to be generally satisfactory. 
The supply personnel should be airlanded as near to the anticipated supply 

installations as possible so that they will not be delayed by enemy activity 
between their landing areas and the area of the installations. 

Aerial resupply subsequent to D Day was cancelled. It is not known 
what percent of the D Day aerial resupply was used because much of it was 
•collected by the line units, however, it is believed that a high percentage 
of the supply was found and us©d by the line units without coming through 
Jthe quartermaster depot. 



4. MEDICAL. 

Planning. 
After a careful map and aerial ptyotdgraph study a clearing station site 

was picked in the western part of LZ (203464). 

A dry run was held on all surgical tents and equipment and 
supplies and equipment were inspected to insure gervicability. 

Arrangements were made for two General Surgical Teams, each consisting 
of two officers and three men to bo attached to the division for the operation. 
These teams were attached on D minus 11. One Medical Liaison Officer was sent 
to XVIII Abn Corps and. two DDMS were sent to the XII Corps (Br). " J 

Plans for the evacuation of patients by glider were matte with Tr^cfjP"'"^ 
Carrier Command but non were used during the operation. 

Organic ambulances of the 224th Ab& Med Co were given high priority.in^ 
the river crossing plans. It was planned to establish the division clearing 
station immediately and hold all patients there until such time as the organic 
ambulances could join the airborne elements. At such time patients would be 
evacuat&d to a holding unit on the east bank of the Rhine River. This hold­
ing unit was to be furnished by Ilinth Army. Patients would then be evacuated 
across the river initially by DTJXfTs and later# when possible, by use of bridges 
Ambulances and personnel were dispatched to the west bank of the river and 
arrangements were completed with Ninth Army for the necessary holding person­
nel as well as DUOTs and priorities for the medical vehicles and personnel 
to oross the river. 

- 4, ' + " » ' 

The Division Medical Company attached one officer and three enlisted men 
to each Regimental CT. Each officer was furnished a ton truck. All of 
these liaison tenias were glider landed with the 194th CT. In addition, two 
enlisted men jumped with the 513th CT as liaison men. 

The equipment and personnel of the Division Medical Company, the Division 
Surgeons Office and attachments were loaded in 53 CG4A gliders. 35 gliders 
carried -J ton trucks, 26 carried trailors and equipment and 2 oarried medical 
equipment only. Personnel in the airborne lift included 30 officers and 270 
enlisted men from the Division Medical Company, Division Surgeons Office, 
attached surgical teams and the Division Chaplain. Two modioal officers and 
three enlisted men were assigned to land echelon and one medical officer and 
3 men remained at the base camp. 

Supply. 
Normal medical supplies were carried in combat loads. In addition all 

gliders carried one litter and two blankets as extra supply. All airborne 
personnel were furnished with packet, first aid parachute; Carlisle Dueesing,— 
Sulfadiazine wound tablets, by "Aedical company on D minus X at the marshalling 
areas. . 

Operation^ 
The medical serial landed in DZ "N" at 1225. This was the same landing 

2one at which the Engineer Battalion and Division Headquarters and Special 
Troop units landed and was the last serial into that landing zone. The medio&l 
gliders were not marked with red crosses or other identifying markings. The 
medical gliders were taken under fire from flak and small arms from the Rhine 
River to the landing zones. The landing area had not been cleared when the 
medical serial landed, resulting in heavy losses in medical personnel.. Losses 
included two officers killed and one wounded and one enlisted man missing 
out of one of the surgical teams. Approximately one hour after landing the 
clearing station was. set up in the preselected position and casualties were 
immediately received. Members of the remaining surgical teams proceeded to 
operate on the most serious cases. 



The total number of casualties treated during the day was 394, including 
117 seriously wounded, 175 slightly wounded and 33 injuries. The following 
major surgery was performed: Suckipg wounds - 7» compound fractures - 8; 
abdominal cases - 6; moxillo facial - 2, '• 
0 j 

The ambulances had not been ab|.e to get through to the clearing station 
and no evacuation was possible oh DfDay* 

German prisoners were brought to the clearing station to act as litter * 
bearers and to dig foxholes and litter trenches for patients, German medical 
personnel were given medical supplies and emoloyed to treat their own wounded. 

Due to landing on fields that had not bben cleared the division medical 
serial suffered the following casualties; KIA - 3 officers - 11 men; MIA -
2 enlisted men; WIA - 3 officers - 23 enlisted men and injured - 2 officers -
2 enlisted men. The division medical serial lost 2 1/4 ton trucks and 4 trailers 
destroyed by fire on the landing 2ones, 

D/l - The ambulances were ferried across the river late on D-Day and were 
met on the east bank of the river at 0800 of D/l, They were immediately led to 
the clearing station through some sniper fire and evacuation from the clearing 
station to the holding unit on the east bank of the Rhine began at 0900. 

During the daythe clearing station received 270 casualties consisting of 
163 lightly wounded, 53 seriously wounded, 21 injuries and 2 diseases. The 
evacuation of casualties was progressing very satisfactorily, 

D$2 - The division was displacing eastward and a holding unit from an amy 
clearing company moved up to care for the non-transportable cases in the station. 
One platoon of the Division Medical Company then set up a station north of Wesel 
at 1300. A total of 210 wounded PW's were evacuated by ambulances, trucks and 
DUKWt8, Captured German vehicles were utilized to evacuate some of the wounded. 
* •0 ' 

Total casualties for the day were 351 broken tiown into 208 lightly wounded, 
79 seriously wounded, 30 injured and 11 disease cases. 22 of the cases were 
allied and one enemy. More ambulances were received on the following day when 
ambulances from an army ambulance company and an army collecting company joined 
the airborne elements. 

Recommendations 
1, It is believed that the employment of the Medical Company in operation 

"VARSITY" was sound and that it proved satisfactory, 
2, The high casualty rate suffered by the medical company might have been 

reduced by a later landing or a landing in a field previously cleared by an 
infantry regiment, 

3« The advisability of displaying the Geneva Red Cross on equipment and 
gliders should be decided. 

5. Engineer 

Battalion air lift personnel located at marshalling area at field A-50, 
Personnel departed for gliders 0645. Troops in high spirits. Personnel in 
gliders 0745. Tow planes and gliders began taking off 0819, continued until 
0910. Battalion consisted of two serials; first consisted of seven of nine 
Battalion'headquarters gliders, twenty gliders of Company C and ten gliders of 
Company A, twenty gliders of Company B, -Serials were seven minutes apart. Flight 
from A-50 was very rough, but uneventful, First serial after crossing the Rhine 
River encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire. Landings on LZ N began at 241200* 
Immediate contact was made with the enemy. Second serial also encountered heavy 
anti-aircraft fire, began landing seven minutes behind-first serial. Landings of 
both serials were in general.on the correct LZ's Although widely dispersed. 

= Mission of the Engineer Battalion was to clear and defend LZ N from armoured 
attack from the'North. Since LZ N was along the North flank of the 513th Parachute 
Infantry sector, the engineer battalion was initially attached to them for closer 
coordination for defense of area. 
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Engineer plan was to land iii separate LZ's within LZ Ni These LZ's 
were designated as LZ 1 and LZ 2. ithe first serial was to land in LZ 1, 
the second serial in LZ 2. Companies were to clear area by.moving along 
predesignated routes and take up positions at the North or Northeast* The 
plan, in case of any attack from the North or Northeast which the battalion 
would be unable to stop, was to use left limiting point of battalion sector 
as a hinge point and swing back to the West to the railroad, to hold there 
at all costs. 

Because of wide dispersal of gliders upon landing, assembly was by 
small groups of one or two squad size. These groups moved to their assembly 
areas along oredesignated routes. Souad leaders and platoon leaders were 
extremely aggressive using what men they could immediately gather and move 
on towards their objsctives and assemblyareas. 

Comoany "A", having landed in two separate LZ*s, had the most difficult 
assembly problem* Company A was assigned mission 6f clearing Southern oart of 
LZ N and was to protect Battalion CP and remain in reserve position in that -
area. While still ill the air, flak shattered the arm of the CO of Company A, 
and CO first platoon, riding with'the CO, immediately took-charge. Company A 
under the direction of its n<sw CO, assembled at location predesignated for the 
Battalion CP, cleared and set up defense of area. Company A, while assembling 
encountered small strongpoints and snipers which they neutralized and captured 
85 PW»s* 

* 

Company B landed in IZ 2, contacted enemy immediately. Gliders of Co B 
• were landed in close platoon patterns allowing assembly by platoons to be more 
readily accomplished. The platoons moved out along predesignated rotrt.es to 
clear Co B*s sector of LZ N and set up defensive positions. While clearing 
area, platoons became eng?.ged by strongpoints, set up in houses and barns. 
These strong-points were completely neutralized with grenades and small arms 
fire, and prisoners captured. -First platoon, Co B and Co headquarters capt­
ured a battery of 105am '.it witzers with ammunition, transportation and personnel 
This battery had been sot up in a farmhouse with'its transportation and ammun­
ition, three half-tracks, three 1 1/2 ton trucks, one sedan, one land car, two 
volkswagons, two imtorrjy.;les, Co B's estimate at this time was 20 enemy killed 
95 PW's captured. Liter in the day, one platoon of Battery C, 155 AA Bn att­
ached 513th Prcht Irf, took up positions in and around Co B's sector, and fire 
plans were coordianted between these two units, ^ 

Company C landed iii LZ 1, contacted enemy immediately, Co C had the only 
glider destroyed while in flight. This glider loaded with demolitions, re­
ceived a direct hit frcm anti-aircraft fire and exploded in mid-air. Gliders 
were so widely disperse*!that assembly was by squads. Movement to assembly 
areas took place in small groups. Co C had cleared its sector of LZ N and 
assembled in its ̂ redesignated position by 1700. At this time 18 enemy 
killed, 75 captured. 

One of the two gliders carrying the Battalion medical personnel landed 
immediately adjacent t{> a German house sheltering forty German soldiers. This 
glider received terrific small arms fire and a direct'hit from mortar fire. 
The medical officer an4 staff sergeant escaped unhijrt, but their driver was 
killed and burned with the glider. Along with the glider, the medical jeep-
ambulance and a great share of battalion medical supplies were bvrned. With 
equipment from the other medical glider, the battalion surgeon set up in aid 
station and immediately began treating casualties. 

Battalion CP was established at 1630 in building previously selected 
from an aerial photo. Co!s had all accomplished initial mission and were in 
defensive positions at 241730,' Counter-attack plans which had been drawn 
up days prior to the operation, were rechecked. Wire parties were busy laying 
wire to all companies and to the 513th Parachute Infantry CP. Radio contact 
was established as a pr«cautionary measure in case of wire failure or sabotage^ 

https://rotrt.es


At 2300, Co B reported an enemy force estimated at platoon and a half 
strength in their vicinity and heading towards left of battalion sector* At 
2315* Co B was attacked by this same force. Machine gunners immediately in 
the path of the advancing enemy held their fire as the Germans moved across 
the moonlighted patch of open ground* When the lead scout was only fifteen 
yards away, the machine gunner and all the plaoon opened up on the enemy 
forcei Those enemy not hit continued advancing in fanatical fashion until 
several white phosphorous grenades fell in their midst. The few still stand-
ing broke and ran for the woods* Enemy killed 15, wounded 23, captured 30. 
Our casualties none. 

Co A, outposting Battalion CP captured prisoners constantly throughout 
the night. Small pockets of the enemy,, trying to get back to their lines 
kept running into Go A'3 outposts. Up until 242400 March, Co A captured 30 
more Germans. 

Co C reported all quiet in their vicinity up until 242400 ?fixrch. 

Totals for tho day showsd as follows: 
For the 139th Airborne Engineer Battalions 

7 KIA . 
14 SWA 
1 SWA 
3 MIA 

For the enemy: 
63 Killed 
23 Yaounded 
315 Captured 
12 Eneay vehicles captured 

Results of glider landings: 'V 
Out iof 69 gliders landing on LZ "N" and 

1 Loaded with demolitions exploded in air 
3 Were destroyed by enemy action after landing 
3 Crashed landed and loads were lost 
15 Crash landed but loads were secure 

Remainder of gliders landed intact with loads secure 

D plus 1 - At 0130, Co C reported in to Battalion CP that they were receiving 
light counter-attacks by group estimated at two squads. Attack was success­
fully repulsed with 6 enemy killed and 15 captured. Our casualties, none. 

At 0230, Co B reported by radio that their wire had been out. A wire 
team was dispatched from the company and at 0330 phone communications were 
again established. 

Co A outposts continued to bring in prisoners from groups trying to 
infiltrate through our lines back to their own. A W! stockade was set up 
near Battalion CP and every time a sizeable number accumulated they were 
delivered to the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment Hi/13. 

All companies continued to hold their defensive positions until around 
2509p0 *,larch, when Co A was ordered to send two platoons to collect bundles and 
unclaimed glider loads from LZ "H" and establish a dump of this material near 
Battalion CP 

One squd of Co A was dispatched to Division CP to repair road in that 
vicinity. 

One platoon of Co C was ordered on mission of collecting bundles and 
glider loads along with Co A. 

Two platoons of Co C and all of Co B remained in defensive positions. 
Co B assigned their mechanics the task of getting captured vehicles in 

working order. 
All companies collected friendly and enemy dead and evacuated them to 

the collecting point. 
In conclusion, it should be remembered that the 139th Airborne Engineer 

Battalion were the initial forces to land in this LZ. One of the missions of 
the Engineers was to clear this field in order that other gliders might land 
in comparative safety. For several hours the Engineers were placed under 
heavy enemy fire. Every house, patch of woods and haystack had been fortified 
by the Germans* This area was cleared rapidly and with amazing agressiveness 
on the part of the troops. The officers and men of this organization advanced 
upon houses (approaches offered little cover) and were forced to use grenades 

» 
\ 



to clear the houses. Instances of hand to hand combat between our forces and 
those of the enemy occurred. We are -very proud of the courage and devotion to 
duty shown by our troops during this trying time. 

6. AGO. 

Planning 

During this phase of the operation the Division Adjutant General's Office 
conducted'schools for Adjutants and Personnel Adjutants in Battle Casualty 
Reporting, and assisted in conducting unit schools for company commanders, 
first sergeants and other key non-commissioned officers. Printed morning 
report data forms and rosters were distributed. Mimeogranhed forms for battle­
field oromoticns, awards, re-classification of officers, and oersonnel rosters 
were given units to facilitate administration oroceedures. Conferences were 
held with the Division Surgeon and Division Quartermaster to insure coooferaLiuh 
in the submission of Medical Reports and Burial Reports. In addition, the 
Division Adjutant General and the Assistant Adjutant General in charge of battle 
casualty reporting made a trxp to Ninth Army Headquarters, to which this Div­
ision was attached for administration for the operation, to insure that Ninth 
Army Administration proeeedures were thoroughly understood. 

Marshalling Area 

While at the marshalling area, the field control officers were instructed 
to collect morning report data forms and turn them into the F.eld Control Offi­
cer. The Field Control Officer was to turn them into an Assistant Adjutant 
General at the Base at Chalons, France, who in turn was to forward tnem to the 
rear echelon for consolidation,in the morning reports. This was only partially 
successful., The Adjutant General's Office proceeded overland with the rear 
echelon to Sonnes, Belguim on 21 March 1945, and to Issum, Germany on 24 March, 

Operations 

An officer from the Adjutant General's Office, and one sergeant were sent . 
into the operation by glider. They had no transportation and carried only a 
few blank forms with them. Their mission was to collect morning report data 
forms, and to return them to the Adjutant General of the rear echelon by any 
means available until messenger service could be established. They were to be 
augmented as soon as traffic across the Rhine permitted by-one warrant officer 
and th£ee enlisted men with two 1/4 tontrucks and trailers, thus forming a 
complete administnative section at the forward CP, This was not accomplished 
during this ohase. Due to the nature of the operation, few morning report data 
forms were collected during this period the first being due at 1300 D/l, to be 
carried to the forward CP by liaison officers. On E^l the units were moving so 
fast and were so heavily engaged that the system was not functioning on D/2 as 
smoothly as it did one or two days later. 

Conclusions 

The adminstrative proeeedures as developed and out into oractice, with the 
exception of the collection ol morning report data forms at the departure fields 
oroved to be sound and effective. Very little adjusting was-necessary at any 
time during the operation. As was anticipated by this office, fewmorning re­
port data forms bearing battle casualties-were collected uhtil D/3, and after­
wards. This was caused by rapid movement, heavy fighting, and lack of tran­
sportation for the officer from the Adjutant General's Office. 

*• 

Recommendations 

a. That a conference be held with all field control officers prior to an 
airborne operation, and a definite understanding r eached as to collection and 
disposition of morning report data forms. 

b. That unless transportation be sent in with the Airborne Adminstaative 
Personnel, that the Division G-l handle collection of morning report data forms 
and other administration until the forward Adjutant General's Section can be 
sent up overland. 



7. SPECIAL SERVICE 

Planning 

The responsibility of providing recreational facilities in the marshalling 
areas outside the Division Area was delegated to each Com Z section in which 
the particular field was located, namely Normandy Base Section and Seine Sectior 
The division was responsible to provide only these facilities and'personnel at 
Oise Base Fields, 'Each marshalling area was to have movies daily, day rooms 
with radios, gam.es, bo^ks, etc., one for officers and one for enlisted men. 
Athletic equiom^nt for various games was to be ->laced in the area forty-eight 
hours before arrival of troops and courts and olaying areas constructed and 
completed for v.se at that time. Stars and Stripes were to be delivered daily 
to the troops and gr&tuiious exchange rations issued twenty-four hours before 
D-Day, This planning was initiated through command channels and carried out 
through the various section Soecial Service Officers. The general olan 
was procured through taJ.kj.rg xvith the Oise Base Soecial Service Officer, and 
based on his past experience, he recomended the proceedure explained above. 
The procedure was carried cut—the various-Base Section Special Serivce Offi­
cers serviced the fields cutside Oise Base, and the division serviced the 
Oise Base fields with personnel and both the division and Oise Base orovided 
recreational equipment. 

Marshalling 

Upon arrival at the fields, the men had the following facilities available 
at Oise Base fields: 

Movies in a movie tent seating 500 men,. Mcwias were held as often as the 
Commanding Officer desired. Latest movies that had never been seen by the men 
were shown. ' ' ' 

Athletic equipment—soccor, volleyball, Softball, horseshoes, and foot­
balls were available in quantities that any man could play games if he so des­
ired. Courts were completed and ready for use'when the men arrived. 

Two dayrooms were set up—both had radios, victrola and the latest records, 
and the latest reading material. Stationery, both V-mail and-other,, was avail­
able for writing letters. Mail was censored by Unit Officers and turned over 
to the Camp CIC. 

Loud speakers were set up in all mess halls and music was olayed and news 
broadcasts made during meal hours and whenever trooos desired the service. 

Operation 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

a. The Oise Base fields had adequate recreational facilities, movies, 
athletic equipment and olaying areas, reading material, day rooms, and deli-very 
of Stars and Stripes daily. Whether this to->k place at the other fields was 
impossible to determine, since the fields were too far apart to be personnaly 
checked. This check would have to be done by plane, 

b. It is recommended that the Division Special Service Officer be inform­
ed of such an operation in time to visit each Base Section Special Service Offi­
cer and check eahh of the areas and each Base Section Special Service Officer's 
plan for recreational activities while the men are in the marshalling area. 
Also provision should be made for the Division Special Service Officer to check 
each field at least 24 hours before the men arrive and to make sure that, all 
equipment and personnel available for the operation are properly set up and the 
plan for recreation at each field as originally planned is being carried out. 

8, gROVOST MARSHAL 

For a number of days prior to the actual alerting of the division inspect-
* ions were made of both company and individual equipment to determine shortages 
which were promptly supplied. Vehicles were checked and rechecked to insure 

..proper'working order. Prior to the departure of the division from Chalons, 
France, the airborne group, which was held in readiness for some "time, left for 
the marshalling areas where they were briefed on the coming D-Day. Maps which 
were issued were arranged and placed in order. 
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On 22 March 1945, that paft of the'Division which remained left Chalons by-
motor convoys# which were preceded by- IIP motorcycles and jeep teams whose functio 

•it was to control traffic at intersections of highways and through busy towns. 

The night of 22 March'was spent at Sonnis, Belgium, where the IIP teams were 
on duty throughout the night handling and parking the convoys as they came into 
the area. 

On the morning of 23 March 1945 convoys were again on the road and headed 
forward toward Issum, Germany, and here again the MP teams functioned as traffic 
control and as gu:'des. On arrival at Issu^the Division CP set up and the sec­
urity section of the plaoon took over the task of providing adequate security 
for the CP. 

At approximately 0830, 24 March 1945, D Day, the Division Provost Marshal 
and a small detachment of enlisted men moved forward from Issum towards the Rhine 
River, crossing it in "Duf.falos" provided by the British and on the east bank of 
the river set up a dispersal point for the vehicles which were to follow. 

The Military Police which were included in the airborne element, upon landiE 
in the predesigmted areas operated as infantry until such a time as the Division 
CP and the fWE could be put into operation whereupon the usual Military Police 
duties were carried on. The H? section handled 693 Prisoners of War during the 
first 24 hour period. 

The overland element crossed the river in convoy consisting of several jeep 
teams and immediately on arrival at the east bank dispersal point began the task 
of patrolling, checking and marking the roads leading to the airborne areas. 
Every effort was made to expediate the forward movement of vehicles to their 
respective units. • •/ 

Recommendations? 
It is believed that the proposed plan for operation "VARSITY" was sound 

and proved satisfactory. 

- 9. MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

Planning. 
Planning for the operation "VARSITY" took on two aspects* First, there was 

the problem of what portion, if any, of the Military Government section would go 
into the operation airborne and what portion landborne and second, the planning 
of actual Military Government operations after the section arrived in the battle 
area, regardless of how it was transported. 

With reference to the first aspect, the initial thought was that there 
would probably be a very small number of civilians, including displaced persons 
of Allied nationality, in the area of the airborne operation when the landing was 
to take place. No actual intelligence figures were available on what might be 
expected, but previous reports had indicated that the enemy had followed the 
practice of evacuating civilians as he withdrew. For this reason the first plan 
drawn was to the effect that none of the personnel of the section would go into 
the operation airborne, but \vould join the Division after it had been linked up 
with ground troops. This was based, primarily, on the shortage of space in 
gliders assigned to Division Headquarters. This plan was changed later, however, 
to provide for the chief of the section to go into the operation by glider, 
without motor transportation, and for one Regimental Officer to jump in with the 
507th Parachute Infantry Regiment. The balance of the section* with all the 
transportation, was to join the Division by land as soon as possible after the 
landing, probably by d/2. 

With reference to the second aspect of planning, it was apparently necessary 
that the major portion of the actual contact with civilians would bo done by the 
troops themselves so it was necessary to put out instructions to the units in the 
form of a Military Government Annex to the Administrative Order. This provided i 
the issuance to troops of spearhead notices written in German which directed all 
civilians to stay inside their houses until further orders. Ho plan wus made to 
evacuate civilians from the combat zone. The annex also defined the manner in 
which civilians were to bo treated and defined those oivilians who constitute law 
ful belligerents. It also defined the type of records which were to be seized an 



what type of stores and warehouseg were to be guarded. It further outlined 
billeting procedure for troops. 

The plan providef for posting of Allied Military Government Proclamation No. 
1 in all settlements and towns, but did not provide for posting of other Military 
Governmeiat Ordinances and notices during the combat phase because of an inability 
to enforce them. It was not planned that any elaborate Military Government Syste 
would be established, but rather that emergency actions would be taken to elim^ 
inate, insofar as possible* civilian interference with military operations. 

No particular plan was made for handling Displaced Persons other than to 
attempt to keep them in place wherever they were found and then direct them to a 
DP camp which was to be set up in Wesel by British DP Detachment on d/? or d/3. 

The plan further provided for furnishing a Military Government Liaison Off­
icer to serve as liaison between the 2d British Army and the XVIII Airborne Corps 
(US). This officer was sent to the 2d Army several days before the operation. 

The 6th British Airborne Division had no Military Government Officer and 
XVIII Corps ordered that one be furnished by this division for the operation, 
the officer to be returned to us when XVIII Corps was to be withdrawn from the 
operation# This officer, with transportation, was furnished several days before 
the operation. The plan provided that he would serve as Military Government 
liaison between the two divisions as well as to carry out Military Government 
work for the 6th British Division. 

Generally speaking, all plans of the section were coordinated with the CIC 
due to the close relationship of activity between the iwo. 

f , 
Marshalling.* . * . . 

The landborne element of the section proceeded to the land marshalling area 
with the other landborne elements of Division Headquarters. 

In the air marshalling areas the three (3) officers accompanying the air­
borne elements of the division made a thorough study of the terrain on which the 
operation was to take place and received briefing instructions on the tactical 
aspects of the operation. During this time a mere thorough study was made of 
the possible civil population that might be expected to remain in the area, thus 
permitting a crystallization of plans of action that would be taken once they 
arrived in the LZ and DZ. 

Operation. 
The three (3) officers of the section who were airborne made safe landings 

and proceeded to their respective CPfs with the usual amount of enemy opposition. 
Spearheads handbills were posted and passed out to any civilians seen on the 
roads or outside their houses. Most of the first day was spent in getting to 
the CP. In the 507th Regimental area and the 194th Regimental area collecting 
points for DP1s "were established on D Day and several hundred DP1 s and German 
civilians were collected and held over night. On l3/l the CIC screened these 
people and the German civilians were sent to their homes. The DP?s were moved 
to a collecting point near Wesel, from where they were later taken into Wesel 
and turned over to the British MG Detachment for processing. The German civi­
lians, as a whole, were very orderly and offered very little trouble. There were 
however, many more remaining in the area than had been anticipated. It was 
apparent that the enemy was unable to evacuate civilians to the rear. Conduct 
of DP collecting points continued for the remainder of the operation and every 
effort was made to return these people to the farms and camps from which they 
had come. One of the greatest handicaps to our attempts to pass out information 
to them was the language difference^ Many of them were unable to read our hand­
bills which were written in German. 

Early on D/l, one jeep with a driver, interpreter and clerk from the land­
borne element of the section reported to Division Headquartera. This transport­
ation enabled the chief of the section to coordinate and supervise the Military 
Government activities in the division area. 



Conclusions and recommendations 

Some weaknesses existed in the initial plans of operation which hampered 
the actual fulfillment of the Military Government mission. The greatest of 

'.these was the shortage of Military Government personnel and transportation 
in the combat zone. The regimental officers were handicapped considerably 
in their moving around and consequently were not able to accomplish all the 
desired results. It was necessary for them to depend on other units, who 
were also very busy, to provide interpreters and transportation. It is re­
commended, therefore, that in future operations of this nature, organic 
transportation and interpreters personnel be moved in by glider to supply 
the minimum requirements,. ( 

A further recommendation would'be that handbills, to be distributed to 
civilians for initial instructions, be printed in as many languages as re­
quired. This appears to be the simplest and most satisfactory means of 
disseminating Military Government orders to civilians during the early com­
bat phase. The plan to have troops themselves pass out the handbills did 
not materialize satisfactorily, The exact reason is not known but it is be­
lieved that a lack of appreciation on the part of the soldier- of the value 
to the soldier that would result by passing out the handbills, caused him 
to take a disinterested attitude. It is suggested that on future operations 
special men from each combat company be designated for the specific job of 
posting and passing out to civilians these spearhead handbills. Military 
Government oersonnel will never be adequate to do this job initially. 

•During the first days of an operation such as "Varsity", very little, if 
any, of the specialized work of Military Government can be accomplished. By 
this is meant the establishment of civil government, etc. The primary mission 
then, would resolve itself into whatever action can be taken by Military 
Government personnel to prevent interference by civilians with military 

.operations. This involves as rigid control over civilians as can be exer­
cised. It is believed that Military Government activity in an airborne oper­
ation on enemy soil should be given a relatively high priority and that com-

- bat troop cooperation should be strongly encouraged, 

10. POSTAL 

Planning 

Mail deliveries were planned to cease upon the movement of a unit from the 
division area. Mail was to be held at the base at Chalons until delivery was 
possible after the operation. Preparation of mail for delivery was made at the 
base at Chalons. Each unit left a mail clerk at the base post office who assist 
ed in sorting the mail and tying it in company or battery bundles. Then each 
units mail was put in separate sacks for ease of distribution at the ration 
distribution point. For delivery after the operation, the division plane (C-47) 
was scheduled to make a daily flight with Class I mail to a forward field near 
Venlo. There it would be picked up by a truck from the Division QM Company 
and taken to the ration dump where it would be distributed with the rations. 
It was estimated that one plane per day would carry all the Class I mail. 

Marshalling 

No mail was delivered to units in the marshalling area. Provision were 
made by the SOS for mailing outgoing mail which was delivered to them prop­
erly censored. It was held by the SOS until the operation, then released. 

Operation 

At the termination of Varsity (D/2), no mail had been delivered due to 
the fact that the division plane was on another mission. However, mail was 
delivered two days later and regular schedule maintained thereafter. 



Conclusions and Recommendations 

A regular mail delivery service for an airborne operation is feasable and 
can be operated on a regular schedule subject to weather conditions. One 
plane per day for Class I mail for a division is adequate. 

It is recommended that this system be continued, at least for initial 
phases of the operation. It is also recommended that a plane or planes be 
set up with Troop Carrier Command so that the division plane is available 
for special missions. 

11. AIR COOPERATION. 

Planning 

Air coordination planning for Operation "Varsity" was influenced by the 
fact that the air coordination would be supplied by the Second,,Tac Air Force 
(Br). It was decided that the air power could best be controlled by use of 
British Air Liaison organization. Experiences of Operation "Market" in which 
a similar situation existed also supported this decision. 

Three British "Tenacle" teams, composed of three enlisted men per team 
and commanded by two British Air Liaison Officers were attached to the division 
two weeks before the operation. These men were given glider training and loads 
arranged'to transport the personnel and equipment in the glider serials. In 
addition, a ground controller team from the RAF was to land with the 6th Abn 
Div (Br) and to make their way to the 17th Abn CP after the landing. • This 
ground controller team was composed of two flying officers of the RAF, three 
enlisted men and their equipment„ 

Conferences on Operation "Varsity" were held with the ground controller 
team, the tanacles and the air Staff of the division prior to departure for 
the marshalling areas. 

Two of the division VHF radio sets were crystalized on TAF channels as a 
precautionary measure. Crystals of the 29th TAC (US) were secured as it was 
contemplated that the'division would come under US Ninth Army in the latter 
days of the operation, and our air power would then be supolied by the AAF. 

Three Officers of the division air ground section were to come in by glider 
with the division Headquarters. Two enlisted men, two £ ton trucks equipped 
with radios and one h ton trailer with an SCR 624 were included it} the glider 

, echelon. The remainder of the air liaison section was included in the ground 
echelon. 

Operation * • 

Manv preparatory missions were flown in coordination with Operation 
"Varsity". These included bombing of nearby air strips, roads etc. These 
missions were flown by tactical and strategic units and were not part of the 
air liaison section planning. 

The air coordination was carried out as originally planned. Fighter air­
craft of the RAF-made air strikes on D-day beyond the bomb line. The British 
tenacles went into the operation early on D/l, controlling the air power through 
a rear flight control. One British tenacle officer and two tenade teams 
were lost with all of their equipment during the operation. 

During the afternoon on D/l the ground controller team that had come in 
with the 6th Abn Div (Br) made their way to the division CP and went into op­
eration controlling the aircraft directly. 

During the operation the RAF gave excellent cooperation to the division. 
For the most part, rocket firing Tempests were used ahead of our troops. 
The TAC R reports given by the RAF were also excellent. On the whole, air 
coordination during the operation was superior. Strikes were delivered in 
some instances less than ten minuted after the requests were radioed in. 
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Recoromendations 

It is believed that the air coordination planning for Operation "Varsity 
was sound and the performance satisfactory. 

Reserve personnel and equipment, particularly radio equipment was taken 
anr1 proved necessary due to casualties from enemy action and malfunction­
ing of equipment. 

12. ANTIAIRCRAFT* 

Planning 

Division orders employed the battalion as follows with shown missions: 

a. Battery "A" attached to the 50?th Infantry to provide ground defense 
for that unit. (Ant:.-bank) 

b. Battery "B" aitcxhtd to the 194th Infantry; same mission. 
c. Battery "C,! attached to the 513th Infantry, same mission. 
d. Battery "EM attached to the 194th Infantry with the mission of giving 

them 50 cal MG fire support on any missions given them by the regiment. 
e. Batteries "D" and "F" to come overland and join later* 
f. Battalion Headquarters and Medics to go in with division by air. 

The battalion was allocated 84 gliders, these gliders took off from 3 
separate fields and landed on two, i.e LZ "N" and LZ "S". Battalion Head­
quarters, Medical Detachment, 3 AT Batteries and one MG battery came in by 
air; the rest by land. » 

Approximately 10 days before take-off the battalion received two (2) 75mm 
recoilless rifles with ammunition. In this short time crews were trained for 
the rifles and they replaced two 6 pdrs. Batteries "B" and "C" each had one 
rifle. This was to be the first combat test for these weapons. They were 
mounted on a standard MG tripod which was in turn mounted in the rear of a 
jeep, 20 rounds of ammunition, HE and HE AT mixed were taken in the jeep 
along with a 4 man crew. By merely loosening a turnbuckle the gun and mount 
could be dismounted and carried by hand. In effect this was a fast, hard 
hitting airborne self-propelled 75ram rifle, capable of giving instantaneous 
fire support to attacking or defending infantry. 

Moving to marshalling areas, briefing and taking off. were all according 
to schedule. 

Operation 

The majority of the gliders landed in the vicinity of their chosen area9« 
Two gliders complete were lost. By 1600 Batteries "B", "C" and "E" had 
assembled joined their units and were in position. Battery "A" was not,able 
to join the 507th until the following morning. All units engaged the enemy 
at sometime or another and took quite a few prisoners. On the night of D-day 
Battery "E" successfully repelled a German counterattack and inflicted 
heavy casualties. 

On D/l Batteries "D" and "F" joined the battalion. 

Recommendations 

The Abn AA Bn is in effect the division heavy weapons battalion and should 
be used as such. It has enormous fire power and this should be exploited to 

its full. 

The 75mm recoilless rifle is far superior to either the 6 t>dr or 57mm guns. 
It is believed that is should be used to replace the-latter entirely in the 

Adn division. 
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* Auth: CG 17th Abn Div* VARSITY HQ 17TH*AEN DIV 
* Init: * APO 452, U. S. Amy 
* Date: 18 March 1945 * 18 March 1945. 
* * * * * * * # * • * * * *  , — — —  

Copy No. 21 of 100 Copies. 
Tfos C of S, 17th Abn Div. 

FO #1. . ' 

MAPS: GSGS 4414;'sheets 4203, 4303, 4403, 4204, 4304, 4404, 4205, 4305, 4405; 
scale 1:25,000. 

1. a. Int Annex #1 dtd 10 K rch 1945 and Change #1 dtd 16 March 1945. 

b, (l) 15 Div(Br) a part of XIX Corps(Br) will commence assault crossings 
of the RHINE R in the vie of (SSEL at H-Hour, D-Day. 

(2) XVIII Corps (Abn) consisting of 6 Br Abn Div and 17 US Abn Div will 
drop in the 'xESEL area at P-Hour, D-Day to assist the assault cross-

, ings of 15 Div(Br). ; 

(3) 1st Comn-ando Brig (Br) will cross RHINE R N of /ESEL at H~4 Hour®, 
D-l Day and capture iESEL. ? 

(4) WTH AIR FORCE will accompany the 17 US Abn Div air lift to 7®ESE. 
SECOND TAF will accompany US air lift to DZ's and LZ's and continue 
to work in cooperation with 17 US Abn Div. 

(5)IX TCC will transport oarachute troops, glider trooos and equipment 
of the 17 Abn Div and will effect air resupply to the 17 Abn Div. 

f 

2.* 17 US ABN DIV will drop at P-Hour, D-D»y; seize, clear and secure the div 
area with priority to the high ground just E of DIEREGFORDT, and the bridges 
over the ISSEL R from (253439) to (235458).(both incl); orotect the right (S) 
flk of Corps; establish contact with 1st Com ando Brig (Br) ME of "TSSEL at 
(to be announced), with 15 Div (Br) at (to be announced) and with 6 Br Abn 
Div at (161456), (169462), (219477) and (196467). 

Atchd (in land tail): 
605 TD Bn, 3" (towed)(US) _ 
771 Med Tk Bn (US) 
Co A, 3d Cml Bn(Mtz) 4.2 mortar (US) 
387 AAA A-/ Bn SP(US) 
692 FA Bn 25 pdr(US) 

3. a. 194 CT 

Tro»ps 
194 Gli Inf 
681 Gli FA Bn 
Btry E 155 AA Bn 
Btry B 155 AA Bn • 
Gli Pilot® 437, 436, 435, 439 Groups 

(1) Seize and hold crossings over ISSEL R. 

(2) Clear regt'l oortion of div area, < 
1 

(3) Do V-nd line of ISSEL R d IS EL CAT1L ith the minimum of personnel 

(4) Maintain strong reserves to destroy any enemy penetrations into 
regt'l area, 

(5) Hold one(l) gli inf bn in res to be com dtted only on div order, 

(6) Prevent enemy oenetrations into regt'l sector from SW, 
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VARSITY ' 

Hq 17th Abn Div, APO 452, U. S. Army, dtd 18 March 1945, T& #1, cont'd. 

(7) Outpost Dosition. 

(8) Prepare plans for movement to SE, 

(9) JUNCTION POINTS: 
With 1st Cmdo Brig (Br)- to be announced. 
With 513 CT -(223457) 
With 507 CT - (209449) 

b. 507 CT 

Troops 
507 Prcht Inf 
464 Prcht FA Bn 
Btry A 155 AA Bn 

(1) Seize obj and assist, by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br). 

(2) Clear regt'l portion of div area. 

(3) Prevent enemy penetrations into regt'l area. 

(4) Assemble along E edge of woods upon junction with assault units. 

(5) JUNCTION POINTS: 
With 194 CT - (209449) > 
With 513 CT -(RJ (182449)&(196453) 

c. 513 CT 

Troops 
513 Prcht Inf 
466 ?rcht EA Bn 
B try C 155 AA Bn 
139 Engr Bn -
Gli Pilots 440, 441, 442, 314 Groups. 

(1) 3d Bn 513 Prcht Inf will prevent any enemy crossings of ISSEL R in 
regt'l area and occupy OPLR. 

(2) 513 CT (-3d Bn) 
(a) Seize obj and assist by fire the assault crossings of 15 Div (Br) 
(b) Clear regt'l oortion of div area. 
(c) Consolidate in eastern part of sector upon junction with 

assault units. 
* 

(3) 513 CT CONTACT POINTS: 
With 194 CT -(223457) 
With 6 Abn Div(Br)-(161456) and (169462) and (219477) and 

(196467) 
With 507 CT - RJ (182449) and (196453) 

17 Abn Div Arty 

Reinforcing: RA 53(W) Div (Br-) 
81 Field Regt (25 prs) 
83 Field Regt (25 prs) 
133 Field Regt (25 prs) 
One Kedium Regt (5*5 in. guns) 

(1) 464 Prcht FA Bn - initially atchd to 507 Prcht Inf. Revert to div 
control on div order and then to dir suo of 507 Prcht Inf. 
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Hq 17th Abn Div, APO 452., U, S8 -Arm", dti 13 March 1945a FO #1.? cont'd, 

(2) 466 Wcht FA Bn - liitally ̂ .chd to 5-15 Ei'Cht, Inf. Revert to div 
control on div order ar.d uhen to dir sop of 513 Prcht Inf. 

(3) 681 Gli FA Bn - initiall:r at-chd t,o 194 Gli Inf, Revert to div 
control on div order s.nd' tnen to dir sup of 194 Gli Inf, 

(4) 680 Gli FA Bn - gen sup, 

(5 )  RA 53 (W) Civ (Br) •• gen svp* '133 Fi«ld Regt reing fires of 464 
Prcht FA Bn; S3 Field Regt roinf fires of 466 Prcht FA Bn; 81 Field 
Regt reinf fires of 681 Gli FA Bn# 

e. 155 AA Bn 

(1) Btry B atchd 194 CT after landing. 

(2) Btry A atchd 507 CT. after-landing. -

(3) Btry C atchd 513 CT after landing. 

(4) B try E atchd 194 CT after landing. 

(5) Btrys D and F - in land tail will establish AA orotection for Div CP, 

(6) AT Btrys upon landing will go immediately to local defense positions 
prepared to repulse local armored,-^tks. After reconnaissance btrys 
will be moved to prearranged positions at which time they become 
atchd to CT's. 

f. 139 Engr Bn 

(1) Atchd to 513 CT upon landing for the purpose of clearing LZ "N" and 
establishing a defense against a possible breakthrough from the N. 

(2) Be prepardd on release from CT atchment -
(a) To assist div in crossing ISSEL R and/or ISSEL CMAL, 
(b) To clear roads and areas of mines and booby traps, 
(c) To keep open MSR. 

g. 1st Commando Brig (Br) 

(1) Send Ln 0 to div and 194 CT upon arrival of gli elms, 

(2) Be prepared to extend bridgehead to the E between 194 CT and 
LIPPE R. 

h. Gli Pilots 
* • • -i 

(1) Gli Pilots of Groups 435; 436; 437., and 439 atchd to 194 CT. 
Gli pilots of Groups 440, 441# 442 and 314 atchd to f!3 CT, 
These pilots will be organized and equipped to assist in the defense 
of div-area. Senior gli pilot will submit to div through CO of unit 
to which'atchd a report on gli landings showing landing 00sition of 
each gli, injuries and supplies left in gliders. Senior gli pilots 
LZ "N" and LZ "S" will assist abn trs in locating themselves on the 
ground, Gli pilots willg- u§rd gliders to orevent their destruction. 
Senior gli 'LZ ;iN:! and LZ "S" will send liaison officers to 
Div CP as soon after landing as possible. 

(2) Gli pilots will be evacuated on div order at the earliest practical 
moment to a rendezvous point on E bank of RHINE R. 

x, (l) One (l) Pathfinder team of one(1) officer and nine($) enlisted 
men each, will be carried in Serials A-l and A-5 to DZ "W" and 
D Z  " X n r e s p e c t i v e l y  . . .  
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Hq 17th Abn Div, APO 452, 0,3. Axmy, d,i, 18 M-:.r zh 1^5,?0 #i, cont'd , 

(2) Each individual srill he isc-'.ted a yc-llow ce2fc»«6e triangle ir the 
marshalling area to be used for ground to ground,idontifioition on -
D-Day. ' 

(3) British jump helmets iray be worn initially by 6 Br Abn Div personnel,
: '> 

(4) Red berets may be worn by 6 Br Abn Div personnel for additional 
identification; 

'lclM'JJic: nur 

(5) D-Day - to be announcedo 
H-Hour - tins of aejsasaSLt0crossing of RHINE R by 15 Div(Br)(to be 

announced0 
P-H our.- time of land of first airborne personnel (to be announced), 

4. AIM 0 #1. 
' • * 

5. a, SOI Index1-1, Assault Edition. 

b, CP's - 17th Abn Div(fwd) - vie of 209449 
(rr )- CR 099278 

194 - to be reported. 
507 - to be reported. 
513 - to be reported. 

c, See Sig Annex. 

MILEY 
CG 

OFFICIAL: 
MESSINGER 

G—*3 

ANNEXES: #1. Intelligence. 
#2. Air Movement Table, 
#3* Signal, 
#4r Artillery. 
#5. LZ 5t DZ» 
#6, Opns overlay. 

DISTRIBUTION 

1- FAAA 19 — CG 37 513 
2- FAAA 20 Asst CG 38 - 139 
3 - IX TCC 2!L - 0 of S 39 - 155 
4- Second Array (br) 23 Gv.-f 40 - Div Arty . 
5 - r/u:i Ooro:-; (Abn) 2$ G-2 41 - Div Arty 
6 — XII Corpo (Br) 24 G-3 42 ~ Div Arty J; 
7 - Oise B ase S=>ot.ion 25 * G~3 43 Div Arty 
8 - 1st Br Or.d:> Brig 26 - 0-3 44 - Div Arty -
9"13 Abn T3i „- 27 — G-3 45 - Div Arty 
10 - 6f. Abn Piv ?'< 0-3 46 - Sp Trs Cmdr 
11 - 101 Abn Div c-l 47 #*4 Ren Plat: » 
12 ~ 6 Abn Div yEr; . . .  nhi?f Ln 0 4ft QM Co 
13 - 15 Div(Br* J <- ''j 'V i: U'g 49 •Sig Co 

Q^ •14 - 605 TD Pn i:i«t 0 50 Ord Co 
15 - 602 FA Bn ri si - islad Co 
16 L- 771 '"'ed 1* Bn j+ Hq. C'3L';i'i' >2 Hq Co 
17 - Co A, 3d Oal Br 3> 9-4 AJO & File * 
18 - 387 AAA AW Pn 3<> - i>4 — Div Historian 
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AIR WWWSST TABLE (PARACHUTE) EQ 17TH ABN DIY* A«tk C$» 174.h--Abn»Div * 

-v.- oo jo < + Init: 
* Datef T? M"-rch 1945 

* 
* FORM A 

17 March 1945 

* * * * * *  * * * . * * * * *  
Operation "VARSITY" 

Serial 
No* 

A-l 
i 

j^i-f^rno Ur.it 
•.re.1.'alo de?.ig-
~..3.:-ion of serial 
00 

50r Rog-b Hq & Hq 

RAF 
nsTCG 
Unit 

NO, 
! Of 

a/c 

No» of 
Aircraft 
(chalk) 

Take-Off 
Airfield 

DZ Aircraft 
Available 
for 
Loading 

Equipnent 
Loadi,ig 
Complated 
by 

Aircraft 
Ready for 
Emplaning 

Emplaning 
Complete 

Time 
of Take 
Off 

' 

Time of 
Landing 

.. . . 
iiii 
!! 
I 

•"«» » • /Mr 

Remarks 

i 
I 

{"*e 
1st Bu 507 

PF Gp 46 1-3 
4-45 

A-40 W 
1 P 

1 
1 4 racks 

I 0,--? ?<iv fiq 46 ! 

A"2 

j 0r-' Ruff ~ Cadg
I. -
W-l Br. 507 
: 5.Cr R?g» H'i & Eq 
; Jo 

jol T:<mir.esi. 

4.38 45 1-42 

43-45 

A-79 W 

i 

! 

i 

i 

i
1 

r ( 

p/4; 
|> 

6 racks - Sor ̂ dr £ 

A-3 

A~4 

: 3d Bn 507 
507 Reg* H? & Hq 
Co 
Ma.j Taylor. Cradg 

Div Hg (-) 
464 Jreht FA Bn 
Maj (Jetti Miloy, 
Cmdg 

438 

434 

45 1 46-87 

88-90 

i 45 1-3 
4-45 

A-79 

A-80 

W 

• W 

% 
t 

aEh 

O
-P 
U 
o
•H
U*
P* 

% 
> 

5 
cSE-» 
O
-P 
u 
o
•r! 
u
a* 
CO 
6.Q 

i* 
! 

I 
(f 

!j1Jf 

! 

G_j
8 

i 
a 
r\w•p 

r̂\ 
-H 

Oi 
to
& 

1 
j1 

1
j\i
i 
|! fe. 

•ft.H-4 
% 
i 

1e-i 
o 

u
O 
•H 

& 

< 

i 
1i 
[! 

' ii 

P/s| 

P/12 n 

\ 

* 

" 

« 

r 

A-5 2d Bn SlS-
3d Bn (-Co *H) 
Lt Col Miller, 

313 I 36 1-21 
22-36 

B-54 ix £ C\J 
i§ 

^ i 

s 
r-» 

P/16 6 racks 

Cmdg 
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A-7 

atr movement, table (parachute) 

Arfi 

iihome 'Jr>it Ko ., oi Take-Off 

—JLUJ3 desig: ^ j DSTCC rt Airfield 

v.: I;ion of serial f 'Qjti'C A/C i:a.Lk) 

57-42 B-54 
& $e*rv 

43-51 

1st px, m 3 52 -72 
Co.1 U~uMts; Cirdf 

I 
: 7)i-<r Ar>;y HQ Jx-) j 
466 Pr-ht Eft Bn* ! 

434 45 46-48 
49-90 

A-80 

Brig Cfon FneIpc* j 
Owdg | 

FORM A 

Operation "VARSITY" 

DZ 'Aircraft E^v '.X js,'in.onil * 

{Available Loading 
j for Completed 
j Loading 
f 

x! 

\ 
\ 
4 

t 

8 
I I 
JS 5

Crf 

o o -p -p 
s* u 
o 0 
•H •H
54
P4 01 

£ 
£ i§ 
<<** CSJ 
CsJ 

Aircraft .^Emplaning 
Ready for ]Completed 
Emplaning I 

r 

<w 
«-f 

o «-4 

&
t o 

t 

cS J8 
IH a*

£h
O 
-P O 

-P
Vi 
o U
•H o
*4 •H
P« 
63 

3 
fcB Si 

Time of Time of 

^Take- Landing Remarks 

Off 

P/ 20 6 racks 

P / 30 6 racks - S®r Ldr 4 
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AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER) 
HQ 17TH ABN TDIY 

FORM A 17 March 1945 

Operation "VARSITY" 

; Airborne Unit 
include desig­
nation of ser-

! ial CO 

u~2 ;)iv iq 
il'-r. Fiat 
2d Ba(~Eq CO 
:;r! 3a (-) 194 Gli 
liii* 
f/:- Col Stewart, 
Cmdg 

\ II? Co 2 d Bn.(-) 
j (-•) 
I ls+> B > (~C<- ?(-) 
U C'r 1st Bn) 
» -9- Q3 -i In? 
Coi 'pierzGj Cmdg 

Co B (-) 
Co ]. >;r Bn 

R<3gt, lie, CO (-) 
AT Co (-) 194 
Gli iuf 
Lt Col Schorr, 
Cmdg 

A? Co (-) 
3d Bn (-Hq Co 
3d Bn ("}) 194 
Gli Inf 
Maj Rowan, Cmdg 

RAF } So, No, of 
USTCCj of Gliders 
Unit |f,/c 

T\437 4U 1 

)80 
1 
77) 

437 , 40 ; 16) 
; V 5> 

; ! }80• 

i t 59) 

436 \ 3^ 5$ 
f 29) 
I 9) 72 

> 
29) 

436 36̂  5)
I 72 

67 

Ho. of 
Gliders 
(chalk) 

1 
2-3 

4-80 

81-
97-ia 

102-160 

1-5 
6-34 
35-43 

44-72 

73-77 

78-144 

Take-Off 
Airfield 

A-58 

LZ 

S 

Gliders E^uipmenlj Gliders 
Available Loading ( Ready 
for Completed for 

-bit- »ip1an1ug 

Emplaning 
Completed 

Time of 
Take-
Off 

Time of 
Landing 

P/ 36 

Remarks. 

A-58 S 1 |P / 48 

A-55 

A-55 

S 

a
i 
M 
a. 
o -p 
u 
o 

04 
xa 

& 
S 

o 
t 
©
J* 

o•p 

o
•H
S*
P4 
BO 
s 
sS 
CV2 

0
1 
J3
o3Eh 

5 
S-4
O
•H
t* 
a. 
CO 
6
& 

*•4 
& 
q 
GS

Eh 
O 
-P 

u 
o 

P* 

P / 60 

P/70 

9 

l«4 
-J 

r) 

3 
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AIR MOVEMENT* TABLE (GLIDER) 

FORM &•i i i m * 
HQ 17TH ABU DIY 
17 March 1945 

Operation "VARSITY" 

irboroe TJnit 
|include d&eig-
:r>a+ion of serial 

; Hi -Co 3d Bn(-) 
jlbgt Hq Go (-) 
jilogt Med Dot, 
j194 Gli r«f 
j Hq Det & Hod Dot 
I btry B 
!Btry E(-) 
|155 AA Bn 
Lb Col Paddock, 
Comdg 

A-
Btry E(-)155 AA 
Bn 
681 Gli Pi Bn(-
Hq Btry (-)) 
Lt Col Keating 
CSmdg 

\ 
A-14 Hq Btry(-)Sal 

Gli PA J» 
680 Gli PA 3n {-
iBtry B(-) St Hq 

(Btry (-)J 
!Lt Col Oswald, 
jcmdg. 

T Equipment GlidersRA? No., No. of |No». of Take-Offj IZ jGlidCrs 
Loading ReadyUSTGC of Gliders {Gliders Airfield j jAvailable 

i jCompleted forUnit a/C I(chalk) t for 
Emplaning-.-Loading- '^Y: ^ 

455 36 26) ! 1S26 A-48 f 5 
[27-38 

j39-44 
142-48 

21) 49-69 
) 
S) 70-72 

& 
n a oi r I435 36 9) 73-81 A-48 ! S 
J§ M 

© 

)72 a r <& •. 
Eh63) 82-144 

O O O 
-P «P 4> 
u 
o O O
•H 
U W 
Q* a* 

,£59 36 1-7 4-39 S «r 
& 

72 S & S 
65 8-72 ca

M 

Emplaning Time oi 
Completed lake— 

4 off 

Tine of 
flifting Remarks -

p /80 

t 

05e-i 
o-p 
*4 o•H 
6 

P/90 

P/100 

s 
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Serial 

•fv-15 

A""±b 

&-17 

A-18 

A-19 

Airborne Unit 
include design 
nation of serial 

Btry B (-) 
•Hq Btry (-) 680 
iGli PA Bn 
.Trans 507 
?Trans 464 
[Supplies Cslv.gr) 
'Lt Co2 E'J-itr-r CKdg 

i 
•Ron Flat 
iE£*TCC? Gciitroi 
j!3S En^r 
jco 0; Co A (• •)) 
iL"fc Col J'%livi3on 
•Cmdg 

(Co C, Co A (-)139 
: Engr 3n 
|Btry A" -) 155 AA 
j Bn 
| Maj Mason, Cmdg 

Btry A (-) 
Btry C 156 AA Bn 
piv Hq (-) 
.Col Liebel, C&dg 
i 

r 
Div Arty Hq (-) 
|517 Sig Co (-) 

ol Gunby, (Jmdg 

RA.F llTo. 
USTCC!, of 
Unit ;A/C 

439 '36 

440 ,45 i 

440 |45 j 

44l| 48; 

442 I 48 

I 

No* of 
Gliders 

21) 72 

2) 
6)  
) 45 

37) 

32) 
) 45 

13) 

8) 
21) 48 
19) 

20) 
28) 48 

A ¥ 

AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER) 

FORM A 

Operation "VARSITY" 

No. of j" Take-Off LZ Gliders jEquipaentjGliders j Emplaning i Time 
Gliders Airfield /Taiiablej LoadingA^i !Ready for?CompletedjTake-
(chalk) for !CompletedjEniplaningj Off 

Loading j by 
73-96 | A-39 

S 97-104; 
I105-125! 
;1269139 i 
!140-144 

1-2 A-50 N | 
3-8 

9-45 &1 ? s 0 
o f 1

Mt <3 cs A J?
E-f 05 aS

tH o 
-p o -p O O

-P 4>46-77 A-50 N J* u 
o o U•r} o O
U u •H •H78-90 P* Pi P* s.03 09 

! 2
u s 

TO £6
i 1-8 A-41 N w 
| 9-29 ca 

ta 

; 30-48 
CM 

1*20 B-24 N 
21-48 

Page 5 of |7 Pag 

HQ 17TH ABN DIV 
17 Mar-oh -1945 

of Time of J 
Landing ! Remarks 

i p / no ! 

P / 120 ; 

P / 127 | 

P / 134 

j P / 141 | 

i 



AIR MOVEMENT TABLE (GLIDER) 

FORM A HQ 17TH ABN MV 
17 March 1945 

Operation "VARSITY" 

,®or5. al 
No. 

A-HO 

A"222 

Airborne Unit 
include desig­
nation of serial 
CO 

j517 Sig Co (-) 
.224 ifed Co (-) 
jMaj Kenny* Cmdg 

J224 Med Co (-) 
.Trans 513 

Be Air Support 
G ft up (0-T i) 
Capt Kelly, Cmdg 

1 Trans 466 
;G"4 sup (QM) 
;G~4 Sup (Or i) 
' Phantom 
iCapt Stewart* 
. Cmdg 

RAP No, 
USTCC of 
Unit a/o 

i 
441 148 

n 

314 40 

A 

314 

No, of 
Glj.der s 

6) 
42^ 48 

8) 
21) 
8) 40 
3) 

No. of Take-Off 
Gliders Airfield 
(chalk)| 

f" 

"T~ T, GlidersLZ j Gliders 
RsadyiATOilable!.?^? ;

i Ocrpiouea forfor 
j EmplanitgJlgading |by 

;r:
Emplaning^Time ofj.Time. of 
Completed,Take-.. [Landing 

'Off t 

4-

Remarks 

1-6 A-40 P / 148 

7-48 

; 
' 

1-8 
9-29 

B-44 
P / 155 

j 30-37 
!38-40 

•. • 

41-54 
55-60 
61-79 

B-44 
<iH 
o 
1 

& 
Eh 

I 

; 

o 
1 

j§ 
«5
EH 

<1-4 
ot 
$ 

U 
ftI 
3
d 

P / 162 

o 

u o : 

O 
-P 

^ o 

>• fi 

i 
t 

\ 

o
-P 

o 

Eh 

O
•P 
u 

•H
^ Oi 
CO 

?
i!| 
I1 

*hU a, 
W 

i 
U a, 

o
•H
U
P4 

* o 
w 

ii 
!! 

Ao 
w £ 

CM 
CMrH 

i 
Page 6 Jaf 7 Page I 



FORM A HQ 17TH ABN DIV 
HESUPELY BY ATE D -/ 1 17 March 1945 

Operations "VARSITY" 

|EquipmonUircraft Emplaniig; Time Time ofiSeri al Airborne Unit J RAP No. OffN o >  o f  T a k e  D Z  
I  S Loading {Esady for Completed of Landing Remarks!To„ include de sigJtJSTCi of A i i ' c r a f b  Air fiolc

I
* Camuletsd^mplaning Take 

Off 
nation of sor-jUnit ( c h a l k )  

1 1
1 for 

; ; ;
Uial CO -j 

11 

12001-50 Ro sup-ply by \ 436 45 |; ' A-55 ii ir ' 
IAir to 17th j 

i 

A~51 Airborne ; 436 45 I ;; A-55 • w ! 1204 
! Division : |f ? 

A-52 i i 435 45 A-48 ! w ! 1208fS 
o•H 

A 758 i 435 45 A-48 |
1 

W ! 
<H 

•P o 1212 
t ' I u o oI i

A-54 j 439 45 A-39 | W 
s
I CO 1216 

• HI M o *0 
A-SS- • j 439 45 

cS 
c3 1220A-39 w tH COO U1 -P O 

» 5A-56 440 45 A-50 W j U 
«P TJ

d 
© 

Q J* 1224•H o
•rfA-57 440 45 A~50 W ex. o 

CQ cL o 1228 
-pA-58 441 40 A-4Z ' « & & •H 

1236w 
A-59 441 •10 A-41 | ir -P 

1236 

i 
MTXEY

OPPICrALf CQ
MESSINGER, 
G-3 

Page 7 of 7 Pages 



* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VARSITY HQ 17TH-ABN DIV 
* Auth: CG 17th A-n Div * ; APO 452, U. S, Army 
* Init: . * : 17 March 1945. 
* Date: 18 March 1945 * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

'ANNEX #3 to FIELD ORDER #1. 

SIGNAL INSTRUCTIONS 

1, Radio Communication: 

a. The following orders will be observed: 

(1) Radio nets FD-l, FD-2, FD-3, FD-4j FD-5 and FD-6 will open on B-Day 
at H-Hour or as soon as possible thereafter. 

(2) All r&dio n£ts -vr&ll opkrat&lan 24 hour basis'^ Stations will not' 
leave net withour permission of the net control station,. 

(3) For composition of radio nets see Annex No. 1, Radio Circuit Diagram. 

(4) The division radio officer will designate time for change from 
day to night frequency on Circuit FD-2, 

2, Wire Communication: 

a. As soon as the situation permits, radio communication will be augmented 
by the construction of field wire lines. The Division Signal Officer" 
will decide which radio stations will close when good wire communication 
is established, 

b. All wire circuits will be tagged using existing wire tagging code. 

3, Codes and Ciphers: 

a. Codes and Ciphers as published in Assault SOI will be the only systems 
carried on the fly-in, 

b. Code names for Slidex Cards will be extracted from current SOI and 
carried with the air lift*.. 

4, Code Signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs: 

a. These will be issued for a fourteen day period. When D-Day is known, 
the code signs and Headquarters Address Code Signs will be retained for 
a period D to E/2, The remainder will be destroyed before leaving the 
ground* E„ch holder of these items of SOI must pay particular attention 
to this point. 

5» Authentication: 

a. The Playfair method of authentication as published in the Assault SOI 
will be the only system used below division level. 

b. Failure to authenticate must not be allowed to delay* or stop the passing 
of traffic on any net. When transmitting station cannot authenticate 
message will betaken and plainly marked NOT AUTHENTICATED. 

6. Security: 

a. The absolute minimum of code sign extracts will be carried by individual 
stations, 

b. Full divisional code sign extracts will not be carried below regimental 
level. 



r' ' 

VARSITY 

7, Signal Operation Instructions: 

a. Regular issues of Signal Operation Instructions will be collected from 
present holders two days prior to the movement of the airborne element 
to the marshalling areas or two days prior to the movement of the sea-
tail, (whichever leaves first) and will be turned over t'o a responsible 
officer of the seatail. An Assault SOI covering the period D to D/2 
will be issued for use during initial landing. On D/2 distribution 
will be made covering the period iy*3 to D/7, By D/7 new extracts 
will have been issued to bring regular issue of SOI up to date and this 
issue will be employed from that point on. In the event it is impossible 
to distribute the D/3 to D/7 issue, D/2 will be used, 

v 

b. Necessary distribution will be taken care of by Signal Officer, 17th 
Airborne Division, 

c. Precautions will be'taken to insure that regular issue of SOI is NOT 
destroyed, 

8, .Signal Supply: 

All requisitions for signal supplies will be handled through the Division 
Signal Office at the Division-CP, 

9, Communications at Departure Airfields: 

% 

a. Tor Communications at Departure Airfields see Annex Number 2, v 

MILEY 
CG 

OFFICIAL: . 

MESSINGER 

G*3 

ANNEXES: 
1, Radio Circuit Diagram (Attached), 
2, Instructions for Departure Field Communications (Distributed separately) 
3, Departure Field Telephone and TWX Directory (Distributed separately). 

: . 
: f c ;  ••  

•* 
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RC: 17^1- ABN EH* * * ^ ^ 
* Authj CG 17th Abn Div * -V.  AFO 0., S..AKT/ ; 
* Arty * 18 Maxell I94> 
* Init: » 
*~Date: 18 March 1945 * 
*  t f . #  * # # # * * * * # *  

vANtJEX NO. 4 (ARTILLERY) . ' ' 
- m' ' TO * 
FQ*1, 17TH ABN DIV 

•s 

PO.ls . . 
* .  *  

Maps: GERMANY - Sheets 4205, 4206', 4305, and 4306; scale 1/25,TOO. 
GERMANY « Sheets 16, 36, 17, 57. GSGS 45')'/, scale 2/50/XOi 

1, a. See Intelligence Annex to FO 1, 17th Abn Div, 18 Mart h 1945 

b. See PO 1, 17th Abn Div, 18 March 1945. 

2, Div Arty supports the attack* 

3, a, 464th Prcht FA Bn: Initially atchd to 507th Prcht Infj on reverting 
to.Div control to  direct support 507th Prcht Inf3 See Overlay No, 1.' 

b. ~ Prcfit PA' Bn: Initially atchd to -513th Prcht "Ihf; 6H"reverting , 
to Div control to direct support 513th Prchc Inf, See Overlay No, 1. t 

; * 

c. 681st Gli FA Bn: Initially atchd to l?4th Gli Inf j on reverting to 
Div control to direct support 194th Gli Inf» See Overlay No, 1« 

d. 680th Gli FA Bn: General support (Furnish direct support to 3d Bn 
513th Prcht Inf.) 

e. RA 53 (W) Div (Br): General Support. 

(1) 133 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 464th Prcht FA Bn, 

(2) 83 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 466th Prcht FA Bn. 

(3) 81 Fd Regt (25 prs) reinforce fires of 681st Gli FA Bn. 
* ' ' ' 

x, (l) Firing chart: Germany 1/25,000, sheets 4205, 4206, 4305 and 
4306. 

(3) Prearranged fires - see Overlay No, 2 and Annex 4a. 

(3) Forward Observer Groups: See diagram, Special Radio Nets, 
Annex 4b. 

(a) One forward observer from reinforcing artillery group will 
be with each infantry battalion. 

(b) One liaison officer from reinforcing artillery group will 
~ be"with each direct supoort artillery battalion. 

(4) Metro Message every four hours starting at H/3. 

(5)  Division Artillery Liaison Planes: 

(a) One plane from each direct support artillery babtalion wil 1 
carry radio with frequencies of reinforcing artillery to act 
as radio re2.ay provided all other means fail. 

(b) All other planes operate under Div Arty Control. 

(6) Special Liaison Instructions: 
• •'* , . . X ,7C **»*••"» . 

(a) 466th Prcht FA Bn and 690th Gli FA Bn will each furnish one 
(l) liaison section to 3d Bn, 513th Prcht Inf. 

(b) 680th Gli FA Bn furnish liaison section to 139th Engr Bn, 

Pace 1 of 2 Paces 
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\ftnex >To{ 4, Irti-M'Sr*", to ^ ''1> 17th ;bn ^iv. 
 ̂ /.•.jegftftjp*f" • 

4. So- •V.!r. Cjr'ar ?'oi ij ''^th 'bn Div, 1£ - nrch 1945. • 

5. "i. Si";n l C^r;runic lien: . 

(1) See 1>C v.o, 1, 17th on Oiv, If! -rch 1945. 

(2) See U t 1, • A'. Cocci 1 ^ \ :I.o •'wt.s, ;'_:iaex 4b. 

b .  C P ' s :  S u e  O v . r l I ; o »  1 .  

??' ZSS 

^TTCj'-I.: t. 

j s-3 

^closures: 
jOssa?)^. D*9.P^V '':':a9P° Overlay. 
!0Veriiy i'2t -rertrT^n^e^ Fiics". 

3. \nnex 4i, ^rcn.rr.'.n;*!3-: Fires. 
' 4. Annex 4'o» Diinw- of Soeci'l 'l-flio S'ets. 
j, f 
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y- .v  ̂ ><. 3/ -M. .jf 

* * Atfbh: CG 17th \bn Mx * V.a^ITI i'o'l&i tl. S. -r-iy 
* Arty #. IB '."arch 1945 
* In tj 155' * ___
* D-te: 18 I nrch 1945 * 

' SAilW: u TO '>CCO" W'Y CV-Ty.\!r W)j 2 
% TO PO r,0. 1, 1ft 17?!! rm P.TY, 
% 18 •' Ait 1945, WBSX 4, TO 
.. PO HO. i, m l?rn abv mv, ,ia ::*r 1945. 

iV rav.s, co ,Gr: Tr,i 'Tiuir£ 

1, The follctfrinc: the ".rc^r1* 1 concentrations of the 17th Abn Div 
Irty. Ml concentrations -.re "OF C1L.T". 

<% In tho zone of the 507th -rcht Inf ntry: 

Cone ffo. Coori'jn ;tea 

700 16564215 
701 18644227 
702 18744238 
703 19074266 
704 19164278 
705 19294288 
706 19644308 
707 2C334333 
708 19&34366 
709 19694330 
710 19164286 
711 18944280 
712 1C604250 
713 18404236 
714 18254216 
715 17804222 
716 18024250 
717 17944256 
718 18014260 
719 17904260 
720 18734292 
721 18774303 
722 189C4343 
723 19304348 
724 19144417 
725 18564330 
726 18084302 
727 17824281 
728 17634264 
729 17404230 
730 17044218 
731 16124192 
732 17084236 
733 17134254 
734 17244293 
735 17334332 
736 17844364 
737 18334340 
738 18334380 
739 18504464 
740 19524531 
7a 182?4486 

,. *42 17984425 
743 17854424 

' - 744 . 17804414 
745 '• 17674425 
746 17605413 

• - 1 « 



_ Sheet 2 of 5 shootsI 
imox 4a to accor v'jny Oyerl?v ^o» to FO Wo4 li Ko JJth A.bn Oiv 16 

191*5, -\nnex 4, (Artillery) to "0 NO* 1, i-le? l?th "'ton »iv, IB • 1945. 

Cone. -'!0t CoorUin-itoa 

175?44?4 
i?/iUf3'r/+ 

749 17494394 
750 . ' 17604372 
751 16744300 
752 • 16304263 
753 16004255 

- — *54 - 15504217 
7^5 15tq'^70 
2r>6 15V34i03 
757 15574353 
758 l/»:if^393 
759 15U4412 
760 16034422 
761 . .. 162^.-447 
762 20^6/492 
763 180?»J47 
764 207; ;-j 94 
765 20'-24497 
766 2G13-V;10 
767 21014555 

b. In the zone of the 513th >:rcht Infuntry: 

CoorOi nr.tss 

800 22904734 
801 22224734 
802 224C4792 
803 22614735 
804 22694719 
RC5 223?/,712 
806 22064692 
807 22°2V.h16 
808 22?74667 
809 22644662 
filO " 22634628 
811 Gnit 
.812 Omit 
813 Gnit 
814 22134653 
815 22044635 
816 - 21714636 
817 21734650 
816 194 94-547 
819 19414616 
820 19';? -.616 
821 l%&';-688 
822 18774662 
823 18«i4646 
824 18484604 

18^94610 
18224592 

827 18294565 
828 18394560 
829 17^64597 
830 1773'''600 
831 176:4610 
832 1754'621 
833 -- 17624530 
834 1751-',541 
835 17364550 
836 172L\560 
837 173.04567 
836 16804571 
" ' - 2 * 



"hnex 4a to ^qco^-nny' Overly'ho* .?• toJ?0 i'-'o« 1,..llaTI7t"h. Aba'..Div < Art.v, IE at 
,Annex 4 (.<rbiliaw) to W Ho. 1, Ha 57th -bn Div, 16' 1-t 1945. 

» -v .  - I ~  '  f  .  • .  

Ssssjfi. • .• . Sanfttfrpfofi ' 

839 • 16^570 
840 15/5^;569 

' 841 1549-v53S 
642 15564523 
843 1&124500 

; 844 22v;tfil8 
845 2?0;'.' t'OO 
646 2?6!./;8-36 
847 23?'<4:i05 
£43 2tf>-Y-&2fc 
849 24ST4S17 
650- 2434*618 
8'>1 2Z,?4i866 
832 24&.':G63 
653 25.'*o:,926 
654 25644670 
8^5 Omit 
8?6. Celt 
8;r.7 Orit, 
658 Omit 
6">9 Or.it 
860 Omit 
861 24314744 

'862 2A..0:»4716 
8H3 - Qrlo 
864 Or:: it 
865 2:-3-i:705 
866 23?.74730 
G67 23254747 
868 21CU555 
869 Cr.U 
870 22624792 
871 Qn±o 
872 On.it 
873 230.';4692
8?i. OiTiit 
875 19^4638 
876 195^46/7
877 20X4530 
878' 19&.4537 

c. In the /.one of the 194th Oliver Infantry, 

Ooac ''o. Coor-'in tcs 

900 22104246 
901 234£4260 
902 23704211 
903 234^,136 
904 247M252 
905 249c414C 
906 243^4076 . 
907 24813994 

• -908 - •: 2533M)90
909 26?>i.033 
910 2?"u 122 
9U -28504140 
912 297"4-56 
913 25684178 
914 259'.i-<ll 
•915 25874243 
916 26364262 

• 3 -



• Sheet 4 of 5 sheets 
Annex 4a to apo.crao.~nv Ovorl-'iy ;'<o» 2 to FO No. 1, H-i l?tii \bn Div ".rty, IB 

Anaex 4, (Artillery) to ?0 i~o. 1, Jr. 17th -\hn Oiv, 16- t>jr 45. 

Conb I'o. ry.. . •Coordxni.tgs 

<£> 

m 
920 25924336 
$2i - 250843^-
922 24194380 
923 22854417 
924 24934455 
925 248B4488 
926 251-4493 
927 25644431 
92S 263.2Wi.13 
929 26604398 
93C 26732:418 
931 27984454 
932 27274679 
933 26064502 
934 . 255-4547 
935 24804570 
936 24124336 
937 ?;•: or~ !,0T 242245*4 
938 23764364 
939 25504656 
940 24174500 
941 24834524 
942 25884461 

— ' » •••»• —•- 943 — — 
944 ' 2444419c 
945 23024200 
946 22524268 
947 22314308 
948 221:14-96 
949 22164107 

"950 20434198 
951 21804528 
952 22514590 
953 22804604 
954 22954626 
955 23484657 
956 23694614 
957 2364-688 
958 24634722 
959 25034747 
960 253.04720 
961 2524',725 
962 25554766 
963 25604749 
964 25984800 

In the zone >f the Sixth1'- li^bome Division (British) 

Cone !:o« Coor 'i.n 'to3 

?700 21944788 
P701 I69346I6 

- —- -?702 180346.77 
P703 • 18214679 
P704 19534725 
P705 19834720 
P706 203.14755 
P707 20664759 
?708 2111ifi30 

• • 

https://180346.77


hnnc:c l+;i to acco.r?-?.ny Ov;:rl'y i"o„ 2 Lo v"J i> o ,  irr]7i.h ibn Div ^rty, IS . •.-.r 45 
/uinex 4,-:-rtillcrj, to IX) "<*». 1, Ho 17ih Von !•> " ar 4.5,,

•"H . ' ..••••• 
Coogd.for.tes 

zmj^iz 
Z12&&C5 • 

zi2%uTn?> 

zviv^i 
ZyX'!:**2!> 
A59Ci.'5o • 

e. Mo orearr-?ii^«f* concenor^t 'oa v<--.\y bo noll^d by -> unit in :<h98« 
assigned zone it r'oss not i'alj. vcithcu;. cio c: r< ;c fro::; b-itt •• lion cor^uundcjr of 
b?.tt<Lion in direct support o" V.":« unix. in vnouo zone ft >.'oos £*11• "his cle^r* 
wee M'j.y bo obt \irvc'; rtiroot or .'-hrour^i 17th Vbii Div Irtjr Co'.:.or Corps Art* 
illery Co v.'rider, /Till Corps (Airborne). 

f• ryonc of the : oi Leiv-irr? prcv.rr med ccncentr ?700 io *715 *ncl-
iisive -lay be firod •:dthoufc.cJeir • \ nco from C.^\ 6t,h \irborn.3 'Iv.;cior» or Cor^s 
Artillery Co "vnderi "VIII C'-roc( dr-^nc;, 7;ni bl^lly J' his clearance* ust be 
obt*-J nad throurh Corps ",.ruil .er Corr/.vj'.-le 9 X.VJII Cor-v? ( \irbornc)» 

2# The folio dr," chock - vnt.s v.jll " e usoci by the ^i.vr's-'Or, 'riillery, 17th 
•\irborns Division. It is voou«:-.tocl th:rl. ths s a chock xnnt-G be user3 by support-
in*; artillery. 

Chock Point 

1 23nth??Q building 
2 W'%y& ?J

•t : . ...3 247443-'- Building (Church) 

putilps 

OFFICIAL: 

C M?BTXL 
S-3 

https://acco.r?-?.ny
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Drop ^ L/jwq/a/g 

ZONES LEGEND* 

s <  J  LZ-DZ AREAS 

FINAL POSITIONS 
OF UNITS 

""" 

uyj&P n  <3 

ONOOO 
&oi>o 

LANDING 

<p 

.\ 
DIEBSFORDT 

ANOING ZONE 

'dB 

MUHLENFELD 

°O^C?^"OP ZONE>V9 

HINE RIVER WES.EL 

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 
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OBJECTIVES 
LEGEND-

> LZ-DZ AREAS 

FINAL POSITIONS 

OF UNITS 

WSOOO N > 

fV ̂  O _ < 

ix 

DIERSFOR 

MUHLENFELD 

RHINE RIVER WES.EL 

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 



Lonoon 

Runs 

TSZ A Departure  F ie lds 

AW> ROUTE5 TO LANDING A HEAS 

[a 5o 

£  ORLEANS 
2 /JUNF 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 



IV  6  Enlargement  FROM 

"YALTA" To Lamping Areas 

R h  e  I  

L2- O 

L Z - 0LZR U-U 
\1  

Wee 

Yav-TA 

2 /JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 
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< *J.-uT 

[ 

t r }L\  ̂  A *  ^  ^  ^  ^  r , 
T «  t  <  7~*  ^  A r < < 

' ' I'^ ^ ^ 
\ t  \  ̂  ^ x t  - v .  ^  y  
T ' o >  x .  ,  * /  ^  ^  <  v '  . /  r< av* * « « < > .> 

S£I? IALS 
•  •  •  i  •

f i -8  t h ru . f l -15  • %  •  . . • • • . /  
. » . .  - • •  • • #m INDICATES GL iO^R 

I f lND I  NOS 
•  •  • •  • • • /  

. * * " • • • • •  • • • • « • , »  ; * • • • /  •  

[  • • •  .  •  •  •  ; • • • • . : y  .  
* '  : •  •  •  • / . • .  u  . : •  y 

1  * * * - » —  •  •  , •  * *  •  •  •  •  • '  

•  •  .  •  •  , x . *  

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • x '  *  . *  •  ,

:——  ̂ • ; 
• . • • • • .* :., •• 

: • ••  

\.§ 

2 / \ U N E  4 5 / 6 5 4 T H / E N G R S / 6 7  



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMT 

A-g 
194th Glldgr Infantry (,-) 

No, on Glider 

X 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 

22 

S3 
24 
25 

26 
27 

'28 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

34 
35 
36 
37 

38 

Abort 
Yes No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

Yes 

No 
No 
No 

No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 

No 

'Hit' 
S/A 
—X"" 
X 

, X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

an A.ir 
^ Flak Remarks 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
Landing gear and floor torn away 
Hit"fence row - Load & Personnel 
O.K. 
Crashed against fence. Personnel 
& load 0oK, 

X 1 KIA, 8 WIA 
X 
X Landing gear disabled - no brakeg 
Nose crushed, hit stump & fence 
1 Gli Pilot, 3 EM - WIA 

X 

X 

X 
x 
wrecked 4 KIA, 8 SWA, 3 LWA 

X Landed in swamp, through fence 
and over ditch, left wing 1/2 
gone 

Hit fences & ditch, left landing 
gear folded. Personnel & load 
0,K. 
Landed on Air Field 17 km NE of 
Brussels. Tow fitting broke loodd 

X Controls damaged in air, landing 
gear shorn. 2 men casualties by-
flak in air ~ glider load lost t< 
enemy fire as men left glider. 

Nose torn up, ran through 3 fence 
Load & Personnel O.K* 

X Left landing gear folded. Glidei 
pilot WIA 

X KIA, 2 WIA 
WIA 

X 
Personnel O.K. 

X 

X 6 KIA, 
2 WIA and 2 escaped. 

X 
in air, Pilot & co-pilot KIA on 

glider ladings gee attached overlay. •ground* ; 
Incl. #7A 



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. js. ma 

No. 

Co H (Cont'd) 

2d Bn 

• SERIAL A-8 ; 
194th Glider Infantry (-) T* 
Abort Hit in Air 

on Glider F.^ RemarksYr. 

39 So X 2L ; 2 casualties 
?»T Y.40 AM0 A 

41 No X X Pilot & co-pilot hit in air. 
No • X i' .42 

43 No 
44 No 
45 No X 

46 No X X Crashed against boulder in swamp 
1 casualty 

47 No X 1 WIA ... , 
4S No X ; 

X ,49 No ' 
V'50 No X Hit tail of dead glider.,load & 

personnel O.K, : 

51 No 
52 No X X 
53 No X : X Left landing gear shorn 
54 No X Landing gear & nose smashed, hit 

fence & telegraph pole, Load & 
personnel O.K. 

55 No 
56 No 
57 No Hit fence. Direct hit by Arty. 

Glider burned 1 Pilot KEA, 2 KEA 
& 1 VGA. tug wing hit & burning 
when last seen# 

5S No Direct hit by arty. 2 WIA 
Glider burned. Load lost 

59 No X Fabric torn up. Tug plane went 
dcvm in flames. Load & personnel 
O.K. 

60 No X Hit fences in pond nose smashed 
load &'personnel O.K. Tug plane 
burned, 

61 No 1 WIA by flak in air - load O.K. 
controls damaged* 

62 No X Left wing 1/2 torn away. 1 KIA 
Right wing nearly shot off in 
air3 no control 

63 No Tug plane shot down 
64 No X Hit fence and damaged fuselage. 

Load and Personnel 0eK. 
65 No X Glider shot down 9 KLAa load lost 
66 No X 
67 No X 6 WIA, both wings torn away 

load o.k. • 
68 No 
69 No Hit fences in landing. 
70 No Hit fence 
71 No X Lost landing gear on fence 
72 No X 1 WIA by flak in air 
73 .No X Tail damaged. Load & pers O.K. 

74 No X X 

75 No X Hit tree losing left wing. 
76 No X X Hit 3 fences. 3 WIA by flak in 

air, 
Poi glider lanqings see attached overlay. 



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ABM 

SERIAL A-8 

| 

194̂  Infantry (-) 

UNIT No. on Glider Abort 
Yes No 

Hit in Air 
S/A by Flak Remarks 

Hq Co 2d Bi 77 No X Landing gear shorn off. Load it 
Personnel O.K. -

78 No Nose smashed. Load & Personnel 
O.K. V 

79 No Load consisting of Gli Pilots, 
0. 5 EM lost. Load lost & per# 
sonnel reported killed after 
landing. 

(G-2, 17 Abn 80 No X X Glider crashed. 2 Casualties, 

For ;lider landiigs see attached overlay. 

Incl, #7A 



GLIDCR LANDING PATTERN - .  
O P € a A T I O N 

80(j£/D£R$ DOOBif TOCU 
( f l /D€RS  / -79  /9  * GI/ . /n f  

HQCO. 2n<1 8*. 
Cos <J- F- H 

G6/D&/1 No.SO D/V. HQ.G2 
AF QNIT-+37  dp  '  

•80 

•57 

•53 

•*T 

2/JUNE 45/654TH/ENGRS/67 

T p̂cc/o 7?eJ 1/12 , soo 

G £ R M A N Y  S H  G E T  S  

•^•20 5/3 • *305/1• 4-305/2 

"~l 



^egt'l Hq 

• • 

HEADQUARTERS'17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY 

SERIAL A-9 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Abort 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes Ho 

Co E . 81 
82; 

83 
84 
85 
86 
87 

88 

89 
90 
91 

92 
93 

^egt'l Hq 94 

95 
, 

96 
97 
98 

' 

„ 
Co A 90 

,100 
• 101 

102 
103 

104 

105 

106 
-

107 
108 

109 
110 

f 
111 

112 

He 
No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

No 
No 
No 

. 
No 

No 
, • No 

No 

No 

No 
No 

' 

No 
No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 
No 

No 
No . 

No 
i 

No'' 

Hit in Air 
S/A 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

Flak 

X 
X 

. X 

-

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

" .*• '• 

: : X 
• " 

,x • 

X 

. . . .  ...  -• • f  • V  

Remarks 

1 WIA by s/A in air , 
Larding gear shorn on fence f* 
Load & personnel O.K. 
Glider hit two fences 
Landing gear shorn by fence 

Left wing damaged by'tree-tail 
& nose damaged by fence. Loacl -
& Personnel O.K» 
Nose crushed and wings shorn 
by telegraph pole* 1 WIA 
Tail damaged by flak in air 
Hit fence 
Left wing lost by hitting wire 
& other' gli. Load & Pers O.K. 

: 

Hit 3 fences & elevated road. 
Damaged lail& right wing, Pers 
& load 0tT{» 
Fuselage damaged by flak in air 
Personnel & Load O.K.. 
Hit fence 

Tail damaged by flak in air, 
crash landed. Damaged landing 
gear & wing 1 EM received cuts. 
Glider burned. Cause1 unknown. 
After good landing, pers cap­
tured or killed. 
1 WIA by S/A in air.' 
Landed NE of Autobahri.Load lost 
to enemy.Personnel OK 2 back, 
1 hospitalized<in England, 12 
killed, wounded or captured. 

Tug ship hit, and crashed, 
causing glider to miss: LZ 
Tug ship hit, and crashed, 
causing glider to miss LZ. 
Nose hit river bank in landing 
2 0 1 EM LWA 
Faulty .controls - on long two, 
couldn't stay in position -
landing gear smashed in landing 
1 WIA 

; i • 
1 wing tbrn off by tree in 
landing. Load & Pers OK 

Right wing hit by flak-lost in 
landing. Load & Pers OK 
Crushed nose of glider due to 
soft ground.Load & Pers OK 
Hit fences losing both wings. 
Bottom of p;li torn out.All OK 



115 

116 

118 

119 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452> U. S. AKff 

SERXAL^A-9 '• 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 

! Abort 333.£ in Air 
UNIT Ho.,on Glider{Yes . No ; S/A Flal^ • • ' i Remarks • . 

Co C 113 No ' . Hose damaged by fences . 
114 No ' . . ., Landing gear damaged diue to 

soft ground •• •- , . 
115 No X Control damaged by flak.Land­

ing gear shorn & floor damaged 
\ . due to landing in slip. 3 IW£. 

116 Fo X Load & Pers OK
116 No X Wings damaged by flak. Load St 

Pers OK 
117 No X X Controls damaged by flak.Left 

sidep wing & nose damaged by 
hitting fence & plowed field. •• 
Load & Pers OK r 

118 No X Tail damaged by flak.Nose dam­
aged on fence post.Load &PersO! 

119 No Wings damaged on trees# Load 
' & Pers OK 

120 Yes Long•tow.Left ship slipped win,; 
into tow & comm line. 

121 No X 1 EM WIAF by S/A in air
* 

122 Yea 3 KIA 1 DOW 1 SWA - Balance of 
* 

4 

Pers Missing.Location of Land?' 
ing unlcnown. 

» 
123 No Nose damaged on fence.Load & -

Pers OK 
124 tto X Hit fences.Load & Pers OK 
125 No X
126 No X Left wing damaged by flak.Land 

^ : t ed on left side & wheel. Load , 
& Pers OK-

Go*. D 127 No X Wings & Nose hit fence. 
128 No X Nose & wing hit fence. 
129 No X X , Landed on nose due to soft 

ground. Load & Pers OK 
130 No X X 

». 131 , No X X Landing gear shorn due to 
plovred field,Load & Pers OK 

' 132,: No X Landed OK S/A injured controls 
sliglat'iy. Load & Pers OK 

J-
. . 

133,. . . No X Landed on nose due to soft gron 
. . .  '  r  •  nd.,C'!i cut loose by flak.Co-

pilot•& 1 EM KIA by flak 
\ 

134 No- X X Hit fence without damage«Laod 
& Per.s OK 

135 No glider landed in ditch nose in 
ground- Load & Pers OK 

136 No X X Tail demaged by fence in land­
ing Loe.d & Pors OK 

•. ^ . 137 No X Nose damaged due to plowed fie!. 
flak in tail section. 

•138 No X Flak hit near fusilage and tai!, 
section* Gfll landed OK 

13D No Hit two fences-aft cargo dam­
aged. Load & Pers OK 

r 140 No .. X 
For glider land::ngs see attached overlay. 



hitting fence« Load & Pers OK 
Hit 3 fences. Landing gear shorn 
1 wing damaged* 1 EM wounded in' 
Jeep, Co^Pilot wounded on landing 

Upon landing lost l/3 left wing oil 
tension tower. Hit Z fences tearin 
out rear section of floor. Load 
& Pers OK. 

Regt'l Hq 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452;* U. S. ARM? 

SERIAL A-9 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Abort | Hit in Air :r ! '"  

UNIT No. on Glider &/k Flak . Remark 
141 No ' X Flak hit wing# Nose damaged by 

hitting fence« Load & Pers OK 
142 No X X Hit 3 fences. Landing gear shorn 

1 wing damaged* 1 EM wounded in' 
Jeep, Co^Pilot wounded on landing 

143 No X Flak hit midsection in flight*:' 
Load & Pers OK 

144 No X X Landing gear shorn upon landings 
Nose & wing damaged by collision 
with telephone pole. Load & Pers 
OK 

145 No X 
146 No X Hit fence & farm implements.Land­

ing gear shorn and tail damaged. 
Load & Pers OK 

147 No X Flak shot off tail.Glider landed 
OK 9 WIA's from flak. 

148 No X Hit 2 fences upon landing. No 
serious damage. 

149 No X X Hit glider in air, then wire line 
SJlider wrecked on canal bank due 
to loss of control-. 2 0's, 1 EM 
wounded. Load & ammo broke loose 
and lost. 

150 No X 
151 No X 
152: No X X Upon landing lost l/3 left wing oil 

tension tower. Hit Z fences tearin 
out rear section of floor. Load 
& Pers OK. 

155 No X left wing hit in air. Tail hit by 
flak. Load & Pers OK 

154 No X 
155 No X Wings torn off on trees. Load & 

Pers OK 
156 No Landed on fenc,e losing nose and 

part of floor. Boad & Pers OK 
157 No Two lifts, first abort & landed oi 

home field. 2d lift OK 
Reon Plat 158 No

159 No 
Regt'l Hq 160 No X x Wings hit,Crashed landed.Collided 

with glider 50 ft fr ground losing 
one wheel. Hit other glider w/ 
wheel Ran thru fence. Load & Pers 
OK[

For gli<ier landings see attached overlay# 

• 

i 
i 
ji 



GUDCR LANDING PATTERN 

f&fR/AL No A-9x 

BO GC/DCRS00(/BC€ TOU/ 
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•7* 
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Left, wing & tail off. 1 EK ?Aa. 

Hq Co 1st E 

24 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY 

SERIAL A-10 
194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Abort Hit in Air 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes No S/'A Flak Remarks 

AT Co. 1 No X Pilot KIA, 2 EM MA, 
2 No X 1 EM injured. 

Co B, 3 No X Landing gear shorn,.Landed in 
meadow, Load & Personnel O.K. 

4 No X Hit fence, bottom torn out, Lq$.c 
and Personnel O.K. 

AT Co, 5 No X X 
X flak hit jeep in air. Pilot &: 

Co-Pilot killed on ground. 
Co, B, 7 No X X Controls hit by flak in air. 

Wings and nose gone. Pilot & 
Co-Pilot hit. 12 EM WI2 (8 EM ! 
evacuated). 

8 No X Landed in orchard. Glider 
wrecked, 1 EM Injured and 
evacuated. 

AT Co, 9 No X 
Co I, 10 No X X Left, wing & tail off. 1 EK ?Aa. 

Load O.K. 
Co, B. 11 No X X Flak cut tow rope in air. Glidei 

broke in two upon landing. 1 
KIA, 2 SWA, 2 WIA. Tug ship 
hit under control. 

12 No X 
Co I. 13 No X Co-Pilot hit on ground. 10, 

2 EM hit in air. Load O.K. 
14 No X X Pilot wounded in air. Load and 

Personnel O.K. 
Hq Co 1st E n11 15 No X Hit fence, sheared gear & 

ripped. 
botton. 

16 No On landing direct fire burned 
glider.' 2 O's, & 7 EM KIA. 

Co I. 17 No X X 1 Etf WIA 
18 No X X Landed in swamp, wheels & right 

wingtip off. 2 KIA, 3 WIA 
Hq Co 1st 19 No X X Right wheel off due to soft \ 
Bn ground. Load & Personnel O.K. 

20 No X X Hit fence, telephone poles & 
wire. Glider wrecked,- Load & ; 

personnel O.K. 
Co I 21 No X X Slight nose damage, du« to soft 

field. Load & Personnel O.K. 
22 No X X 1 KIA, 4 WIA. Load O.K. 

Hq Co 1st 23 No 
Bn 24 No X x' Landed in orchard, right wheel 

.lost. Load & Personnel.O.K. 
Co, I. 25 No X x 1 EM hit by flak. Pilot hit by 

sniper. Landed O.K. 
26 No X X 2 EM casualtiesf Glider burn­

ed upon reaching ground. 
Hq Co 1st 
Bn 27 No X X 

28 No X X 

Co I, 29 No X X Landing gear shorne, landed in 
s.oft field. Load & Personnel 0,

i 

-1-



38 , * 

Hq Co lst-B 

Hq Co 1st B 

ing. Load & Personnel O.K. 

Hq Co 1st B 

Left wing hit power line. Glidej 

Hq Co le,t B 

Hq Co 1st B 59 ; 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO .452, U.S. ARM*" 

4i * 
SERIAL A-10 

194th Glider Infantry (-">)•
1 1  1 1 1j" • "Hit In air 

UNIT No. ori Glider Yes No S/A Flak > Remarks 

•. 30 No X X Pilot and 1 M WIA. 
Hq Co 1st 31 No X Nose and right wing wrecked 

Bn avoiding another glider. Load 
and Personnel O.K. 

32 No X 
Co I 33 No X X Tail assembly shot away in air. 

Glider crashed. 1 EM KIA,, 1 Etl 
SWA. f, 

34 No X X Landed in soft ground, glider 
* • burned. 

Hq Co 1st' 35 No X Lost left wheel flue to soft 
Bn ground, j cJ.... * >*,-• 

36 No X 1 EM casualty. 
37 * • No X 2 EM wounded by ,'flak. 

Co ,K- .. . - 38 , * No X Hit fence, left wing damaged. 
k  « •  J .  

Load O.K. 
Hq Co. lst 39 No X Nose & tinderearraige gone as a 

Bn result of soft ground. Load & 
Personnel O.K. ' 

4° No r X Ploughed field, lost nose. Load 
& Personnel O.K. 

Co. K, , 41 No X X 
42 No X x Pilot & Co-pilot hit by flak 

A Landed O.K. 
Hq Co lst-B1 43 No . 

44 No Glider wrecked due to avoiding 
- other ship. Hit a tree. Co­

pilot SWA, 
Co K 45 No X X Landed in ploughed field. Lost 

control. Pilot & Co-oilot in­
jured. 9 Injured in landing. 

46 No X X 
Hq Co 1st B 1 47 No X Brash land - out of control. 

EM KIA, 3 EM SWA. Load O.K. 
1 

48 No X X Landed on nose, floor smashed ir 
Load & Personnel O.K. 

Co K 49 No X X Nose ploughed field upon land­
ing. Load & Personnel O.K. 

50 No X 
Hq Co 1st B 1 51 No 

52 No 
Co K 

4 ' 
53 No X X Left wing hit power line. Glidej 

crashed. 2 O's & 9 EM casual­
' ties. 

54 No All personnel casualties. 
Hq Co le,t B 1 55 

* * '+* 

1 
No X Wing tip shorn on telephone pole 

Landing gear shorn in trees, .: . 
flak hit tail in air. Load & 
Personnel O.K. 

56 No X X 
. Co K 57 Yes • Landed in Clement, Belguim. 

58 . . . . .  No X -' '  X  Left wing & nose damaged upon 
landing. 

Hq Co 1st B1 59 ; No X X Landing gear injured on fence. 
Load & Personnel O.K. 

6 0  .  No X X Hit fence, nose 
jLEaxsaanftl ,0 

injured. Load 
— 



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U.S. ARMY 

SERIAL A-10 
194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Hiit xn air 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes No [S/A Flak Remarks 

61 No 1 x 
62 No Landed in soft ground, 1 1M 

injured. 
Co M 63 No Landed in ploughed field. Load & 

Personnel O.K. 
Hq Co 1st En 64 No Fence ripped front. Load & 

Personnel O.K. 
Co K 65 No Landed in ploughed field. Pilot 

LWA, 
Co I 66 NO Landed in ploughed field. Load 

& Personnel O.K. 
Hq Co 1st 67 No Hit tree, lost wing. Hit 2 fences 

Load & Personnel O.K. 
68 No 1 0 out alive, rest MIA, load lost 

2 known dead, Pilot & Co-Pilot. 
Co M 69 No 

70 No Crushed nose. Landed in ploughed 
field. Load & personnel O.K. 

Regt'l Hq C 71 No Came down in flames North of Br 
6th Abn area. 2 K^A, 3 MIA. 

72 No ^anded North of British 6th Abn 
area. Glider perforated by flak 
& S/A. 3 KIA in glider, rest MIA. 
Load lost. 

-3-



GLIDER. LANDING PATTERN 
O  P t R . A T  IO N  

f&fRML Nofl-IO v 
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Regt' l  Hq C< 

Regt' l  Hq C, 

84 

CQ M 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, 0. s. mm 

• "• serial A - IX 
194th Glider Infantry (£) 

< •  •  • •  

Abort ! Hit in air 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes No ( S/A Flak Remarks 

Co M 73 No X ' 

74 .. No x x Hit.fence, knocked landing gear 
off; Load & Personnel O.K. 

Regt' l  Hq Cc 75 No 
76 No x Nose damaged hitting another glide: 

Load & Personnel O.K. 
Co M 77 No X X  

78 No x x Left Wing, landing gear & floor 
wrecked due to soft ground. Load 
& Personnel O.K. J 

Regt' l  Hq C< 79 •Yes 40 rain out from A- 5 5 ,  1 wing came 
. off, glider cut loose, other fell 

off before it hit ground. All 
killed. Load lost. 

80 No x Landing gear crumbled. Nose smash­
ed. Load & Personnel O.K. 

C0 M 81 No X 

82 No x x Hit fence - nose damaged. Load & 
Personnel O.K. 

Regt' l  Hq C, » 83 No X Nose & Tail ripped on fence - 1 
pilot LWA. 

84 No x Hit fence floor wrecked. Load & 
Personnel O.K. 

Co M 85 No x x Lost landing gear due to soft 
* , • ground, Load & Personnel O.K. 

'86 No X 
Regt'l Hq C > 87 No X 
AT Co 88" No x x Glider oancaked - total wrecked. 

• Jeep lost. Personnel O.K. 
Co M 89 No X X 

90 No tx x Hit 3 fences - nose damaged. Loac 
& Personnel O.K. 

AT Co • 91 No X X 

92 No X X  
Co M 93 No x Glider hit high tension wire -

load damaged - Pilot WIA. 
94 No x x Hit fence - mose damaged. Load & 

ersonnel O.K. 
AT Co 95 • No x x Hit fence - landing gear lost. 

Load & Personnel O.K. 
96 No X X  

Co M 97 No x . X' Hit fence. Nose & 1 wing damaged. 
Load & Personnel O.K. 

98 No 3C. ' x Landed in swamp. Nose damaged hit 
tail of another glider. Load & 
Personnel 

AT Co 99 Yes Landed in vicinity of Vega, near 
Brussels, Load & Personnel O.K. 

100 No Hit fence & another glider - lost 
- left wing & landing gear. Load & 

'* Personnel O.K. 
CQ M 101 No x x Landed OK - Glider burned on grour' 

Load lost. Personnel O.K. 
102 No X  X  

* 103 No x. 
104 No X X . 

. . .—1 



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY* 

SERIAL A-LL 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 
Jtbofct "Iffit in Air 

No. on Glider Yea NO IS/A Flak Remarks 

1.05 No Hit fence -"damaged wing & Wheel 
Load !e Pers-OK 

106 No. Hit fence-damaged nose".Lead & 
Pors OK 

107 No Hit high tension linp & fence. 
Lost landing gear & JLeft wing 
Load & Pers OK 

108 No Landed in soft ground-lost nose, 
landing gear & left wing* Load 
& Pers OK 

109 No Lost landing gear <fe left wing on 
hitting ground. Load & Pers OK 

110 No Landed in soft ground-lost wing 
& tail* Load & Pers OK 

111 ' No X Tail wheel lost in air due to g/A 
Load & Pers OK 

112; NO X Hit fenoe-lost noso» Load & Pers 
OK 

113 No X X 
114; No X X 
115 No Landed in swamp-hit fence-lost 

landing gear & left wing. Load 
& Pers OK 

116 No 
117 No X Landed in ploughed field-landing 

gear shorn off# 2 EM casualty* 
118 No 1 0, 3 EM hitbjr flak in air* Co­

119 No X 
pilot WIA* Load OK. 
Flak hit left wing in air.Hit sof-
ground damaging nose. Load & Pers 
OK 

LAO No Lost right wheel duo to soft 
ground* Load & Pers OK 

121 No Hit fence* Load & Pers OK 
122 No X Hit house on landing-sheared wing 

tips* Load & Pers OK 
123 No X Hit soft ground-nose damaged. 

Load & Pers OK 
124 No X X Landed in swamp-hit fence-damaged 

125 No X 
noso & wings* Load & Pers OK 
Landed in ploughed field* Landing 

12J6 No 
gear shorn off# Load ft pors OK 
Left wing damaged by flak* Load 
& Pors OK 

127 No 
128 No Landed in ploughed field-clipped 

fence,damaged nose, left wing 4 
landing gear* Load & Pers OK 

129 No Landed in soft ground-left side 
damagod* Load & Pers OK 

130; No Landed in soft ground-nose & land 
ing gear damaged* Load & Pers OK 

13! No Hit fenoe-damaged nose all else i 
132 No 
133 Ye® Down 1 mile fr Ruxensart.3miles 

For Jlider Landings See Overlay SW of Marfox. No reports 



Co 3d Bn 

H3ADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. . S. ARMY 

SERIAL A—11 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Abort Kit in Air f 

UNIT No. on Glider Yes No s/& Flak Remarks. 

134 No X X Hit fence & Power line •-damaged 
wing tip<> Load & Pers OK 

AT Co 135 No X Damaged tail in air-no rudder 
control6 Landed OK 

136 No X 
Go L 137 Yes Down in France. 2 EM left for 

front in ^eep, 1 EM left with 
(Slider 

'iq Co 3d Bn 138 No x l . : 
X Landed in soft ground-landingAT Co 139 Noo 

gear & nope damaged Pera OK 
140 No X Landed in soft ground-landing 

gear & left wing shorn off. Load 
& Pers OK 

Co 3d Bn 141 No X : Landed in soft ground-hit fence 
Damaged tail & left wing,. Load 
& Pers OK 

AT Co 142 No ' 

143 No X X Landed OK. Pilot & Co-Pilot KTAAT Co 
' on ground. 

144 No X X Landed OK. Glider burned on 
ground. Lost AT Gun. Pers OK 

For Gli ier Landings See Overlay 

t 
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* 

* • 

HEADQJARTERS' 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARIff 

SERIAL A-12 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 
'« 

UNIT 
[ AborF1*™""'THrt ih Xi..r 

No. oh Glider | Yes No iS/A Flak 
A....: 

Remarks 

Hq CP 3d Br 1 
2 Yes 

No 

i 

\ 

X 
Jeep came loose causing pilot •feg 
cutLanded OK. Load & Pers, OK ' 

3 No Hit l'encea Load & Pers OK 
* 4 No Hit fence« Load & Pers OK 

5 No X Hit fence. Lost landing^ear & 
one wingo Load & Per® OK 

6 No X Landing gear damaged. 2: O'fi & 1 
EM KIA by flak in air. Load OK 

7 No X X Crash landed, glider burned.Lost • 
load® 1 KIA* the rest SWA ''' 

8 No 
9 No X Landed in soft ground, damaged • 

* nose. Load & Pers OK 
• 10 No X Landed in ploughed field. Landing 

gear shorn* Load & Pers OK 
11 No x X Hit fence, damaged tail. Load & 

* • 
12 No X 

Pers OK 

13 No 
14 No X Landed in ploughed field, hit fov 

fence damaged landing gear. Load. 
& Pers OK 

15 No . X Hit two fences. Load & pers- OK. 
16 No X Hit two fences, tearing fuselage 

Load & Pers OK 
17 i No X . Landed in ploughed field. Load& 

Pers OK ' 
18 Noo Hit fence damaging left wing. 

Load & Pers OK 
19 N o X X 
20 No Hit tree & fence damaging left 

wing and landing gear. Load & 
Pers OK 

21 No X Hit telephone pole & fence dama** 
ging left wing and tail Load & 
Pers OK 

22 No X Hit fence damaging left wing. 
Pilot KIA. Load OK 

23 No Hit fence damaging landing Gear 
& one wing. Load & Pers OK 

24 No X X Hit telephone pole damaging one 
wing. Load & Pers OK 

25 :.'o No • X' Hit fonoe damaging loft wingo • 
Load & Pers OK 

r.' 26 No X X 1 WIA. Load OK 
! R e g t ' l  H q  27 No X • X 

28 No X X Hit tree;s & fence damaging land­
ing gear & left wing. Lost jeep. 
Pers OK 

29 No X . X Hit telephone pole damaging nose 
shearing left wing. Load & Pers0[ 

30 No 
31 : No X Jc Landed in ploughed field. Jeep 

broke loose. Load & Pers OK 
* 



HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. AR1FF 

SERIAL A-12 

194th Glider Infantry (-) 

Abort ;Hit in Air 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes No is/A Flak Remark® 

Regt'l Hq Co Hit fonce • Landing gear folded? 
1 EM SWA by S/A in air-. Load OK 

X 
Hit fence damaging wing & tail. 
Load & Pers OK 

X 
X X 1 EM SWA by S/A in air. Load OK 

Pilot couldn't control wings. 
Load & Pers OK 
Glider hit tree-top and dropped 
nose first. Pilot & Co-Pilot KIA 

X 
1 0 & 1 EM SWA- Load held OK |" I 
Landed in ditoh, lost landing i/ f 

X 

gear, nose caved in. 4 EM SWA• | 
Load OK / | 
Landing gear shorn & bottom of 
glider ripped up duo to soft grou' 
nd. 2 EM SWA by flak in air. Load, 
OK 1 '•") 

*i*it* 46**11 
I• 

155 1A Bn (-) 

Hq Dot & Med 42-44 No Crashed. Pilot, Co-Pilot, 2 0*s & 1 EM 
Dot 45 No killed. Location unknown. 

46 No Crashed, no one hurt. 
47 No Never found, believed crashed in flames 

1 0' and 2', EM lost 
48 No 

Btry B 49 Yes Landed safely in Belgium 
50-53 No 
'54 No Crashed, Pilot and 2 men killed, and 1 inr 

jured. 
55 No Crashed, Pilot and 1 man injured:. 
56-69 No 

Btry E 70-72 No 

For Glider la ndings see overlay 

i 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452,, U. S* ARMY 

SERIAL A-I3 

Abort 

UNIT No. on Glide> Yes No 

Btry E (-) 73-80 No 

155 AA Bn 81 Yea 

681 Gli PA B?i 82-107 No 

(-Hq Btry(-) 108 Yea 

109-118 No 
119 Yea 

120 Yea 

121-133 No 
134 Yea 

135-142; No 
143 Y e s  

144 Yes 

For gliccr landings 

Remarka 

None 
Landed safely in Holland 

None 
Pilot couldn't control glider. Cut loose 
over Pranceo No injuries. Load OK 
None 
Pilot couldn't control, cut loose over 
Prance, Crashed killing all oocupants. 
Rope fr No. 119 tangled in wing. Pilot 
out loose over France. No injuries. Load 

OK 
None 
Right aileron out of commission. Landed in 
France. Load OK 
None 
Nose fabric pulled off. Landed in Franco. 
Load OK. 
Tail flutter. Landed in Franco. Load OK. 

see attached overlay. 
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HEADQtJARfEftS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY 

SERIAL A-14 

Abort 
UNIT No, of Glider Yes No Remarks 

Hq Btry (-) 
681 Gli FA 
Bn 

1-7 No None 

680 Gli FA 8-16 No None 
Bn(-Btry B 17 No landed •"/load O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire. 
(-)& Hq 18-32 No None : 
Btry (-•*> 33 •'-'anded w/load O.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy; 

fire. 
34-36 No None 
37 No landed w/load O.K. Ammo destroyed by enemy 

fire. 
38 No None 
39 No landed O.K. destroyed £ ton truck. 
40-50 No None 
51 No Landed w/load O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire. 
52 No None 
53 No Landed w/load O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire. 
54 No Crash landed, load wrecked. Personnel 

injured. 
55-57 No None 
58 No Landed w/load O.K. Destroyed by enemy fire. 
56-59 No None 
70 No Landed w/load 0,K« Howitzer destroyed by 

enemy fire. 
71-72 No None. 

f 
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UNIT 

Btry B (-) 
Hq Btry 
(-) 680 G1 
FA Bn 

507 Trans 

464 Trans 

Supolies 
(139 Engr) 

No. on Glider 

73-76 
77 

78 
79-83 
84 

85-93 
94 

95 

96 
97 

98 

99 

105-120 
121-122 
123-125 

126-139 

140-144 

HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U.S. ARIIY 

SERIAL A-15 

Abort 
Yes No 

No 
Yes 

Yes 
No 
No 

No 

No 

No 
No 

No 

No 

No 
No 
No 

No 

No 

Remarks, 

None. 
Crashed glider wings torn off, Jeeo wreck­
ed. No oersonnel injured. 
Landed with load O.K. 
None. 
Crashed 3,anding, Load wrecked, personnel 
injured. 
None 
Glider and load unaccounted for, Personnel 
listed KIA, 
Glider and load unaccounted for. Personnel 
listed SWA, 
None. 
Glider and load unaccounted for. Personnel 
listed LWA 
L:\nded w/load O.K. Ammo destroyed by energy 
fire. 
None 

None, 
Burnt 2 jeeps lost 
None, 

All gliders landed safely with loads O.K. 
Loads lost caused by enemy action on grounc 

None, 

J, 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY 

SERIAL A_16 

Abort 
UNIT No. on Glider Yes No Remarks 

Ren Plat 1 No Damage to cargo only by flak. 
2 No Wing demolished by another glider load O.K. 

IX TCC Cont 3-8 No None, 
139 Engr Bn 9-10 No None. 
(-Co C, Co 11-16 No Crashed. Load O.K. 
A) 17-18 No None. 

19 No Crashed. Load O.K. 
20 No None. 
21 No Crashed. Load O.K. 
22-23 No None. 
24 No Destroyed by enemy fire. Load lost. 
25-27 No None. 
28 No Destroyed by enemy fire. Load lost. 

29-33 No None. 

34 No Crashed. Load O.K. 

35 No None. 
36 No Crashed. Load O.K. 

37 No None. 
38 No Crashed. Load O.K. 

39 No None 
40 No Crashed. Loadk O.K. 
41 No None. 
42 No Exploded in Air 

43-45 No None. 

s 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY 

UNIT No. on Glider 

Co C, Co A 46 
(-) 139 ~Em;:;r 47-54 
Bn 55 

56-65 
66-68 
69-72 

73 
74-75 
76-77 

Btry a (_) 
78-90 

155 AA Bn 

Abort 
Yes No 

No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

No 

SERIAL A-17 

it,'emarks 

Crashed. Load O.K* 
None. 
Crashed. Load O.K. 
None 
Crashed. Load O.K. 
None 
Crashed. Load O.K. 
None 
Crashed. Load O.K. 

None, 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S, ARMY 

SERIAL A~18 

•oort 
UNIT No. on Glider * Is:« Ho Remarks' 

I 
Btry A (-) 1-8 No 

<. v 

Btry B 155 9-26 No j i*J one•) 
AA Bn 27 No ? Crashed. One man seriously injured. 

28-29 No I Hone. 

Div Hq (-) 30 No Hit by flak. Cargo slightly damaged* 
31-43 No 35 & 12 hit by flak. Load O.K. 
44 No Gl:Iricr damaged by jeep going through nose 

on landing & load O.K. 
45-48 No None. 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. Si ARMY 

SERIAL A-19 

Abort 

MIL No. On Glider You Nc . Remarks 

Div Arty Hq 1-20 No None 
(-0 

517 Sig Co 21-30 No None. 
(-) 31 No Glider burned. 

32-36 No None. 

37 No Flak damaged trailer; 

38-48 No None. 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S, AMI 

SERIAL A-20 

Abort 
No. on Glider Yes No RemarksITNTT ...._ H—~ -~l-4~ " No ! None517 Sig Co 

(-) 5 No Glider and load burned 
6 No •Jeep shot up by MG 

224 *fed Co 
(-) 

7-8 
9 

10-11 
12 
13 

14-21 
22 
23 

24 
25-28 
29 

30 

31-32 
33 
34-35 
36 
37-39 
40 

41-42 
43-47 
48 

No None 
No Collided about 50' altitude. 

resulting in crash landing. 
No None. 
No Hole in tail small arm fire. 
No Collided with glider No. 9. 

Load O.K. 
No None. 

;i 
Lost wing 

Load 0«K» 

Load O.K. 
Nose smashed 

No Right side glider hit by flak. Load O.K. 
No Crash landed. Glider perforated by small 

arms fire and after occupants had gotten 
out it was hit by artillery destroying load 

No Perforated by small fire. Load O.K. 
No None. 

Yes Glider landed on west side of Rhine due 
to torn fabric on wing. 

No Glider nose smashed on right side. Load 
O.K. 

No None 
No Tail of glider blown away. Load O.K. 
No None. 
No Wheels knocked off in landing. Load O.K. 
No None 
No Right wheel and wing shot away and right 

side of glider perforated by small arms 
fire. Load O.K. 

No Perforated by flak holes. Load O.K. 
No None. 
No Two occupants of glider killed by enemy 

fire. 
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HEADQUARTERS 1?TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. Army 

SERIAL A-21 

UNIT 
224 Med Co 

(-) 

513 Trans 

Br Air Sup-i 
port 

G-4 (®rd) 

Na. on Glider 
1 
2 
3-5 
6 
7 

8 

9-13 ! 
14 |1 

15 
16 |j 

i 
iI 

17-19 
20 

21-24 
25 

26-29 

30-37 ;! 

38 

39 

40 

Abort 
Yes No Remarks 

No Flak hole left wing. Load 6K. . vci'o 
No Perforated by small arms fire, toad OK, 
No None, 
No Crash landed. Glider and load burned. 
No Wheels knocked off glider in landing. Load 

0Ko 
No Glider burned after being unloaded by 

• ta?aeep fire. 

No None 
No 1 jeep destroyed. 

by enemy action. 
No None. 
No 1 jeep destroyed. 

by enemy action* 
No None. 
No 1 jeep destroyed. 

by enemy action. 
No None. 
No 1 jeep destroyed. 

by enemy action. 
No None. 

j 
Glider burned on ground j 

j 

Glider burned on ground j 
j 
i 

Glider burned on ground ; 

• 
Glider burned on ground 

! 

, 
9 
* Unable to give information on location or 

information on gliders 30,32,35,36. 2 EM 
and 1 0 definitely killed. 1 EM evacuated,' 
3 EM missing. 5 EM OK, 

No Glider rendered unserviceable. Personnel 
and load removed safely. 

No Glider nose damaged. 2 Eli injured. Load 
OK 

No Glider rendered unserviceable. Jeep 
slightly damaged. 1 EM injured. 

For glider landings see attached overlay. 
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HEADQUARTERS 17TH AIRBORNE DIVISION 
APO 452, U. S. ARMY. 

SERIAL A-22 

T Abort 
UNIT No, on Glider , Yes No Remarks 

466 Trans 41 No : Glider hit power line and made crash land-? 
j ing, No one injured. 

42 No|Glider crashed into a tree severely in-
j juriag one officer and two enlisted men. 
j Load destroyed. 

43 No 1 Mortar fire destroyed rear half of glider# 
Co-pilot wounded during landing. Load O.K. 

44 No j Glider tore wing loose by hitting tail of 
j another glider. Load O.K. 

45 No ; man wounded while landing by small ^ra 
fire. Slight damage to load by flak. 
Glider O.K. 

46-47 NO None. 
48 No Glider hit ditch on landing, wrecking front 

part of glider. Load O.K. 
49 No|Glider hit power line which tore off tail 

! Load O.K. 
50 No|Glider hit another glider in landing and 

tore its tail off. Load O.K. 
51 No • Glider went through two fences damaging 

nose. Load O.K. 
52 No 1 Glider hit some posts which tore the 

' bottom out of glider. Load O.K. 
53 No , Nose of glider damaged by hitting fenee, 

that made it i possible to remove load. 
54 No : une wing torn off by hitting a telephone 

pole. Load O.K. 

G-4 Sup 55-56 !No None 
57 No : Load and glider destroyed by'enemy shell 

i firea 

58-60 No None,, 

G-4 Sup Orcj 61-79 No j ^umbers of damaged and unaccounted for 
gliders not available. 3 Gliders un-
serviceablely damaged, 1 glider un­
accounted for. 'Same loads scattered but 
all recoverable, and serviceable. 

Phantom 80 No •' None 
* 

®or glider landings see attached overlay. 

j 
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PARACHUTE MOVEMEN T  TAB -E 

SERIAL AIRBORNE USTCClN°4 Ne/yt TAKEOFF DZ TIME OF [TIME OF 
NO. UNIT UNIT! yc (CHALK) AIRFLD TAKEOFF DROP 

507REQ7 HQ
4 HQ CO PF 46 1-3 A-HO w 0725 0952A-l l»TBN 507 QPG-2 DIV HQ *6 i 
2* BN 507
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3» BN 507 
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